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Teſtimony of Scripture and Primitive Tradition: 
I have preſum'd to lay it before you, and as 
Far as it deſerves Protection, to beg your Pa- 
tronage of it. 

I confeſs my own Mind doth a little check 


1 


me for attempting to make you a Preſent, fand 
not finding one more agreeable than this mixt 
' Farrago of Letters, and dry unpleaſant Diſputes 
in a Divinity. Polite Men, even tho' 
their Time hangs upon their Hands, turn away 
their Thoughts from theſe Subjects, as the 
worſt they cou'd employ themſelves in; and 


can I imagine that one, who hath ſo large a 


| ſhare in that wiſe and excellent Adminiſtration 


we are ſo happy as to be under, ſhould ſpare 
any of his important Hours in Reading our 
Eccleſiaftical Squabbles > We Clergymen quote 
Text againſt Text, Father againſt Father, and 
Council againſt Council, and run Diviſions 
ſometimes till we loſe the Difference. We reſt 
high Points upon Grammatical Niceties : And 
tho' we teach a great yielding and eaſineſs to be 
perſuaded, we often ſtand ſtiff for a Wore 

and-divide the World for a different Tranſla- 
tion. And beſides, If at firſt there was any 
thing Curious in theſe Subjects while they 
were new; they have been ſiſted to the Bran, 
and the ſame Obhjections and Anſwers have been 
repeated over and over, ſo often, that neither 


Side can do much more than ſay the ſame 
ed 8 Things 
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Things again, with a little freſh Aſſurance, 
that they will ſtill abide by their old Argu- 
ments, and are reſolv'd, without yielding, to 
ſtand their Ground. 85 

And I confeſs this hath ſo much Truth in 
it, That I ſhou'd have been glad, if I cou'd 
have teſtified my Senſe of your Favours by an 
Offering of any Thing that might rather have 


given you a pleaſing Hour after the Fatigue of 
Buſineſs. As my Life hath been ſpent in the 


peaceful practical Parts of Divinity: And as, 


in thoſe, God, and his Works, and our own 


part in them, lay before us Views of Things 
that are not without both great Uſe and Pleaſure 
to the Nobleſt Minds, I ſhould have been bet- 
ter pleaſed, if any good Reaſon had led to, 
and my ſhort Abilities had furniſh'd me with 
ſomething on thoſe Subjects that might have 
deſerv'd your Peruſal. But ſince I have been 
providentially engag'd in a Controverſy of this 
Nature; and have Obligations that give me a 


great deſire to expreſs my Gratitude, I have 


ventur'd to ſhew it by the Preſent, even of 
this controverſial Point: And if real Effect and 
Influence upon the Peace and good State. of 
the World can make amends for want of Plea- 
ſure and Politeneſs, I am not without hope, 
that, if the Meanneſs of the Performance doth 
not, the Subje& it ſelf will not hinder it from 
being a Preſent proper to be put into the 
vg 3 Hands 


6 A 8 Addreſs 
Hannds of one, who ſits ſo near to the Helm 
of our Happy Government. 

For, tho I need not tell your LoaDsHmiy, 
who knows it better than 1 do, 1 way tell my | 
other Readers, that tho' our Diſputes are often 
about Words, Words ſtand for the Things 
themſelves, and are the Bounds and Landmarks 
of the higheſt Intereſts, either of our Minds or 
Bodies, of Church or Srate. Lawyers deal 
much in Words ; but thoſe Words carry the 
Eſtates and I nheritances of the World; and ſome- 
times a different turn of the ſame Word ſhall 
make the ſame Man either a Lord or a Begger. 
The greateſt Theological Diſpute that ever 
vex d the Chriſtian World, and engag'd Em- 
perors, and Kings, and Nations i ih its Deciſion, 
was but about one Letter in a Greek Word, | 
5 or ö And yet no Man can ay | 
they did amiſs in taking great Care to defend 
and ſtick cloſe to the right : For according as 
that Word was decided, A Faith and Worſhip 
of the Chriſtian World fell into ſeveral Chanels 
that were widely different. To believe ;T y- 
rants to be reſiſtible or irreſiſtible, differs but 
in two Letters; and to believe the Soul to. be 
Mortal or Immortal, differs in no more : But 
who will fay it is indifferent to Men and Na- 
tions, upon which of thoſe Principles People 
ground their Lives? 


We 


_ 
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We think we are not partial to our ſelves, 
when we value our Country, as deſerving, at 
leaſt, an equal ſhare of Honour amongſt the 
Nations round about us; and yet there was 
a Time, and not a ſhort one neither, when a 
Crafty Turn of Petra into Petrus, with ſome 
falſe Pretences to Antiquity, made it a meer 
Province to a Foreign Potentate, and exhauſted 


its Wealth as much as if had been a conquer'd 


Country. 

And as this leads me to that Caſe which is 
the Chief Subject of this little Book, I will 
repreſent the Greatneſs of that Miſchief, in the 
Words of the very Learned Sir John Davis, 
at that time Attorney-General for Ireland, in 


his Report of the Caſe of the Præmmnire, 


Page 85. 
Albeit, ſaith he, the Kings of England 
e were abſolute Emperors within their Domi- | 
„ nions, and had under them as Learned a Pre- 
% lacy and Clergy, as Valiant and Prudent a 
“ Nobility, as Free and Wealthy a Commo- 
% nalty as any was then in Chriſiendom ; yet 
* if we look into the Stories and Records of 
* theſe Two Imperial Kingdoms, we ſhall find, 
* That if theſe Laws of Proviſors and Pre- 
* munire had not been made; they had loſt the 
Name of Imperial, and of Kingdoms too, 
* and had been long ſince made Tributary 
e Provinces to the Biſhop of Rome, or rather 
* 4 Parts 
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* Parts of St. Peter's Patrimony in Demeſue. 


Our Kings had had their Scepters wreſted 


cout of their Hands, their Crowns ſpurn'd 
* off their Heads, their Necks trod upon. 
* They, had been made Lacquey's, or Footmen 
* to. the Biſhop of Rome, as ſome of the Em- 
** perors and French Kings were: our Prelates 
** had been made his Chaplains and Clerks; 
** -our Nobility his Vaſſals and Servants, and 
„our Commons his Slaves and Villains; if 
* thoſe Acts of Manumiſſion had not freed 

them. In a word, Before the making of thoſe 
Laus, the flouriſhing Crown and Common- 
'* wealth of England was in Danger to have 
been brought into moſt miſerable Servitude 
and Slavery, under Colour of Religion and 
Devotion to the See of Rome | 


Stor Ball we y, ant how behave 


our ſelves, when we conſider, that this is not 


only an old antiquated Evil that is paſt and 


gone, but 1s ſtill a Diſpute that continues in its 
Vigour; And that we are but juſt eſcap'd from 


having either that upon us, or its Halters 


about our Necks > Shall we let our Wrath 
kindle at this Paper War ; and fret to think 
that Words and Texts ſhould have as great and 
more laſting Effects, than Victories won or loſt 
in the Fields of Battel > Shall we turn our 
Indignation againſt the Diſputants, and vent 

e 
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| our Anger againſt them, for troubling the. 
World, and turning it upſide down 2 And 
truly, whenever any begin, and raiſe up need 
leſs Diſputes, and manage them diſhoneſtly, - 
with unfair Arguments, we cannot ſpend our 
Anger better : For as there are Laws of War, 
ſo there are of Diſputation, and Enquiry af- 
ter Truth. But if we let our Paſſion carry 
us beyond juſt Complaints of theſe foul Wea- 
pons, and make us quarrel with Diſputes in 
general; we do, in effect, but fret againſt 
God, for leaving us in ſuch a dark uncertain 
State, on purpoſe for the exerciſing his Provi- 
dence, and our own Sagacity, Diligence, Faith, 
and Virtue. | | 2 
And therefore we muſt be content to take 
the World as we find it: And whatever Pope- 
ry may be to Nations bordering upon Rome, 
ſo as to leave them Power to help themſelves 
when wrong'd ; yet ſince in our remote and 
diſtant land, we have always found this MiE 
chief of the Pope's Power continually preſſing 
and bearing towards us, as a raging Sea does 
towards thoſe Low Lands, from which it is 
only kept off by Banks and Barriers : And as 
at this time its Lide hath riſen high, and ma- 
ny of our own that ſhould defend us, are al- 
maſt wearied into an Indifference about it; we 
ſhall not be ſo happy as to have our Deſpiſers 
of Controverſy find out a way to clear the 
Ea as es 6 Nation 
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Nation from the future Fear of it, without the 
unpleaſant Work of Diſputation. We. know 
that while they ſleep, and take their Eaſe, o- 
thers muſt be watching and fencing againſt 
our Enemies, and fortifying the Minds of our 
own People; that they may neither be cheat- 
ed with their gaudy Shews, or deceiv'd. with 
their crafty Arguments, or frighted with their 
_ vain Terrors. As our Soldiers muſt defend 
us from their foreign Forces, our Learned 
Men, whether Clergy or Laity, muſt defend 
us from their Books, and artful Inſinuations. 

As they urge us with the Authority of God, 
and Chriſt, and his Saints, and Miracles, and 
Antiquity, and Univerſality, and Unity, and 
the Church; and do not only ſay, but have 
made great Numbers of Powerful Men, all 
the Popiſh. Heirs to our Crown, really believe, 
That they ſhall be certainly damned, it they 
do not ſubmit their Temporal Intereſts to their 
Arguments, and be ſav'd in their way: Their 
Arguments muſt be anſwer d, their Objections 
- clear'd, and their Mouths ſtopp'd. 7 

And as the doing it is of ſuch Importance, 
(as hath, and will be farther repreſented) ev'n 
to the Civil Rights and Good State of the Na- 
tion ; To whom can it be. better offer'd, than 
to ſo Good a Judge, and ſo True a Lover of 
the Nation's Happineſs? And tho? it may have 
great Plainneſs of Stile, and want of ſuch 

Charms 
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Charms of Words as are requir'd in other 
Compoſitions ; I hope That will no more be 
judg'd an Impropriety, than working at a Sea- 
beach without gorgeous Apparel. * 
Fine Language is for the Men that are at 
Eaſe, and have much Leiſure. But as theſe 
Important Uſeful Subjects deſerve their La- 
bours and Parts, better than thoſe witty, but 
little Themes that they uſually beſtow - their 
Time about; it wou'd be well for the Nation, 
if ſo many Ingenious Perſons would appl 
themſelves ( and ſome Tithe of their Time 
to theſe Defences, that want all Hands, and 
in which never a one of them is uncon- 
cern'd. BY. e SOT SH 
The bringing over, or but fixing one Fami- 
ly, or one ſober uſeful Man, in the true Inte- 
reſt of the Nation, would be a better Work, 
than diverting a Thouſand People, that are ne- 
ver without Matter abundantly enough for their 
Pleaſure. 
But, my LoKD, beſide the Importance of 
this Subject, there is another Reaſon for my 
reſuming upon this Letter to your Lordſhip. 
e main Argument in the following Papers, 
at leaſt as I have ventur'd to treat it, wants a 
true Engliſhman, and one of Weight and Au- 
thority to ſupport it. For the Adverſaries we 
have to deal with, by foreign Education, ſeem 
to have loſt all Senſe of the Nation's her 
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They are brought up in the Pope's Colleges, 
and fed by his * Monthly Proviſions ; and 
that hath fill'd their Heads ſo full of the 
Wiſdom, and Power, and Greatneſs of the 
Pope and his Conclave , that they have little 
Notien left of their Country's Right, or Suffi- 
ciency for Judgment or Juſtice ; and they at- 
tack us with Arguments, that ſhew this to be 
their Caſe. | 

The Author of The Caſe Re- ſtated, to prove 
the Subjection of our Crown and Nation to 
the Pope, quotes ſome Verſes out of Proſper a 
Poet, and a Remnant out of an Oration of one 
of the Pope's Legates. Sometimes they bring 
us the Authority of ſome Greek Author, that 
knew nothing of our Caſe : And when they 
riſe higheſt, they quote ſome doubtful Canon 
of ſome foreign Council, that had no more 
Power over us, than they have over the Inha- 
bitants of the Moon and Planets. 


„ 8 — * 


* See the Apology for the Engliſh Seminaries, by Cardinal 
Allen, printed Anno 1581, P. 20, 21. giving Account of the 
Reaſon of the Voyage of ſome of their College ro Rome, the 
Year before; he ſaith, It was ro make Humble Suit for the 
Augmentation of the Monthly Proviſion of this other College; 
ſor that the Number and Neceſſity thereof daily increaſing, it 
was not ſufficient, Which Sute His Holineſs alſo, of his incom- 
parable Love to our Nation, benignly hear d. . 


Aud 
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And do ſuch Arguments deſerve a labour d 
and grave Anſwer ? Muſt not our Free Church, 
and Free Nation, under our Imperial Crown, 
have Power of Examining and Chuſing its 
own Religion, and Protecting its Subjects, and 
Adminiſtring Juſtice of all Sorts, if ſuch as 
theſe have dropp'd Sentences, or been influ- 
enc'd by the Pope to make Canons, that give 
him Power of Chuſing and Judging for us? 

Some Learned Men of our own, and even 
of late more than formerly, have not been ſo 
clear and ready as they ſhould have been, in 
deſpiſing ſuch Quotations. Ev'n our famous 
Hiſtorian, Mr. Collier, ſeems to be ſo much in- 
fluenc'd by them, or by ſomething elſe that 

he hath met with, that one hardly knows to 
which Side of the Queſtion: he incline. 

The Author of The Caſe truly ſtated, ſpends 
ſeveral Learned Pages, and ſhews much Criti- 
cal Learning, in giving Anſwer to Proſper's 
Verſes, and the Legate's Oration : But as for 
me, believing it a Reproach and Wrong to our 
Nation, to imagine that ſuch Arguments want 
an Anſwer ; I have paſs'd them over, as not 

deſerving other Notice than ſuch as this is; 
Et Reipublice jure me defendo ; The Natural 
- Right which (under God and Chriſt) the Na- 
tion enjoys, and ought to enjoy for ever, is a 
full Anſwer to all their Poems, and Speec hen, 
and Foreign Canons, which our Nation is not 


7 | bound 
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bound by ; unleſs after free Examination, it 
judges them to be as fit for our State as for 
theirs, and of its own Accord receives them as 
Laws. 
But when I choſe to give this ſhort An- 
{wer to their long Cavils, with which they 
delude and dlind the Eyes of Superſtitious, 
Weak People; I knew very well, that tho' 
the Anſwer be a Truth undoubted, it wants 
Power and Authority, as well as Truth to de- 
fend it. It wants the Patronage of a True 
Engliſhman , who ſees the Nation's Right in 
its full Strength, and with an uncorrupted 
Eye. And as His MajesrT y's Great Wiſ- 
dom, and Right Judgment of the Nation's In- 
tereſt, hath plac'd You in ſuch Eminence a- 
mongſt its true Patriots; at whoſe Feet cou'd [ 
better lay this feeble Attempt, in the Defence 
of ſo good a Cauſe? | 
And as this, I hope, may apologize for of- 
fering to your View what is ſaid upon the Im- 
nt Points of the King's Supremacy, and 
the Nation's Right againſt the Pope's Encroach- 
ments; I hope ſome of the other Arguments 
tho' of leſs Moment, will not be thought al- 
together out of the way of one, who hath ſo 
e a Share in the Nation's Councils. | 
If indeed Societies of Men were ſuch ſtaunch, 
and wiſe, and well-pois'd Bodies, that they 
cou'd receive no ill Impreſſion but from _ 
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and weighty Cauſes ; Governors wou'd never 
need to turn their Eyes to leſſer : But there is 
nothing more common than to ſee, at leaſt the 


= firſt Springs and Seeds of Evil, ariſe from lit- 


tle Matters; That we often ſee Reaſon to ſay 
with Julius Ceſar, Res parva quantum Mo- 
mentum tulerit 2 What a great Change did 
that trifling Matter bring about? An ill but 
witty Book, A Pg Principle, A chance, 
or unguarded Word of a Great Man, A furi- 
ous Sermon, A phantaſtick Prophecy, A State 
Ballad, An ill Cuſtom, A new Teacher, 
A French Prophet, or a lying Miracle, 
have often great Effect upon Mens Minds, 
and diſturb them in their honeſt Labours, and 
diſpoſe them to vent'rous Actions. And when- 
ever the Rabble get together in Commotions; 
as ſome run in hopes to raiſe, and others to 
repair broken Fortunes ; others go with their 
eads full of Euthuſiaſins, and they are uſu- 
ally the moſt bold and bloody Part of the 
hs 
Thoſe Counterfeits in Caſting out Devils, 
that are in the Diſcourſe upon Miracles, in 
the latter part of this Tract, were contriv'd 
here at Home by the Managers of Babing- 
ton's Conſpiracy and the Spaniſb Invaſion, to 
bt the Minds of the People into ſuch a 
emper, that they might be fit to venture up- 
on the hazardous Actions that they had Py 
| | par 
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par'd for them. I do not know, indeed, that 
theſe Attempts are mention'd by the uſual Hi- 
ſtorians, that give Account of thoſe Facts: 
But it is manifeſt, by the Depoſitions that I 
'| have printed in that Part of this Tra&, that 
W they were amongſt the Secret Springs that | 
if work'd under ground, and help'd Matters for- 
ward. ; 3 
Babington's Conſpiracy to murder the Queen, 
was the ſame Year with thoſe Exorciſins; and 
He himſelf had been at them at Denham, with 
ſeveral Coaches full of People from London; 
and his Man was one of the Perſons, that 
were pretended to be diſpoſſeſs d. Edmunds, 
alias Wefton , and Father Ballard, who was 
executed as one of the chief Conſpirators in 
* his Plot, were Two of the Prieſts that offici- 
ated at them; and the Effects they had were 
wonderful. 8 e . 
At one time, when the Congregation ſaw 
one of the imaginary Demoniacks in his Fits, 
and cur'd (as they fancy'd) by their Prieſts 
Exorciſms ; one of the Company burſt out in 
Admiration ; O Fidem Catholicam ! O Inſen- 
ſatos Hereticos ! Oh the Catholick Faith ! Oh 
the Blindneſs of Hereticks ! And it was com- 
puted, that about that Time they made near 
ive Thouſand Converts ; whereof all that 
were able, they did not doubt, but wou'd be 
ready to attempt any thing, that they Tm 2 
1 ave 


* 
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have a mind to put them upon. And thoſe, 
with ſuch as they had before, and ſome of the 
Royal Family in their Intereſt, and the whole 
Power of Spain, and great Numbers of Mili- 
tary Men thro' Europe, ready to back them, 
open'd ſo great a Gulph before us, that if Pro- 
vidence had not help'd us, it had ſwallow'd us 
| up alive. * 
And now, as after ſo many Years Continu- 
ance, we have ſeen no Abatement of their ob- 
ſtinate Zeal, but that they have been again 
= trying to play a like Game upon us ; I have 
not only thought theſe Labours againſt Popery, 
as needful as any Study in which I could em- 
ploy my Time ; but have endeavour'd to ani- 
mate any that ſhall happen to read it, to the 
ſame Senſe of its Danger, that our Reformers 
had, when they had juſt experienc'd its Go- 
vernment, known its Superſtition , and ſeen 
their Brethren conſum'd in its Fires. 
They made no queſtion, but that the Popes 
of Rome, confider'd in their Claims as Popes, 
were the irreconcilable Enemies of our Nation, 
and of the Chriſtian Religion alſo. As they 
found all the Scripture-Marks of Antichriſt 
agree to them, they thought that of right the 
Marks were to be fix'd there. And even the 
| greateſt Favourers of that Religion, in all the 
ime that hath paſs'd ſince, have not been able 


to find out any other, to whom they agree better. 


And 
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And yet, my LoR p, tho' they had this 
juſt Abhorrence of the ſcandalous Tyranny, do- 
latry, Superſtition, and Cruelty of the Popes ; 
yet, like wife Men, who had a right Senſe 
both of the Weakneſs of human Nature, and 
the divine Patience, and that wiſe Goodneſs 
with which Chriſtian Governors were to cure 
paſt Evils, and prevent future Dangers ; they 
made the Breach as little as ever 1t cou'd be 
made, without leaving the Pope Power of re- 
gaining his former Uſurpations. They not 
only kept all the old Creeds, but (for the Bulk of 
them) the ſame Prayers, and many of the ſame | 
Phraſes, even in that High Point of the Holy ! 
Sacrament. They made little Change in their | 
Habits ;, and kept ſome Decent Ceremonies. | 
They continued their Leagues, and cultivated | 
their old Friendſhips with Neighbour-Nati- 


ons ; declaring openly, That Difference in 


Rites or Opinions, ought not to hinder either | 
Chriſtian Charity, or mutual Defence in Dan- 

er. | ; 
A That none amongſt our ſelves might have | 
any Colour or Pretence for making a Diviſion, 
or beginning a Popiſh Separate Se& at Home, | 
they comply'd (as far as ever they cou'd) ev'n 
With the Prejudices of weak Men, that all 
- might live eaſy in their Communion. 


— Aud 
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And in this, as well as in their Caution, I 

have endeavour'd to follow their Steps, and 

| open the Door for Communion with us as wide 
as ever | was able. 

Some perhaps may think I have carried our 

Charity too far, and made Conceſſions larger 

chan are to be allow d. If any think fo, 1 

wou'd beg of them to conſider, That my Task 

in that Part of theſe Letters, was not to conſi- 

der, How far Churches, and Councils, and Laws- 


e makers might go in changing their Canons, Ar- 
14 ticles and Laws, in order to Agreement; tho 
that is a Thing that hath ſometimes been at- 
V tempted by Great Men: 
[ 
Ciaſſander in bis Conſultatio. 
1 *  Grotius in hie Votum pro Pace. 
- &# _ Biſfbop Bramhall. 
n Dr. Stllingflect. - 2 
Tr | = p Hall, in bis Peacemaker. | 
j- | e Catholick Moderator. 

The Author of the Tombeau coupe 
e | Eſſay towards Catholick Communion. 
), = Cure of Church-Diviſions. 
> The Healing Leaf. 
n 
Wl "Theſe Good Men 'have vents: to offer 
| their Help towards that Good Work of Peace; 
8 and 1 doubt not, = they have* their nw 
1 
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with God in Heaven, tho' they had ſmall Suc- 
ceſs with Men on Earth. 

But theſe Attempts, where proper, are for 
thoſe that are favour'd with the Ears and Se- 
crets of Princes, and know the Times and Sea- 
ſons when Good Deſigns may be likely to take 
place. In my remote Country Corner, out 
of the Reach either of Prince or Men of In- 
telligence, my Work was only to conſider, 
(what every Clergyman muſt endeavour to 
know) How far He may imitate St. Paul, in 
becoming all Things to the weak Part of his 
Pariſhioners ; that He may keep them in Obe- 
dience to the Laws, and in Chriſtian Commu- 
nion with their Neighbours, - tho* they are un- 
der Prejudices and Miſtakes, which Time 
would wear off, without changing either Law 
or Canon in their Favour. And ſurely, in 
this Caſe, even that Liberty I have taken, will 
not lightly be blam'd by any. I own, my 
Heart went moſt willingly with my Pen, when. 
I was upon theſe Arguments. And as the 
great End of Religion is to calm and ſoften the 
Roughneſs of Men's Paſſions , and by joining 
them together in God's Worſhip, to join them 
as friendly in all other Societies for the Good 
of Men; Wou'd to God, that chat, or all our 
Exhortations, (like David's Harp) could lay 
and quiet every Storm, that different Claims, 

2 EE Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, Ambition, - Superſtition, or Party- 
uarrels raiſe ! And tho' we know that this is 
but a fruitleſs Wiſh, and that this State of War- 
fare will afford us Times, when we muſt ani- 
mate Men to the Stedfaſtneſs and Courage of 
Soldiers, as well as to Peace and Yield- 
ing: Nay, tho' I firmly believe, that whatever 
other Nations nearer to Rome may do, yet it is 
Madneſs, and little leſs than Treaſon, for any 
Man in England, once to think of Reconciling 
our Country to the Pope as Pope; Yet for Civill- 
ty and good Neighbourhood with Popiſh Nati- 
ons, and for encouraging all our People to pre- 
ſerve Chriſtian Unity, by cutting off needleſs 
Diſputes, and making our Terms of Commu- 
nion as eaſy as we can without Danger; I can- 
not greatly fear that I ſhall be much blam'd. 
Our Reformers went in the fame way; and 
ſure it is the true Spirit in which we-ought to 
ſtand. And | own, I have been the eaſter in- 
duc'd to venture upon this Publication; be- 
cauſe this way of Letters, both to Perſons 
that are to be indulg'd, and to their Prieſts al- 
ſo, gave me fit Occaſion of repreſenting, both 
that honeſt Zeal with which we muſt defend 
our Country againſt the Pope, and thoſe Foxes 
and Firebrands he is continually training up in 
his Seminaries to ſend amongſt us; and allo of 
that Tenderneſs with which we muſt try to re- 
wot 03 vw o& 2:3 (ico cover 
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cover our Countrymen and Pariſhioners that are 
ſeduc'd by them. 
In one Cafe; we muſt ithts St. Paul, whd 
wich an honeſt Latitude, or true Catholick 
2hfiftian - Largeneſs of Heart) became all 
7 hinge to all Men, that be might gain ſome: 
And againſt the other we muſt watch, as a- 
gainſt crafty Adverſaries, who have — 
therflves under an Oath to deſtroy that Hol) 
Religion, which they call Hereſy, but in — 
we worſhip the God of our Fathers, and in 
which we verily | believe that the Cauſe of 
God's Truth, and the Happineſs of our Nati- 
on, and even the vety Freedom of our Wann 
and Legiſlature is wrapt up. 

But 6ur Government hath b it ſelf - Ve- 
ry ſenſible of this, in the late Neceſſary Laws 
thi they have been ford to make, for 
Guäarding the Nation againſt the Power of | 
Papiſts: And I promiſe my ſelf, that that will 
be allows as a farther Regfon for a' Charitable 
Addreſs t6 Papiſts at this Time. For tho' ſuch 
Good Offices are never out of Seaſon; yet 
whenever a Government is forc'd to make uſe 
of Power, then eſpecially the Miniſters of = 
ligion, and all that are able and have Op 
nity, ſhou'd be more than ordinarily dili mach 
in the Uſe of Arguments and Civilities that 
may both enlighten and reconcile! their Minds, 
ard make it caſy for the Law to "ER by 

e 


SS = CE 7 * 


Effect, with as little Suffering as may be. 
When the late King of France ſet himſelf 
to unite his Nation in one, then came out 
the Biſhop of Condom's famous Ex paſition of 
Faith, that foften'd their Notions to that de- 
gree, that it requir'd a» ſharp Eye, to ſee in 
ſome Points where the Difference lay. Ev'n 
that ſevere Prince was not without ſo much 
Tenderneſs, but that he thought it neceſſary 


to help, as well as force them into his Com- 


munion. And if Charitable Perſons do the 

{awe good Offices to Papiſts now in our Jun 
cure, one wou'd think they ſhould at this 
Time have their Ear fo far open as to hear 
them. For tho too many are ſo care leſs, as to 
take up the Religion of their Education, with- 
out beſtowing much Time in its Examination 
few are ſuch Madmen, as to loſe fair Eſtates, 
without confidering whether they may. not as 
ſafely keep them. And as dur Caſe is ſo plain, 
that it wants no more than to be ſet before them 
in a true View; all Pious Perſons ſhould think 


Charitable Applications to Papiſts, to be the ve- 


ry Work in Seaſon which they ſhouꝰd bend their 
Mina lll fa D ot ay ns He 
What Effe& either Laws, or our Endeavours 
are likely to have in that feſpect, is known on- 
ly to God, who knows all Things. But if we 
ould beſo happy, as to gain any conſiderable 


5 Number of Papiſts to us, why might we not 
B 4 hope, 
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hope, that many Diſſenters would afterward be 
in a better Diſpoſition either to be gain'd, or 
comprehended ? I am much miſtaken if they 
were not Papiſts, who (by the firſt Conventi- 
cles in England) began the Schiſm, and by 
their Example taught the Diſſenters , that Di- 
viding a Church was not ſo great a Sin, but it 
might be ventur'd on. And happy would it 
be, if they could now be made their Example 
of growing wiſe, and healing the Nation's 
Breaches. We might hope then, that a State 
of Storms and Agitations ſhould not be our Por- 
tion for ever. We need not deſpair of ſeeing 
the Day, when we ſhould live together like 
Brethren, under our own Princes, and united in 
— Excellent Conſtitution both in Church and 
State. 1 n ins 

But if that joyful Time be not yet ſo near to 
our wearied Nation; yet we ſhould always have 
it in our Eye, as the Mark we aim at. And as 
T have made that the very End of my Writing 
and Publiſhing the following Letters; I doubt 
not but Your Lordſhip's known Candor and 
Charity, will let my good Meaning in that ex- 
cuſe all other Defects and Failures. I am, 


My L O RD, 
(With great Submiſſion,) TE" 


wur LokDoniP's moſt Humble, 
aud Obedient Servant. © 


LET:- 


to * " 


titus $68460566086846 
82 E. T T E R II. 


Te on = Geademen] in —* Aa: J Paridh, 
| whoſe Lady had been perverted by 
the Popiſh Prieſts; And who was 

ſaid to have been Convened by her 
ge ns "The: Church of Chriſt ſhew'd 

_ ” by Concurrent TOA" of Seri pture 
and Primitive Tradition; „bitch is A 
5 757 Book, e = an Anſwer 
to The: 1 es een 


— 


SIR, 


1 Have here return d the two Books you was 
4 fo kind as to lend me, and according to 
my Promiſe I have given you my Opinion of 
that which you was pleas'd to ſay Converted 
\ Four * The main Thing that runs 
82 ip is a little Flouriſh upon the Word 
bolick, and a bold applying it to Rome; as 
if we were ſo dull, that we could not diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt a Part and the Whole, or betwixt 


* 
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One and All. Do you but keep that plain Di- 

ſtinction in Mind, and you may- Anſwer the 

* Part of his Book your 1&f. Do But 

ſay Roman and Univerſal are two Things, and 

his Arguments vaniſh like Things bf Nought. 

But there is another Thing that I want greatly 

in this Author, and that 1s, a little Senſe of 

the Right and Intereſt of his ow Nation. 1 

mike no doubt but he is an, Engliſhman by 

1 Birth, be his Country ſomething for that 
WW: Kindneſs, atid yet by a Foreign Education and 
i His Preferment in tlie Poss College, he hath 
loſt all Concern for it, or Care about it. Do 
you reſolve that you will have more love to it, 
or elſe lay down this Letter, and ne'er read it 
farther. Say more than once to your felf, 1am 
an Engliſhman and a Gentleman, I enjoy ſafe 
Protection and many happy Privileges from my 
Country. As the main Point in Diſpute is a 
Claim of Right, and Power, and Juriſdiction; if 
the Caſe be ngt very plain, I will not deſert my 
e 


own Native Country that prötects me, to (i 
with a Stranger, at a long and inconvenient 

ſtance from us; nor loſe my Eſtate, and make 
. and Poſterity faffer for 1 know / not 
Who. If your Eugliſh Blood, and Love of your 
Country ard Fatffhy canpot make you ſay this 
Heartily, thirow"away re anne 
ing your felf any farther” Trouble: Bat if 
you" enn ſay it fibneMly; read vii i Gos 


Name, 


* 


2 


to the PAPISES. 27 


Name, and may Truth prevail, be it on which 
fide it will. 
The Author begins his Bock will ſtating | 
the Caſe, and ſhewing in how many. Things 
we agree with-one another. I will very heartily 
fall into the fame Method z for the leſs Diffes 
rence there is, the leſs Reaſon you have to 
make your ſelf a Sufferer for it. . 
We are agreed then in this Caſe, Thanks be - 
to God for it, in the Foundation, That Jeſus 
Chriſt is the true Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith, by whom only we can be ſav'd: And 
ou cannot juſtly accuſe us for fireightning the 
Lawns of our Saviour's Redemption: For we 
- afſert farther, doubtleſs very rightly, That ſuch 
Heathens as we hope will be ſav'd,- muſt re- 
ceive that Happineſs through Chriſt's N en 
tho they be ignorant of him. 

We agree with you in the next place m confer. 
ſing that Article: of our Creed, 1-believe one Holy 
Catbolick and Apoſtolick Church: And we think 
thoſe to be the beſt Catholic le, or beſt Chriſti- 
ans, who do not only ſeek their Salvation by 

king care of their — Lives in articular; 

by promoting the Proſperity, Unity, Pu- 
rity; -and Extent/.of, Chriſt's. Churehg-aad by 
endeavouring to make - thoſe. Parts af it that 
hot belong to moſt truly Cathelick and Apo- 
| liok, both eee 1 5 ff, 

Beten nook yer , d raff engine 


97555 Beſides 
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HBeſides this, I hope we agree in confeſſing, 
that as breaking off good Chriſtians from his 
Church without Cauſe, muſt be diſpleaſing to 
Chriſt its Head; ſo a cauſeleſs unjuſt Excom- 
munication doth not in reality ſeparate any 
Chriſtian Man, much leſs whole Nations 
and their Poſterity, from the Favour and Bleſ- 
ſing of the merciful Jeſus, or from een 1 
of his Church. I hope there is no Papift ſo 
bigotted, but that they will own this; and 


therefore I put it down amongſt our Agree- | 


ments. And having kept together ſo far, I 
am afraid we ſhall not accord much farther ; 
For as ſoon as we have any thing to do with 
the Pope, we have even our Chriſtianity turn'd 
into a Secular Trade, and'a Yoke added to it, 
which neither we nor our Fathers were ever 
adle.to bear. 3413 on: 

But, however, we will agree with you in 
one ſtep farther ; For tho' it wou'd have been 
better for us to have receiv'd that Favour from 
any Nation under Heaven, rather than Rome; 
yet we make no difficulty in owning, That in 
the Year 597. Gregory I. then Biſhop of Rome, 
ſent Auſtin the Monk and ſome others with 
him hither into England: And they coming 
at firſt in a way of Mortification and Contempt 
of Riches, were receiv'd with much Devotion; 
and finding the Queen and ſome others to be 
Chriſtians here before, they ſoon * 
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their Number, and became inſtrumental in re- 
ſtoring Chriſtianity to Aent and the Eaft- Angles 
and that from thoſe Parts it afterwards ſpread 
farther. Af = 
This we readily own : And if Auſtin and 
his Friends had added, Freely we receive, freely 
we give; Gratitude and Honour had been 
their due. But Power and Juriſdiction were 
ev'n then got into the Politicks of the Roman 
Biſhops, and it ſoon appear'd by their Beha- 
viour towards thoſe that they had not con- 
verted, but found there before : For Chriſtiani- 
ty had long before been planted in our Land, 
and was then eſtabliſh'd in Wales, whither the 
Engliſh Inhabitants had been driven by Diſtreſs 
and War: And when Auſtin came to them, 
inſtead of giving them the Right Hand of 
Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and joining with them in 
a Brotherly way in labouring to Convert the 
reſt of the Iſland ; he refus'd their offer of 
doing it, unleſs they wou'd act as in Subjection 
to the Pope. This, and his haughty way of 
imitating the Pope in receiving them fitting, tho? 
they came to him from on far, gave them ſuch 
a juſt Foreſight of what they might expect from 
a Foreign Yoke, that wy reſolutely refus'd to 
comply with him, and ſtood upon their own 
om, a free Church as they had been 
before, owning Chriſt their Head, but hold- 


ing 
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ing only Brotherly Communion with other 
Churches and their Biſhops. pes a" 
This Example of the Britiſb Biſhops, and 
the Favours that Auſtin had receiv'd, ' ſhou'd 
have given him a juſt Senſe of the Nation's 
Right; and as he had been inſtrumental in 
reſettling a Chriftian Church, he ſhou'd in 
Juſtice and Gratitude have taken Care, that 
the Church replanted ſhou*'d have been Free. 
But he being an Halian, let his Archbiſho 
rick too eaſily fall under ſome Degree of the 
Roman Power. | 
And yet that Power, tho* difficult and not 
material to be exactly ſet out at this Diſtance, 
Was not fo great, but that the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times teach us, that our Anceſtors call'd their 
own Councils, and made their own Canons, and 
without appealing to the Pope, had Juſtice ad- 
miniſtred within themſelves. : 
And as this Caſe falls very properly within 
the Law, and as the Learned Sir John Davis 
whom I quoted before, hath taken great Pains 
on this Subject, and printed the Hiſtory of 
this Matter in the foremention'd Report of 
the Præmunire; and as I ſee the Hiſtory of 
'. thoſe Times agree with it, and that the Acts 
of Parliament that 1 have printed in this Let- 
ter give undeniable Confirmation of his Ac- 
counts, I will give you the ſeveral Steps by 
which the Pope's Power came in, and 5 
ca 


caſt out again, as near as I can well in his own 
 Saith he, Page 87. „The firſt great En- 
« croachment of the Biſhop of Rome upon the 
<« CLiberties of the Crown of England was made 
* in the Time of King William the Conqueror. 
% For before that time the Pope's Writ did not 
e run in England. His Bulls of Excommunication 
e and Proviſion came not hither ;- no Citation, 
“ no Appeals were made from hence to the 
„ Court of Rome. Our Arc bbiſbops did not 
% purchaſe their Pals there, neither had the 
* Pope the Inveſtiture of any of our Biſhop- 
“ ricks. For (faith he) it is to be obſerv'd, 
that as under the Temporal Monarchy of Rome, 
«© Britain was one of the laſt Provinces that 
was won, and one of the firſt that was loſt 
* 2gain: So under this Spiritual Monarchy-of 
the Pope of Rome, England was one of the 
<<-Jaſt Countries of Chriſtendom that receiv'd 
< his Yoke, and was again one of the firſt that 
did reject and caſt it oft. 
Our famous King Edward begins his 
Laws with this Proteſtation, That it is his 
* Princely Charge, ut Populum Domini 7 
per omnia Sanctam Eccleſiam regat & guber- 
net, &*c, So as the Kings of England with 
their own ' Clergy did govern the Church, 
and therein ſonght no Aid of the Court of 
72 Nome. And the Truth 18, that tho' the : 


Pope 
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« Pope had then long Noon he did not 


——ç—— them ſo far as England; becauſe they 
« were full of Buſineſs nearer Home, in draw- 
&« ing the Emperor and the French King under 
« his Yoke. But upon the Conqueſt mY by 
« the Norman, he Sk the felt Occaſion to 
« Uſurp upon the Liberties of the Crown of 
England; for the Conqueror came in with 
the Pope s Banner, and under it won 
« theBattel which got him the Garland: And 
© therefore the Pope preſum'd he might boldly 
„ pluck ſome Flowers from it. Hereupon he 
ſent two Legates into England, which were 
admitted and receiv'd by the Conqueror. But 
whereas the Pope wou'd have had him ſwear 
Fealty to him, he rejected the offer. Saith he 
in his Letter to the Pope, Fidelitatem facere 
nolui nec volo, quia nec ego promiſi, nec Ante- 
ceſſores meos Amtece ſſoribus tuis id feciſſe Com- 
perio. And Archbiſhop Lanfranc giving 
the Pope an Account of = Pains he had ta- 


ken to bring the King to it, tells him, Sufi 


ſed non perſuaſi. Lanfranc was a Traytor for 
perſuading the King to do it, but he was an 
yr like Auſtin, and therefore his Love Was 
to Italy not to England. 
22 Rufus was of the ſame mind Sh 
King William, — commanded Archbiſhop An- 
lle not to fetch his Inveſtiture from the Pope; 
t Anſelm being another Tralian, and the 
Pope's 
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Pope's Creature, went without the King's leave, 
and the King ſeiz'd his Temporalities, and be- 
came fo exaſperated at him, that he kept 
him in perpetual Exile during his Reign. 

In William Rufus's ſhort Reign therefore, 
the Pope got nothing that I meet with 
But in the Reign of Henry I. his Succeſſor, 
he gain'd the great Point of the Patronage 
and Inveſtiture of Biſhops. The King did not 
part with'it eafily, but wrote the Pope Word, 
* Quod, me viuente, & deo auxiliante Dig- 
nitate & uſus Regni noſiri non minuentur - 
Er fi ego (quod abſit) in tanta me dejectione 
ponerem, Magnates mei, imo totius Angliæ Po- 

lus id nullo modo pateretur. That as long as 
he had Life, and God bleſſed him, he would 
never ſuffer the Rights and Honours of his 
Country to be diminiſh'd. And if I, faid he 
(which God forbid) ſhou'd be ſo mean ſpirited 
28 to ſuffer it ; neither my Nobility nor Peo- 
ple would ſtand by and ſee it. Beſides this, 
William de Marrenaſt, the King's Procurator in 
the Court of Nome, told the Pope, That 
the King wou'd rather loſe his Kingdom, 
than loſe the Donation of Biſhopricks. 
The Pope anſwer' d, Know you preciſely, 
Sir, I ſpeak it before God, that for the 
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Redemption of my Head, I wou'd not ſuffer 
him to enjoy it. But for all this Gallant Re- 
ſolution of the King, the Crafty Pope by good 
Words and Promiſes, that he ne'er perform'd, 
as of ſending no more Legates into England, 
&c. found means to bring the King over to his 
Mind. And Matth. Paris tells us, that in the 
Synod holden at London, in the Year 1107. 
a Decrce was made, Cuz annuit Rex Henricus, 
that from henceforth, orc per donationem 
Baculi Paſtoralis vel Annuli quiſquam de Epiſ- 
copatu vel Abbatid per Regem. vel quamlibet 
| Laicam manum inveſtiretur in Anglid,  _ 
The Fhird Point that the Popes gain'd, was 
Appeals to Rome from Provincial. Councils. 
That he got in King Stephen's Time, when 
the Land was ſo full of Civil Diſlentions, that 
it was well nigh waſted. And yet the Pope's 
Scribblers wou'd make us believe, That if we 
have but him at our Head, we ſhall fall out 
no more. ; 2 
The Fourth Advantage the Pope gain'd, was, 
The Exemption of the Clergy : Of which Sir 
John Davis ſpeaks in this manner. We are 
no come to King Henry II.; in whoſe Time 
they made a farther Encroachment upon the 
Crown, whereby they endeavour'd to make 
* him but Half a King, and to take away 
« Half his Subjects, by exempting all Clerks 
from Secular Power. And this Point alſo 
| | . | cc the 
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the Pope Artes, but not over _ The 
Archbiſhop, Thomas Becket, who defended'the 
Cauſe, had his Brains beaten out about the 
Altar. And the miſerable Xing, for Penance 
went ſeveral Miles Bare-foot to Canterbury; 
was there whipp'd by the Monks of that Place; 
and then kiſs'd the Knee of the Pope's Le z 
in Token of his Humiliation. And yet Pa 
piſts take Fopery kot its Peace aud Witte 
mig 

The Popes have now got Fortr great Points 
from the Crown, Sending Legatet, Patronage 
of Biſhopricks, Appeals to Rome, Exemption of 
the Clergy; Beſides the Peter. Pence, enths, 
Firſt-Fruits, Profit of Indulgences, Pardons. 


Diſpenſations, Canonizing Saints, Sale of 


Relicks, Government of Monafteries, Priories, 
and Nunneries, which J paſs over with only 
this ſhort mention. There was nothing elle 
left for him to deſite, but the Kingdom it ſelf; 

and that he got in the next Reign but one, chat 


of King John. With the help of ſuch Trenc hand 


other Forces as he brought from Abroad, and 
ſuch Knaves and Bigots as he found at Home; ; the 
King was redue'd to that Miſery, that (to return 
again to the Words of the Leatned Attorney- 
General forequoted) © With his own Hands he 
% gave the Crown to the Pope's Legate, and 
8 1 an Inſtrument, or Charter, Sead with 
* A Bull, or Seal of Gold; he granted to God, 

C 2 and 
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Hand the Church of Rome, the Apoſtles Peter 
and Paul; And to Pope Innocent III. and his 
SdSucceſſors, the Whole Kingdom of England, 
and the whole Kingdom of Ireland, and took 
back an Eſtate thereof by an Inſtrument 
*. ſeal'd with Lead; yielding Yearly. to the 
Obusc h of Rome over and above the Peter- 
Pence, a Thouſand Marks Sterling, viz, 
Seven hundred Marks for England, and 
„ Three hundred Marks for Ireland, with a. 
{ flattering, ſaving of all his Liberties and 
** Royalties. The Pope had no ſooner gotten 
this Conveyance, tho' it were void in Law, 
but he Excommunicated the Barons, and 
<. repeals the great Charter, affirming that it 
I contain'd Liberties too great for his Subjects, 
calls the King his Vaſſal, and theſe King- 
4 Joms, St. Peter's Patrimony ; grants a gene- 
* ral Bull of Proviſion for beſtowing of all 
4 Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, and takes upon him 
hy 1 be abſolute and immediate Lord of all, 
c . | | | 


And altho' when Things are at the worſt, 
they uſually ſoon mend; yet our Amendment 
did not come quickly. All the Remainder of 
King John's Reign, and during the Reign of 
Henry HI. his Son; the Pope ſcorning to be 
content with his Thouſand Marks, endea- 
« your'd to convert all the Profits of both 
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Lands to his own Uſe, as if he had been (eiz'd 
6 of all in Demeſn: For whoſoever will read 
Matth. Paris his Story in the Time of 
„King Henry III. will ſay theſe Things ſpoken 
before, were but the Beginnings of Evils : 
© For the Exactions and 1 of the 
„Court of Rome were ſo continual and in- 
_ © tolerable, as that poor Monk who liv'd in 
« thoſe Times; tho' otherwiſe he adot'd the 
Pope, doth call England, Balaam's Aſs, Laden, 
< Beaten, and enforc'd to Speak; doth call the 
© Court of Rome, Charibdis and Barat brum 
* Avaritie; the Popes Collectors, Harpies; and 
< the Pope himſelf, a Stepfather 5 and the 
Church of Rome, a Stepmot her, &c. He faith, 
his Exactions were worſe than Iriſh Cuttings, 
© being ſometimes the Tenth, ſometimes the 
<< Fifteenth, and ſometimes the Third, and 
** ſometimes the Moiety of all Goods, both of 
* the Clergy and Laity, under colour of main- 
taining the Pope's Holy War againſt the 
* Emperor and Greek Church, who were then 
“ {aid to be in Rebellion againſt their Lady 
and Miſtreſs the Church of Rome. Then 
began Lombard. ſtreet to take its Name from 
— or Italian Bankers who return d our 
Money into Italy. But which way any part 
of it came back again, no Hiſtory teaches. 
We are now got to the Lear 1272. and have 
ſeen the Steps by which _ Popes grew to _ 


Fe 
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Exorbitant Power and Greatneſs : We muft 
now happily turn our Faces back again, and 
view the Steps hy which our Forefathers got 
their Bondage off and recover'd their Freedom. 
If we let the two Popiſh Authors that I 
have to deal with, judge for us, we muſt ſtay 
two Centuries and a half longer, till Henry VIII. 
and Luther. For as they think they have ſome 
Scandal that will ſtick there, they are loth to 
look farther backward, than thoſe two. Lu- 
Ther's Primo Solus eram, they repeat often over, 
But we muſt defire them to go 245 Years far- 
ther, till they come to the Valiant and Wiſe 
Prince Edward I.; for he was our firſt Succeſsful 
and Victorious Leader - againſt the Popes En- 
croachments : And if all Reformers be Here- 
ticks, as my two Authors delight to call them, 
our ever Honourable Edward l. muſt ſtand in the 
firſt Rank, as their renown'd Captain. WW 
And that this Part may. have the ſame weight 
with you with the reſt, I will giwe it you in 
the Words of the fame Judicious and Learned 
Author, in the fame Report of the Premunire. 
Thus we ſee the Effect of the Popes pre- 
© tended Furiſdifiion within the Dominions of 
the King of England; we.ſee to what Cala- 
*© mity and Servitude it then reduced both 
** the Prince and People. Was it not there- 
fore high Time to meet and oppoſe thoſe In- 
**-conventences? Aſſuredly, if King aa 1. 
— 5 | * who 


__ 
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« who was the Son and Heir of Henry III. 
e had inherited the Weakneſs of his Father, 
e and had not reſiſted this Uſurpation and In- 
e ſolence of the Court of Rome, the Pope had 
« been Proprietor of both theſe Iſlands, and 
_ _— had been no King of England at this 
cc 1V. 
" But King Edward I. may well be ſtiled 
« Vindex Anglice Libertatis, the Moſes that de- 
flivered his People from Slavery and Opprel- 
* ſion: And as he was a Brave and Victorious 
« Prince ; ſo was he the beſt Pater Patriæ that 
ever reign'd in England ſince the Norman 
Conqueſt, till the Coronation of our Gra- 
* © cious Sovereign. At the Time of the Death 
of his Father he was abſent in the War of 
the Holy Land, being a principal Comman- 
der of the Chriſtian Army there, ſo as he 
c return'd not before the Second Year of his 
Reign. But he was no ſooner return'd and 
„ Crown'd, but the firſt Work he did, was to 
* ſhake off the Yoke of the Biſhop of Rome. 
For the Pope having then ſummon'd a gene- 
© ral Council, before he would licenſe his Bi- 
* ſhops to repair unto it, he took of them a 
* ſolemn Oath, that they ſhould not receive 
_ © the Pope's Bleſſing. Again, the Pope forbids 
the King to War againſt Scotland; the King 
* regards not his Prohibition. He demands 
the Firſt Fruits of Eccleſiaſtical Livings; the 
| C 4 bing 
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* King forbids the Payment thereof unto him. 
9 The Pope ſendeth 65 rth a general Bull, 175 

e hibiting the Clergy to pay Subſidies or Tri- 
* butes to Temporal Princes: A Tenth was 


granted to the King in Parliament, the 


5 Clergy refuſed to pay it: the King ſcizeth 
e their Temporalities for their 5 and 
1 4 payment notwithſtanding the Pope's 

ull. After this he made the Statute of 
* Mortmain, whereby he brake the Pope's 
© Chief Net, which within an Age or two 
< more would have drawn to the Church all 
« Temporal Poſſeſſions of the Kingdom, Gc. 


“ Again, one of the King's Subjects brought a 


* Bull of Excommunication againſt another, 


* the King commandeth he ſhould be execu- 


* ted as a Traytor, according to the Ancient 
„Law. But becauſe that Law had not of 
long time been put in Execution, the Chan- 
« cellor and Treaſurer kneeled before the King 
** and obtain'd Grace for him, ſo as he was 

© only baniſh'd out of the Realm. And as he 

„ judged it Treaſon to bring in Bulls of Ex- 
* communication, ſo he held it a high Contempt 


ac 


* 25 Editio, I. which was the firſt Statute made 


” N Proviſors, the Execution of which 


a 19 during the Life of King Edward J. 
, " „did 


<« againſt the Crown, to bring in ulli of Pro- 
viſſons, or Briefs of Citation, and accord- 
* ingly the Law was ſo declared in Parliament 


cc 
cc 
cc 
co 


cc 


cc 


upon him again; but the Peers and People 
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did well nigh aboliſh the uſurped Juriſdicti- 
on of the Court of Rome, and did revive and 
reſtore again the ancient and abſolute Sove- 
5 of the King and Crown of Eng- 
and. | | 


« His Succeſſor, King Edward II. being but 


2 weak Prince, the Pope attempted to uſurp 


withſtood his Uſurpation. And when that 
unhappy King was to be PORES among 
many Articles framed againſt him by his E- 
nemies, this was one of the moſt heinous, 


That he had given Allowance to the Pope's 


4 Our Heroick King Edward III. carried on 
the ſame Cauſe againſt the Pope ; and added 


new Laws againſt Proviſors and Appeals; and 
enacted the famous Statute of Præmunire. And 
the Biſhops and Clergy join'd in that Law, as 


well as the Tempora 


Pope of that Time call'd it an Execrable Sta- 
tute, He could not get it off. 


Barons. And tho' the 


I I might here, before I deſcend lower, ſneẽrẽ 
what Noble Oppoſitions were made to the 
Pope's Power, in other Nations, both about 
the ſame Time, and before it. 


The Greek Churches were ſo wiſe, as to 


keep themſelves from under his Yoke ; and ne- 


ver let their Wealth come into his Coffers, or 


their 
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their Perſons into his Priſons. Whenever He 
excommunicated them, they paid him in his 
own Coin, and excommunicated him in Re- 
quital. 

As fierce a 8 as was ever known 
amongſt Mankind, ( that of the Guelphs and 
Ghibellimes ) was rais'd to its Height, by their 
Zeal in Defending, and Oppoſing his Encroach- 
—_—- | 

The Emperor Henry V. impriſon'd the Pope. 
And Charles V. after him, did the ſame, and 
burnt Rome about his Ears. 

The Quarrels betwixt France and the Popes, 
make a large Part of their Hiſtory in all 
Ages. © £2 
The Yenetians, and moſt Nations near, live 
with him by Concordats, rather than Subjection. 
Two General Councils ( Conſtance and Pi- 
fa) deny'd his Infallibility, declar'd a General 
Council above him, and exerted their Autho- 
rity ev'n to actual Depoſition. 

Many a poor Martyr ſuffer'd, or rather ma- 
ny Thouſands were murder'd and butcher'd, 
for oppoſing his groſs Errors: And amongſt 
our ſelves, Sir 7ohn Old-Caftle, Sir William 
Sawtree, Wickliff, Badly ; and afterwards more, 
and with fewer Mixtures of Error, as Know- 
Jedee increas'd. | 


Or 


For a little before the Time of Henry VIII. 
and Luther, Learning began to prevail, and 
Printing was diſcover'd, and a Spirit of Re- 
formation was found in many Nations at the 
ſame time: And the Pope ſhuffling with Hen- 
ry VIII. in the Caſe of his Marriage; That, 
and theſe terrible Encroachments I have rec 
on'd up, made him think it neceſſary to throw 
off, and extinguiſh his Power in England. 
Tho' he had written for him in his Youth, and 
had had the Pope's Compliment of Defender of 
the Faith; yet being vex'd with his Delays, 
He wou'd bear them no longer. 9 

He look'd back to the Beginning, and ſearch'd 
the Caſe to the Bottom : And not only He, 


but his Parliament and Convocation, upon ma- 


ture Deliberation declar'd, as it had been often 
declar'd before, That the Pope's Power in Eng- 
land was an Uſurpation ; Our Nation Free; 


Our Crown Imperial; with full Authority 


to do Juſtice, without having Recourſe to 
any Foreign Power, or Potentate whatever. 
They did nothing to break Chriſtian Com- 


| munion even with the Pope himſelf, confider'd 


as a Neighbour-Biſhop : Much leſs did they 
intend to divide themſelves from the Carbolick 
Church. They made a Solemn Proteſtation 
of the contrary ; and for that Reaſon, They, 
and the Free Princes that join'd with them; 
were call'd Proteſtants, from their Proteſ{ing, 
N that 


— 
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that they appeal'd only from a Council, in 
which the Members were {worn to maintain 
the Pope's Power; But were ready to lay 
their Cauſe before any Council, that were truly 
General, Free, and impartial. 

Our Nation went ſo far towards agreeing 


even with the Pope, that a "Temper was found 


out; and upon his remitting ſome of his ex- 


orbitant Claims, Terms of Accommodation were 


ſettled: But as God's Providence was in it for 
our Good, He caus'd the Wind to keep back 
the Ship. that carry'd the Agreement, Two 
Days beyond the appointed Time ; and the 
Tath Pope had let his Thunder fly before the 
ory A 2 and wou'd not be muse to re- 
cal it. 

If that Pope had indeed believ'd, that his 
Excommunication had really put the Nation 
out of a State of Salvation, I have ſo much 
Charity for him, as to think, that He wou'd 
Have revoked his Sentence: But as He knew 
very well, that it did us no harm ; and the A- 


greement being ſuch, as cut his Power and Pro- 
fits ſhort z; He choſe to let Things ſtand as they 
were, in hope that one time or other He might | 


make a better Bargain. 

No be not partial wind your own Coun- 
try, but conſider fairly, what became our Na- 
tion to do in this Cafe. Should a Noble Na- 
tion, and Imperial Crown, have truckled lon- 
p11 | ger 
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; it ? Our wiſe Forefathers were reſolv'd they 
| wou'd not; but as their Forefathers had broke 
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zer to a Foreign Ulurp d Power, which was 


Fifteen Hundred Miles from us, and had no 
Right over us? Tho his Encroachments had 
8 the Wealth of the Nation more than a 
ſbou'd we ſtill have gone on to bear 


off Part, they reſoly'd to throw aft the Ke. 
mainder of his Bondage. 

Tho' the Wealthy. Pope had bis Chat 
that, call d us Schiſmeaticks and Hereticks, and 
rattl'd over Canons: and Councils , and abugd, 


Texts of Scripture, (as your Modern Authors: 


do now) they were * Wiſer than to be 


frighted by — As they faw many Kings, 


and Emperors, and Excellent and Large Churches: 
deſpiſe his cauſeleſs Curſes, they were not a- 
fraid to do the ſame: And — aſſerted 
their Right, not as a Neu Claim, but as that 
which originally was, and always ought to 
have my, the State of the Nation. 

As the Firſt-fruits of that Liberty, they 
tranſlated the Scriptures into the Engliſh Tongue, 


and ſet them up in Churches, to be read by the 


| People; and in a few Lears, the Scriptures 


made way for the reſt of the Reformation. 
And-tho' it be now a Hundred and Fifty Years 
ſince it was finiſh'd, we have found no Reaſon 
to repent. As it was not made in a popular 
ſudden Heat, but with great Deliberation; ſo 

we 
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we have found ever ſince, tho' with Infirmities 
common to Men, yet better Juſtice, clearer 
Truth, more Liberty, reater Strength. and 
Riches, and more of God's Bleſſing: And the 
Pope hath grown leſs and leſs. For tho” the 
Feſwitt, driving a profitable Trade of Religi- 
and Merchandiſe together, make ſome 
e in far diſtant Nations, and unfairly 
bring ſuch ignorant Converts under the Pope's 
Subfection, as Auſtin did us; Yet at Home, 
where the Popes are better known, they grow 
— day leſs eſteem'd : And there is hardly 
any Popiſh Prince, who hath had any Occaſion 
to diſpute with him, but hath been ready to 
ſhew, That tho they kiſs his Toe, they are 
not afraid of his vain Excommunications. And 
it is farther obſervable, That no Nation that 
ever threw off his Yoke, ever took it up again, 
after they had found the greater Happineſs of 
having Juſtice within themſelves, and being 
free to examine and judge of Do&trines before 
ey recetv'd them. 


Tou perceive, Six, that in this Caſe I ibn 


us'd an Argument that is not much inſiſted up- 


on in The Caſe Stated, 1 did it, becauſe this 
affords an undeniable Confutation of that 

pular Cry, and cauſeleſs Reproach of Novelty, 
chat runs FOO The Caſe 00 from * * 


ning 
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s ning to End. For the great Objection we hear 
r of from him, is, Luther, and Henry VIII. 
d Where was Our Religion before Fe a — 
* Forefathers lik'd this Religion well; and w hy | 
'- muſt we be wiſer than they? Moſt of tho 
chat uſe this Argument, know very well, that 
je it makes no ſure Rule; for many times Poſte- 
y rity is wiſer than elder Times. And if i it be 
not; yet nothing is commoner, nor more 
- & needful, than for Nations to change Laws, 
i | Cuſtoms, and the Extent of Biſhopricks, when 
they grow to an Inconvenience. 
1 But in our Caſe, this Charge of Novelty; 
5 with reſpe& to the Pope s Right and Power, is 
* ſo far from being thus, that it is impertinent to 
urge it. For our Forefathers were ſo far from 
liking his Power, that they were in continual 
Struggles with him ; and gave us ſufficient  » 
Reaſon to think, that beſides its being the con- 
ſtant Bone of Contention, they thought it the 
greateſt Misfortune that ever Naß the Nas 
tion. 

And that your Prieſts may not W yod, 
and ſay, that either I, or the Learned Author 
that I quoted, have miſrepreſented the Caſe 3 I 
have tranſcribed ſome Clauſes, out of the Sta- 
tute againſt Proviſors, made in the 25th Lear 
of Edward Ii. a Hundred and Eighty. Six 
Years before Henry VIII. which extinguiſh'd the 
dern s Power here in England. 4 

3 
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By what they ſay upon the Account of One 
Kind of his numerous Burdens , you may 
judge, whether | have over-expreſs' Tings, 
now I am ſpeaking of all. 


1 und 25 Edvardi Tertij, 1350. after a Pre- 
face ſhewing our own en Right; 5 the Act 


— 5 


* The Biſhop of Rome accroaching to him 
« che Seigniorities of ſuch Poſſeſſions and Be- 
© nefices, Sh give and grant the ſame Bene- 
ce fices to Aliens, which did not dwell in Eng- 

land; and to Cardinals, which might not 
46 dwell here z and to others, as well Aliens as 
<Penizens ; as if he had been Patron or A- 
4. vower of the ſaid Dignities and Benefices, 
gs he was not of Right by the Law of Eng- 
land: Whereby if he ſhould be ſuffer d, 
there ſhould ſcarcely be any Benefice with- 
jn a ſhort time in the {aid Realm, but that 
“ jt ſhould be in the Hands of Aliens and 
«<"Denizens, by virtue of ſuch Proviſions, a- 

* gainſt the Good-Will and Diſpoſition of the 
% Founders of the ſame Benefices. And fo 
e the Elections of the ſaid Archbiſhops and 
„ Biſhops, and other Religious ſhould fail; 
and the Alms, Holpitalities/, and other 
C Works of Charity, which ſthou'd be done in 
<* the ſaid Places, ſhould be withdrawn, N 
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* And Goods without Number ſhould be car- 
& ried out of the Realm, in Annihilation of 
© the Eſtate of the Holy Church of England, 
and Diſinheriſon of the ſaid Grandfather, 
cc and the Earls, Barons, and other Nobles of 
e the ſaid Realm; and in Offence and Deſtru- 


ction of the Laws and Rights of the Realm, 


« and to the great Damage of his People, and 
« in Subverſion of all the Eſtate of his ſaid 
Realm, and againſt the good Diſpoſition and 
« Will of the firſt Founders, _ 
By the Aſſent of the ſaid Earls, Barons, 
« and Nobles, and of all the {aid Commonal- 
ty, at their Inſtances and Requeſts, (the Da- 
© mages and Grievances afore conſider'd) in 
the ſaid full Parliament it was ordained, pro- 


| © vided, eſtabliſh'd, agreed, adjudged and con- 
| © ſider'd, That the ſaid Oppreſſions, Grievan- 
ces and Damages in the ſaid Realm, from 


* henceforth ſhould not be ſuffer'd in any 
* - mate ˙ 3 G6) pet oh a 
“And now it is ſhewed to our Lord the 
* King, in this preſent Parliament holden at 
Moeſtminfter, at the Utas of the Purification 
of our Lady, the Five and twentieth: Year 
of his Reign of England, and the Twelfth 
* of France, by the grievous Complaints of 
© all the Commons of his Realm, that the 
* Grievances and Miſchiefs aforeſaid, do daily 
*. abound, to the great Damage and Deſtructi- 
9 on 
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% on of his Realm of England more than ever 
« were before; viz. That now of late the Biſhop 
of Rome, by Procurement of Clerks and 
„ otherwiſe, hath reſerved, and doth daily re- 
«ſerve to his Collation, generally and ſpecial- 
« ly, as well Archbiſbopricks, Biſhopricks, Ab- 
« hies and Priories, as other Dignities and o- 
ther Benefices of England, which be of the 
Advowry of People of Holy Church; and 
give the ſame as well to Aliens as to Deni- 
zens ; and taketh of ſuch Benefits the Firſt- 
fruits, and many other Profits: And a great 
„ Part of the Treaſure of the ſaid Realm is 
carried away, and diſpended out of the 
Realm, by the Purchaſers of ſuch Benefices 
and Graces aforeſaid. And alfo, by ſuch 
« privy Reſervations, many Clerks advanc'd in 
this Realm by their true Patrons, which 
have peaceably holden their Advancements 
** by long time, be ſuddenly put out. Where- 
upon the ſaid Commons have pray'd our ſaid 
Lord the King, That ſith the Right of the 
« Crown of England, and the Law of the 
« ſaid Realm is ſuch, that upon the Miſchief 
and Damages which happen to his Realm, 
He ought, and is bound by his Oath, with 
the Accord of his People in his Parliament, 
thereof to make Remedy and Law, and in 
* removing the Miſchief and Damage which 


* 
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« thereof doth enſue, that it may pleaſe him 
«thereupon to ordain Remedy. 
« Our Lord the King ſeeing the Miſchief 
e and Damages before mentioned; and havin 
* Regard to the ſaid Statutes made in the tim 
* of his ſaid Grandfather, &c. And having 
* Regard alſo to the Grievous Complaints made 
to him by his People, in divers his Patlia- 
* ments holden heretofore, s. To the Ho- 
© nour of God, and Profit of the ſaid Church 
* of England, and of all his Realm, hath or- 
« dered and eſtabliſhed, That the free Eleai- 
* ons of Archbiſhops, "Biſhops, and all other 
„ Dignities and Benefices elective in England, 
* ſhall hold from henceforth in the manner as 
they were granted by the King's Progeni- 
© tors, and the Anceſtors of other Lords, 
« Founders of the ſaid Dignities and other Be- 


* nefices. 


Thirteen Years after, in the 38th Year of 
this ſame King Edward, another Stature wäs 
made to enforce this ſame Caſe of Proviſors. 
And as I hope they will be thought to deſerve 
the Conſideration of an Engliſh Gentleman, 1 
will = ſome few Lines out of the Preamble 
8 that. 


* To nouriſh Love, peace and Concord, be- 
* tween Holy Church and the Realm ; and to 
D 2 ap- 
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*« appeaſe, and ceaſe the great Hurt, and Pe- 
* rils, and import able Loſſes and Grievances 
* that have been done and happen'd in Time 
* paſt, and that ſhall happen hereafter, if the 
©© Thing from henceforth be ſuffer'd to paſs ; 
* becauſe of perſonal Citations, and other that 
© be paſs'd before this Time, and commonly 
do paſs from day to day, out of the Court 
of Rome, by feign'd and. falſe Suggeſtions 
* and' Propoſitions, againſt all manner of Per- 
** ſons of the Realm, upon Cauſes whoſe Cog- 
.**-nizance and final Diſcuſſing, pertameth to 
** our Sovereign Lord the King, and his Royal 
Court; and alſo of Impetrations, and Pro- 
* viſions of Benefices and Offices of Holy 
„Church, Oc. For which Cauſes, and Di- 
ſpenſing thereof, the good ancient Laws, 
„ Uſuages and Cuſtoms, and Franchiſes of 
* the ſaid Realm have been, and be greatly 
* appeired , blemiſh'd and confounded ; the 
Crown of our Sovereign Lord the King mi- 
* niſhed, u Perſon falſly defamed ; the 


„ Treaſure andRiches of his Realm carried a- 


way; the Inhabitants and Subjects of the 
Realm impoveriſh'd and troubled ; the Bene- 
< fices of Holy Church waſted and deſtroy'd ; 
Divine Services, Hoſpitalities, Alms-Deeds, 
and Works of Charity, withdrawn and ſet 
apart; the Commons and Subjects of this 
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“Realm in Body and Goods travelled: 
« Therefore our n Lord the reds 
« Gc. | | 


This . King Edward, who is allow'd 
to be one of our beſt Princes, made the fa- 
mous Statute of Præmunire, that forbad Ap- 
peals to Rome under Pain of * Outlawry, which 
e Body, Lands and Goods, to the King 8 
ill 92 
The Pope called this an Execrable 8 
but: could not get it off, as 1 obſeryed , be- 
„ 
„His immediate 3 King nad I. 
rcd theſe Laws by a new one made 1392. 
The Title of the Act is; Præmunire for Pur- 


chaſing of Bulls from Rome. The Crown. of 


England ſubje& to none. In the a of it 


18 s this Clau e: 


And ſo the Crown of England, which 
* bach been fo. free at all Times, that it hath 
** been in no Earthly Subjection, but immedi- 
** ately-ſubje& to God in All Things touching 
the Regalities of the ſame Crown, and to 

none other; ſhould be ſubmitted to the 
N i Pape: and the Laws and Statutes. of the 
ce Realm by him defeated, and avoided at his 
* Will, in —— Deſtruction of the Sove- 


"| reignty of the Logd the King, his Crown, 
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4% his Regality, and of all his ang which 
* God defend. 20 810 
„ And moreover, the n aforefabd gay, 
© That the ſaid Things ſo attempted be clearly 
be againſt the King's Crown, and his Regality, 
* uſed and approved of the n 00 all .* 
” ** Progenitors, 


By theſe Statutes you ſee, that tho?. our Fore. | 
fathers had unwarily let the Pope get too much 
Power over them, they never own'd that it 
was ſo of Right; nor did they find or think it 
any Bleſſing, but a Burden importable. - © - 
When Henry VIII. extinguiſh'd his Power in 
Engler, He did but vigorouſly execute theſe 
Statutes that had been made ſo long before: 
And what pity is it, that any Engliſh Gentle- 
men, who ſhou'd be Patriots, and give Strength 
— the Crown and Laws of their own Coun- 
ſhou'd take part with a Foreign Uſurper, 

25 uſe their Names and Intereſts for the put- 
ting his Yoke and Power upon us? That Ita- 
lizns ſhou'd do it, is no Wonder: They wou'd 
be glad to have Lombard. ſtreet fill'd again with 
their Bankers, who ſhould ſend our Wealth to 
be ſpent at Rome. That they who are bred in 
the TONE $ Colleges, and {worn to his Intereſts, 
ſhou'd do it, is no mighty Wonder. Tho it 
be hard, that, being Engliſhmen , | they ſhould 
not have ſome Senſe of their Country's Suffer- 
ings; 
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ings 2 Yet having had their Bread in the Pope's 
Colleges, and his Oath upon them, and the 
Hopes of Preferments and Biſhopricks from 
him; it is no great marvel, if they do ſtrain 
Things to his Favour. Human Nature, preju- 
dic'd by Education, and clogg'd by ſuch à Bi- 
aſs, is too apt to ſuch Partialities: But that Eng- 
liſb Gentlemen, whoſe Intereſt fhould lead them 
to defend their Country; That They, I ſay, 
ſhou'd be inſenſible of their Country's Suffer. 
ings, and oppoſe their own Kings, Parliaments 
and Convocations, in the juſt: Claims of thoſe 
Powers, by which only they can protect and 
defend their own Lives, Liberties and Religi- 
on: This ſhews a Spirit, that was never found 
in any Part of Mankind, but thoſe only who 
have ſuffer d themſelves to be perſuaded to give 
up their Eyes and Underſtandings to the Pope, 
and let him tell them, whether it be likely, 


that He ſhould ever be partial to his own 


Intereſts ? 


You will wonder, Sir, very likely, why I 
have faid ſo much concerning the Pope's En- 
croachments, and the Nation's Burdens, and ſo 
little upon the other Points of Controverſy be- 
twixt us. The Reaſon is, Becauſe that was the 
ſingle Point, upon which the Pope's firſt Ex- 
communication of Henry VIII. was grounded; 
a 107 e e ene 
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and which the Pope wou'd not now excuſe, if 
we took up all the reſt, and left out that. 

The Author of The Caſe Re-ftated would 
have us think, that the Greek Churches and 
Ruſſians differ very little from Papiſts, in all 
the other Queſtions; and yet he leaves them 
under his Excommunication , as well as us. 
But however, As our Reformers, when they 
bad caſt off their Yoke, and had the free Uſe 
of Scripture, Reaſon, Fathers, and their own 
Judgment, did think they had good Cauſe to 


proceed farther : And as now, after a Hundred 


and fifty Years: Experience, we think we have 
great Reaſon to thank God that they did ; 1 
will touch upon ſome of the chief and moſt 


material Points in Diſpute betwixt us. But 


having already made this Letter longer than 1 


intended, I will not enter deep into the plain 


Demonſtrations that we have for moſt of them; 
but will try rather the Part of a Reconciler, and 
endeavour to ſhew, That the Moderation of 
our Church of England hath always been, and 
is ſuch, that a Peaceable and Charitable Man 
may very well hold Lay-Communion with 
us, even tho' he ſhould be of the ſame Opi- 
nion with Moderate Papiſts in ſome of the Do- 
Def ff i Ve Boot nn tet 
Por the making this Healing Attempt more 
eaſy, you are already uſually. poſſeſs d of one 
of the beſt Qualities that can be deſir'd for its 

Founda- 
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Foundation: For you are generally ſo Wiſe, 
as not to let different Opinions break Com- 
munion. Tho your Divines, and others that 
look into Controverſy, have had warm and 
paſhonate Diſputes about the Degree and Eg 
tent of God's Grace, and Free-Will; and tfle 
immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, 
and even the Pope's Infallibility, and the Power 
of Councils, and which Councils are to be 
receiv'd, and which not; yet you are ſo. Wiſe, 
that you can ſay your Prayers together, and 


not break Commun ion. 

This is a right Principle, and the only 
Means of Unity amongſt imperfect Men, and 
1 ſpeak it to your Commendation: But doth it 
not oblige you to Unity and Agreement with 
thoſe Chriſtians , and that part of Chriſt's 
Church, which God's Providence hath plac'd 
you with, if it can be without Sin. For if Quar- 
rels with Strangers be a Fault, are not Quarrels 
amongſt Bret hren worſe? If a Schiſm from 
Foreigners be a Sin, is not a Schiſm from Chri- 
ſtian Neighbours a greater ; becauſe it deprives 
us of more Benefits, and cauſes more Conten- 
tions? If it be your Duty as much as is poſ- 
ſible, and as much as lies; in you, to live 

peaceably with a/ Men; can any Name of 
Diſtinction hinder you from being bound to 
do all that is in your Power to live orderly 
and obedientiy under your own Governors, 


and 
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and keep Communion with that National 
Church in'which you are born? Taking it for 
granted, That even Popery it ſelf cannot have 
blotted out your natural Love to your Coun- 
try and Neighbours ſo far, but that you ftill 
think your ſelf indiſpenſibly bound to live in 
Unity with them i you'ean : I will proceed to 
my ſecond Task of ſhewing, That the Mode- 
ration of our Charcl'is ſuch, That it impoſes 
nothing for 'Lay-Communion, but what any 
peaceable Man may comply with without Sin, 
even tho' he ſhou'd believe ſome of your 
— Polirities ĩ whe, 002ts sf wt, 


Of the Lu of the Chyreh of England. 


In the firſt Place, our Enpliſh Liturgy can 
no ways be pretended to be unlawful. You 
have many a time heard your own Prieſts tell 
yOu what they always tell our People when 
hey are trying to ſeduce them, that our Li- 
rurgy was taken out of your Maſs-Book, And 
it is true enough for the greateſt part that it 
was ſo : For our Reformers had no thoughts of 
ſetting up a new Religion, or beginning a new 
Church; and therefore, with the Addition 
only of ſome few Prayers which no Man alive 
can object againſt, and leaving out ſome others, 
that Superſtition” had lately brought in, they 
- went on in the ſame Path they were in, and 

18 without 
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without Interruption of a Day kept going to 
the ſame Congregations, in the ſame Churches, 
and (ſome few excepted) with the ſame Prieſts; 
never once dreaming, that any would be fo 
Schiſmatical as to leave their own Churches 
and law ful Parifhes, and creep into Corners by 


| themſelves, only becauſe they had their Creed; 


and Prayers tranſlated. into their own Tongue. 
But conſider now the plain Conſequence of 
our own Argument, and learn from it the 
wfulneſs of our Liturgy. For can a Papiſt 
tell us that it came out of the Maſi- Book, and 
yet tell us alſo, that it is Netw and Sinful 2 If it 
be the ſame with their own, is it not ancient 
before Luther, and very Orthodox, and law- 
ful? Doth leaving out the Superſtition and 
Woo make the plain Parts to be Heretical? 
if it be Orthodox in Latin, is it not as 


a Papiſt himſelf, if he be candid, muſt own 
this: And therefore, for the firſt Ten or 
Twelve Years, Papiſis continued to hear it in 
their own Pariſhes, without making a Separa- 
tion. The Pope himſelf that then was, Pius IV. 
offer'd. to confirm it, if we woy'd but take it 
as from him: And Dr. Heylin tells us, he ſent 
his Legate Parpalia to make the Offer. And 
ev'n the Author of the Caſe Re. ſtated, tho? in 
his way of bantring what he cannot anſwer, he 
intimates, as if it was not Lawful;, 1 — 
buon ot 
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doth not Name One Word in it that is fin- 
N which a Lay-Man i is to uſe. £50! 


< of rape, in a known Tongue,” 


Y That L may ſpeak of this in the fofieſt 
Terms, perhaps it may be allow'd, that in Italy, 
and France, and Spain, where' their Languages 
are broken Latin, the People with a little 
care might have ſome imperfect Knowledge of 
plain Prayer that they heard often: But what 
Knowledge cou d ours have, whoſe very Lan- 
guage is another Thing, and our very Letters 
ſounded differently > We had as much Reaſon 
to have had it in Engliſs from the Beginning, 
as the Chineſe have now, to whom the latter 
Popes have granted it. And as their denying it 
to our Nation in thoſe Ages, ſhew'd how bar- 
barouſly they us d us when they had us in their 
Power; fo the Remembrance of it ſnou'd give 
all Men an Inclination and Kindneſs to thoſe 
Reformers * whom they gain'd that Bleſſing 
without the Pope ane: : For his crafty Offer 
of confirming it, was not till we had taken it 
of our ſelves ; and our Governors were ſo ſen- 
fible of the Reaſon of his yielding 1t, that they 
ſtopp'd his Legate at Bruſſels, without ſuffering 
him to come nearer. They knew that if it 
was good with his Leave, it was good without 
Fw * and being a Free Nation, 1 
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wou'd no longer be ſuch Fools as to be per- 
ſuaded, that they might not ſay their Prayers 
with Underſtanding, unleſs the Pope gave them 
his Licenſe. What higher Degree of a Servile 
Bondage can be thought of? And yet it is 
Ten to One but my Two Adverſaries that main- 
tain this, will complain, that I do them great 
Injury, in ſay ing, that they have loſt the true 


Senſe of their Country's Intereſt. 
. Of Tranſubſtantiation. 


Tranſubſtantiation, taken in its natural plain 
Senſe (and Terms of Art and Diſputation 
ought not to be Figurative, but Plain) is ſo 
ſhocking to common Senſe, and full of ſo many 
Impoſſibilites, that no Mathematical Demon- 
ſtration can confute a falſe Propoſition by 
mere Abſurdities: But however, our Church 
does not require her common Communicants to 
make any Declarations about it. We our ſelves 
believe, that Chriſt is preſent wherever two 

or three are gather'd together in his Name ; 
and that therefore he is much more certain] 

preſent in that ſolemn Memorial of him. We 
receive the Sacramental Elements upon our 
Knees in the higheſt Act of Adoration, . tho? 
not of the Elements, yet of our Saviour, who 
is not Abſent. The Author of the True Church 
F Chriſt ſbeu d, &c. ſaith, the Preſence, is 


Spiri- 
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Spiritual. And fince our Communicants are 
not put upon farther Explications, why ſhou'd 
any diſtinguiſh themſelves in a Schiſm and Se. 
paration when they need not? Since our 
Church ſpeaks in the Terms of Scripture, and 
out of Tenderneſs to its Members requires no 
reſtraining Declarations, why ſhou'd Man ſeek 
for Difficulties where the Church hath made 


of Confeſſbor and Ab ſolution. 
The Author of The Papiſt miſrepreſented 


and repreſented, amongſt his other Curſes hath - 


this: 


30%, *« Curſed is he that Believes, that 
Prieſts" can forgive Sins, whether the 
Sinner Repents or no: Or that there 
« js any Power in Earth or Heaven, that 
„can forgive Sins, without a hearty Re- 

« pentance, and ſerious purpoſe of Amend- 

« ment. R. Amen. 05 


And Mens Thoughts and Notions of God 
muſt be as ill as Atheiſm, if they fancy that 
God is ſo perverſe a Being, that he will not 
forgive ſincere Penitents in any Chriſtian 
Church upon Earth, even upon the Declarative 
Abſolution of their Clergy, altho* their Su- 
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perior Biſhops do 8 at the ſame time 


about the Extent of their Juriſdictions. 


And as for the Frequency and Neceſſity of 


private Confeſſion, tho we do not make it ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to all pious Men, tho' they 
are under no Doubts or Fears; yet publick 
Confeſſion and Abſolution is part, both of our 
daily Service, and our moſt ſolemn Sacrament 
of Chriſt's Supper: And we recommend pri- 
vate Confeſſion to thoſe who are under Guilt 
and Doubts; and any one who believes it to 
be oftner neceſſary, or finds the oftner Practice 
to be uſeful, may uſe it as often as he thinks it 
needful. 5 N VR 58F 


Of Faſting. : 


Tho' St. Paul's declaring a Superſtitions 
Diftin&ion of Meats to be one fign of Anti- 
chriſt, 1 Tim. 4. 3. And fome Abuſes of it in 
ſome Papiſts who om they merit by it more 

ay 


than they do; tho? I ſay theſe things may have 
made ſome of our Church leſs careful of their 


real Duty in this reſpe& than they ſhould be ; 
yet many Devout Perſons amongſt us, do ob- 
ſerve every Faſt and Vigil; and any one who 
hath a mind to it, may obſerve both ours and 
theirs alſo. We have no Inquiſition to watch 
Men's Cloſets, or examine them concerning 

their ſecret Notions. ; 

{5901 Of 
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Of Holy-Days. 


The Pope hath doubtleſs made more Holy- 
Days than are any ways convenient for any 
ſober and induſtrious Nation ; but if a Man be 
fond of ſo many, he may be a Law to him- 
felf. We ſhou'd only ſmile at him, but not 
burn him for his keeping every Holy-Day the 
Pope hath made. | 


of the Worſhipping of Images. | 


The Proteſtant way of Worſhipping the In- 
viſible God with a Devout Heart, and without 
any Image to diſtra& and draw off the Mind 
from its unſeen Object, is ſo noble and fit a 
Service, that it is not to be wonder'd, that 
God guarded this Spiritual Worſhip by the 
Fence of a particular Commandment ; and it 1s 
Ten Thouſand Pities that ever Superſtition 
broke in upon it : But if by nice and dange- 
rous Diſtin&ions any Man thinks he can excuſe 
himſelf from Idolatry, tho' he Kneels and Prays, 
and burns-Incenſe before Images ; yet he can 
never think he is hound to that way of Wor- 
ſhip. No Commandment of God ever ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt bow down and burn Incenſe before 
an _ What Reaſon then hath any Man 


to break the Peace and Unity of a National 
Church 
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church * the fake of it? Beſides, we never 
pry into Peoples Cloſets to ſee how far they 
4 the Pictures, either of our Saviour, or his 
Apoſtles, for the Help of their Memories, as 
thoſe Paj its that live amongſt us, Ta jor | 
* lelr own Practice. | 


of 8 Fo 
Tho we think true Edification 8 in . 


Improvement of Mens Minds in real Know- 
ledge, and Love of God, and Faith in Chriſt, 
in Wiſdom, Juſtice and Judgment; ; and chat 
Popery hath more Ceremonies. than become , 
Wiſe and Grave Men; yet as they were not the 
chief Ground and Reaſon of our Reformation, 
it can never become a Wiſe Man to leave either 
ogry or any Church for the want of them. . 


of Unity and Stbiſor bs 7 12 
y Papiſts in Words talk each of Unity, ey 


et ſecretly chuſe the Diſhoneſt Policy * the 
ſtter Breach. If they do not, but 30 really 


deſire to make the Rent in Chriſt's Garment as 
little as may be; why do they not join witn 
any Chriſtian Governments that protect them 
in thoſe Ads of Worſhip that are Lawful? 
Whereas many of our Clergy are ſo charitable 
atihe 9 give Burial to a why do en 
ea 
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ſteal away ev'n from Hearing the Burial- Office 


of ours, © tho” there is not a Word in it that is 

offenſive ? Why. will they not hear a Sermon; 
ot read a Proteſtant Book; or join in a good 
Prayer, in any ſober Family, where they have 


ventur'd to eat very freely without Pollution? 


It is too plain, that tho' they prate of Unity, 


they defignedly widen the Difference; for fear 


leſt their People, by ſeeing the Innocence of 
our Prayers, ſhall find their 'own F olly in Divi- 
apy the Church becauſe of them. 

As for that Unity that is wanted beriet! 
one Free Nation and another, 1 do not ſee but 
that in all Cbriſtendom (Popiſh Nations ex- 
cepted) it is as near as can well be expected 
in our imperfect State, with divided Tongues, 
and different Cuſtoms in other Matters. Even 
the Filiog; doth not hinder us from having a 
compaſſionate Tenderneſs for the Eaſtern Chri- 
fians, that are Subject to the Dre: And 
when ſome of their Biſhops have been amongſt 

us in our Time, we have been er'n fond bf 
ſhewing how little their Difference divides us 
in Affection. With what Good-will do we 
receive any Foreign Proteſtants, when they 
EKgneel down with us at our Altars, and receive 

our common Badge of Union? How often 
have we reach'd forth our Hand of Charity to 
them, and receiv'd them into our Boſoms as 
Brethren, when _ have fled from ya 
s ow 4 2 — 
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r or been, deliver d from their Gal. 
WE ad ET ̃²ĩ᷑² wü Ü—éũꝛuuu 
And are not theſe very Fair and Subſtantial 
Acts of Catholick Communion? But they are 
not Toll to the Pope's Mill; and he excommu- 
4 their Griſt from him. 
To make ſhort of dr Aue : Let the 
Pope confine his Power to thoſe that are con- 
tent to be under his Biſhoprick, and leave | 
Damning thoſe that he hath nothing to do 
with, and let his Flock,join with other Chri- 
ſtians in all Aas of Worſhip that they can 
Lawfully,; and the Union of Chriſtendom is 
made without more ado, and wou'd every Day 
be growing nearer and better. 1 


Of Tradition and Antiquity, . 
Tho' we. equal no Tradition with the'Scrip- 


tures, yet we do not deny a due Regard to any 
Tradition that can be prov'd to come down 


| from the Apoſtles. That which we complain 


of, is, That they tell us of Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion, and put us off with Novelties, Younger 
than our Reformation : For the Council of 
Trent that this Author quotes ſo often, was 
not finiſh'd till after our happy Change was 
over. Our Nine and Thirty Articles are Elder 
than Pope Pius's Creed, which was not pub- 
liſn'd with its New Additions, till about the 

E 2 Sixt h 
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Sixth Year of Queen Elizabeth, when our 
Reformation had been ſome Years finiſh'd. 
They that read the Hiſtory of our Reformation 
without Prejudice, know, that as it was con- 
ducted orderly and carefully by our proper 
Rulers both in Church and State, who had no 
Temptation in any one Point to go wrong; 
ſo the Primitive Church, as they learn'd its 
State from Scripture, Fathers, and the Four 
Firſt General Councils, was the Standard to 
which they endeavour'd to reduce ours. What 
they rejected out of Popery, they rejected as 
being Upſtart Corruptions, which had ſtol'n 
into the Church, in the Times of Darkneſs, 
when the World was grown ſo Ignorant, that 
even the Infallible Pope himſelf had ſuſpended 
one Biſhop for believing there were Antipodes. 
That our Reformers might declare to all the 
World, that they made true Antiquity their 
Rule, and rejected the Popiſh Errors for their 
Novelty, Biſhop Jewel, who had as large a 
ſhare as any in the Reformation , made this 
Noble Challenge in his Sermon, at St Paul's 
Croſs, in the Year 1563. the Year after our 
Articles were publiſh'd. * 
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Biſhop Jewel's Challenge. 


* If (faith he) any learned Man of our 
« Adverſaries, or all the learned Men that be 
© alive, be able to bring any one ſufficient 
Sentence out of any old Catholick Doctor, 
* or Father, or General Council,or Holy Scrip- 
© ture; or any one Example in the Primitive 
% Church, whereby it may clearly and plainly 
te be prov'd, during the Firſt Six Hundred 


* Years, 1. That there was at any Time any 


private Maſſes in the World. 2. Or that 
* there was then any Communion miniſtred 
* to the People under one Kind. 3. Or that 
“the People had their Prayers in a Strange 
* Tongue that the People underſtood not. 4. 
* Or that the Biſhop of Rome was then call'd 


an Univerſal Biſhop, or Head of the Uni- 


e verſal Church. 5. Or that the People were 
taught to believe, that Chriſt's Body is Real- 
“ ly, Subſtantially, Corporally, Carnally, or 
“Naturally in the Sacrament, &*c. 9. 

that the Sacrament was then, or ought now 
to be hanged up under a Canopy, &. 14. 
Or that Images were then ſet up in the 


Churches, to the Intent the People might 


* Worſhip them. 1 5. Or that the Lay- People 
*© were then forbidden to Read the Word of 


* God in their own Tongue, &c. 20. Or 


E 3 55 s that 
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* that it was then thought a ſound Doctrine to 
„ teach the People, that Maſs, ex opere ope- 


* xrato, (that is, even for that it is ſaid and 


* done) is able to remove any part of our Sins. 
% 21, Or that any Chriſtian Man called the 
« Sacrament of the Lord, his God, &c. 23. 
* Or that a Mouſe, or any other Worm or 
* Beaſt may Eat the Body of Chriſt, (for ſo 
«* ſome of our. Adverſaries have ſaid and 
* taught,) Oc. 25. Or that the Accidents, 
„ or Forms, or Shews of Bread and Wine be 
the Sacraments of Chriſt's Body and Blood, 
and not rather the very Bread and Wine it 
« ſelf, Oc. 27. Or that Ignorance is the 
„ Mother and Caule of true Devotion. Then 
& I ſhall be content to yield and ſubſcribe. - 


As this very Challenge, made by one of the 
Chief of our Reformers, ſhews, that they did 
not forſake tlie Fathers and the Primitive 
Church, but kept both that and them as a 
Standard in their Eye; ſo he defended his 
Challenge ſo fully againſt Harding, and all his 
Adverlaries; that our Governors commanded 
the whole Diſputation at large on both ſides to 
be printed, and ſet up in all Pariſhes, that all 
the World might judge which ſide had moſt 
true Regard to the Fathers. That Book which 
I now ſpeak of, is, that which you pally 
® {es ſtand on a Desk in our Churches, that all 
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People may read both Sides to this Day. Shew 


ſuch a Book in = Popiſh Church in Europe, 


and that the People are ſuffer'd to read it as 
they are here. But that wou'd ſoon make an 
End of Popery ; and therefore they are only 
told of : Antiquity, but not ſuffer'd to ſee the 
Caſe fairly ſtat | oY 


* 
» 


Of Submitting to Authority. 


| The Author of the Caſe-Re-fated, "ſaith, 


We ſet up a Principle, © That in point of Reh- 
« gion every one that hath common Senſe, 


<' ought to think himſelf the moſt competent 


Judge, and that he is not to ſubmit to any 


« Paſtors, Church, or Authority upon Earth. 


And yet he immediately proceeds by the In- 


ſtances of Five Proteſtant Councils, to prove, 
that we do not leave all Men ſo ungovernable; 
but that we, as well others, require Subjection 


to Authority in Church as well as State. IF 


you think it impoſſible for ſo admir'd an 
Author to contradict himſelf fo groſly in the 
ſame Leaf, turn to the 193d page of his Book, 
in the Chapter concerning Private Futlg- 
ment. 10 in am 


What the Truth of the Caſe is, is very plain, 


and not much diſputed by Wiſe Men; for we 
allow reaſonable ſufficient Authority to Go- 


5 * 


vernors, and require à Dutiful Subjection to 
WE E 4 them: 
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them: But as we know too well; 'that Gover- 


nors, even Comncils, being of Men, are apt to 
abuſe their Authority, ſometimes by Miſtake 
through Human Weakneſs, and ſometimes for 
Selt-Intereſt and Fear or Pride: We allow the 
Governed the full uſe of their Eyes, and a due 
uſe of their Reaſon, and encourage the Laity 
as well as Clergy, to ſtudy Divinity, and uſe 
the ſame Means of Knowledge that the Clergy 
do: And tho' ſometimes for want of Humility 
and Modeſty, many have abus'd this Liberty, 
we think that a leſs Evil than either Ignorance 
or the Inquiſition. We have had 150 Years 
Experience of this gentle Way of Governing 
Men like Men; and ſince our Governors them- 
ſelves find no Inconveniency ; we that are the 


 Governed, think we have no Reaſon to com- 


Plain; nor do we envy either France or Spain, 
or the Eccleſiaſtical State, that are taught the 
Fruth by Fire and Faggot : For they are thoſe, 


not the Pope's Infallibility, which cauſe that 
kind of Peace which Papiſts call Chriſtian Unity. 


A Power ſomething like it, without the Pope's 
Authority, makes as ſtri& an Unity in Sweden 
where JI never heard that they are troubled 
much with Diviſions: And if ever our Abuſe of 
Liberty doth provoke God's Providence to take 
from us that happy Freedom with which 
_ Chriſtianity at preſent makes us free; may it 
© be our Lot to fall into the Hands of our own 

# | | | P rinces 


2 — —2 2 2 


* 


5 
| 
F 
2 
l 
t 
n 
8 


tothe PAPIS TS. 73 


Princes and Parliaments and Convocations, not 
into the Hands of [Ealians. Nature and Com- 
mon Intereſt will make our own have ſome 
Conſideration : But the Pope, being an Uſur- 
per, Fifteen Hundred Miles from us, may uſc 
us again as he did before. 


Of Perfe& Obedience. 


As this is only a Doctrinal Point, I am apt 
to think, that Men's Opinions about it uſually 
vary according to the ſtricter or looſer Interpre- 
tations which they make of God's Command- 
ments. If we Proteſtants interpreted them ac- 
cording to the Feſuits Morals, I believe we 
ſhou'd not think Perfect Obedience an Impoſſible 
Task. And if the Author of the Caſe Re. ſtated, 
did indeed think, as he ought to think moſt 
certainly, that every Man is a Sinner before 
God, who does not keep the whole Law, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, according to the 
Purity of our Saviour's Commandments, I amapt 
to think, he wou'd not inſult us ſo often for 
our more Modeſt, and Humble, and I doubt 


too true Opinion, That af Men are Sin- 


1 
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"Of 1 the Seven Sacraments 


Many think the Controverſy about the Se. 
ven Sacraments hath been in a great Meaſure a 
Strife of Words: But if a Man doth think | 
us miſtaken in not calling them Sacraments ; 
yet ſince we have the Things in Subſtance, He 
muſt be very little ſenſible of the Sin of 
Schiſm, if he leaves his National Church, and 
goes into Corners, and increaſes the Number 
of its Sects, for the Sake of a Word that is on. 


ly Ecclefs affical, 


. Of the Tranſlations of thr Bible into 
| Engliſh. 


The Author of The Caſe Re fred vo ventures 
to compare their Tranſlations of the Bible with 
ours: And in my Opinion, He cou'd not have 
pitch'd upon any thing, in which the Integti- 
ty of our Tranſlators, and the diſhoneſt Shifts 
of theirs, appear more demonſtratively. Let 
him ſay himſelf, whether thoſe which the Au- 
thor of The Caſe Stated quoted out of yours, 
are not plain Additions of Important Words, 
without any Words in the Original to anſwer 
to them ? As, Purgatory, Maſs, Hoſt, &c, 
And in 1 Tim. 4. 1. in the Louvain ranſlati- 


on, is added the Word Roman: Some ſball de- 
Part 
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part from the Roman Faith, | No ** but 
St. Paul wou'd have {aid ſo, if he had meant 
it. And theſe Tranſlators Knowing the Pope 
means ſo now ; and that without that the 
Text perfectly agrees with our Proteſtant In- 
terpretation, which makes Hereſy conſiſt in De- 
parting from the Faith, not the Pope; He 
boldly put in the Word Roman, and made the 
Caſe plain. 

Now who can ſhew any thing like this in 
ours ? If ours are wrong, they are only Mi- 


| ſtakes, where the Words are capable of Two 


Senſes.” But I have examin'd all that He names, 


and 1 verily think they are not Miſtakes, but 


the true Meaning. I will mention but one, 
8 L am already ſo, far beyond my intended 
Len 

ey know how. bn triumphs over us, for 
our Tranſlating ywrzirz a Wife, in 1 Cor. 9. 5. 
And yet your Lexicon tells you, that 3 does 
ſignify 4 Wife as well as a Woman. And the 
Apoſtle, did certainly mean 4 Wife ; becauſe 
He . He might lead one about, as well as 
3 For it was a Wife that St. Peter 

e eas 
Beſides, Tranſlating it ones a makes a 
Tautology : For — firſt Word, Ap, is 
meant of any Chriſtian Woman. For if he 
had ſpoken of his own Siſter, the Pronoun muſt 
ave been exprels'd, my Siſter, or one of my 
3 Siſters: 
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Siſters: And He calling the Perſon he might 
lead about, 2 Siſter, ſnews, that in that firſt 
Word, he meant any Chriſtian Soher Woman ; 
and by conſequence, that the Second Subſtan- 
tive, yang, was of Right to be tranſlated 
Wife, as Ours have put it, 
And yet this is one of the great Faults of 
ours. But compare this and their; and judge 
you betwixt us. n 


Of Miſſionaries. 


The Colleges for Propagating the Faith in 
Heathen Countries, I take to be the beſt Thing 
that Rome hath to boaſt of above other Nati- 
ons. And I ſhould not add any thing in A- 
batement of its Merit, if they could be content 
to enjoy its Commendation, without inſulting 
us upon that Score. But both thoſe Authors, 
whoſe Books I have before me, are very ſevere 
upon us in this Caſe ; and without taking any 


manner of notice of thoſe Excellent Foundati- | 


ons that we have for this Work, they reproach 
us without Mercy. 5 
And to anſwer this Caſe Step by Step ; I 


think I may fay , in the firſt place, That we 


have now as many Miſſionaries, as we had be- 
fore the Reformation, while we were Papiſts. 
If we axe under a Defe@, the Fault of it __ 
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be look d for ev'n in the Pope's own Times a- 
mongſt us: For we have as many now, as we 
had then. Nor did any of our Reforming 
Princes take away one Acre of Land, that 1 
ever heard of, that was given for that Pur- 
ſe; but We have ſettled much ſince, both in 
Tad and Money. 
I believe I may add, Secondl „That Rome 
excepted, We have as many Mi onaries as any 
of the Neighbour- Nations round about us, not 
excepting the Popiſb. For if Spain reckons its 
Conqueſts, we muſt count our Plantations ; and 
if both theſe be ſet aſide, 1 ſuppoſe we may 
compare with them. | 
But Wealthy Rome, it muſt be confeſs'd, out- 
does us. That hath more Miſfionaries, and 
ſends them o better provided. But what i 18 
that to Tranſubſtantiation, or any Point of Do- 
ctrine 1 — betwixt us? Their Doctrine: 
are neither better nor worſe, tho their Zeal 
be greater. 
here are ſome upon Record before them, 
that compals'd Sea and Land to make a Proſe- 
hte; and then made him worſe than he was 
And therefore this doth not alter the 
Caſe 1 in Diſpute betwixt us. 


And rr is another Thing to be added, that 
takes off much from the Pope's Merit in this 
Matter. By this Pretence of the Miſſon, He 
gathers large Contributions and Charities, ** 
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of all Popiſh Countries; and then ſends out 
his Miſſionaries, to extend his own Juriſdicti- 


oy of Chriſt : And if they won't receive 


. from Him they ſhall not receive ei- 
ther. 1 | 

Our Miſſionaries do not preach Chriſtianity 
in that manner: And fince the Pope's do, We 
are ſo far from conſidering his Miſſionc as any 
Proof of his Faith or Zeal, that we reckon it 
one of the Chief of thoſe Worldly Policies, by 
which he ſupports his own Secular Power and 
VVV | 


'Of the Council. of Trent. 


„ 


Or the Council of Trent 1 {hall only fay, 


That there was not one Half of Chriſtendom, 


that ſent any Repreſentatives to it. Thoſe Po- 
piſb Nations that did, were fo few, that all 
their Biſhops together did not equal the Aa- 
liant, but were out- number d by 104. And 
of thoſe Hundred and Four, many were on- 
ly Tirular, and livd upon the Pope's Purſe; 
and all were ſworn to the Pope's Supremacy. 
And carr, you, (an Engliſbmas 1) think Eng- 


land muſt be bound by the Canons of ſuch a 


Council? 
* un % \# L 
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Our Government of that Time was infinite - 
ly in the Right, in refuſing to join with them, 
or owning my Authority that "hoy had over 
us. | 

For this great Number of Tralians, ſee! 
Di: Hic bers Letters, 5. 173. 6 


I might eafily add many other Points in Di 


ſpute betwixt us, and other Abuſes that we 


complain of: As, The Taking away Half of 
the Sacrament; Abuſe of the Index Expurga- 
torius; Excommunications of whole Nations; 
the DoArines of Merit, Purgatory, 'and Pray-- 
ert to thoſe who are not only out of our Hear- / 
ing, but (for ought we know) may be damn- 
ed in Hell, Gc. But neither theſe, nor thoſe 
that I have he P notice of, * the Points 
for which the 'ope paſſ'd hi is ; Excommunica-" 
tion. | 

Many of your beſt Writers, of late Years," 
have interpreted many of both thoſe Kinds ol 
Caſes fo near to our Proteſtant Notions, that 
— 2 it 15 not eaſy to ſee where they 
differ. * * 

When the Perſecution of” Proreſiones was ſet 
on foot, in the Reign of the late French King; 
one of the firſt Steps taken, was an Addreſs 
of the Clergy to the King, Tha He wou'd not 
ſuffer the Proteſtants to ſland them, and teach 


the 
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the People that they believ'd what they did 
not. | 


In King Fames's late. Reign a when theſe 


Queſtions were ſifted to the bottom, the moſt 
plauſible Defence your Prieſts made, was their 
Complaint, that We Proteſtants repreſented You 
as differing from us more than You did. And 
the famous Author of Popery Miſrepreſented, 
and. Repreſented , concludes his Book with 
Twenty Curſes upon any one, who believ'd 
any of thoſe Twenty Points, that he reckons 
up as charg'd upon Papiſts in our Writings. 
How happy wou'd it be, if You would ſhew 
the Truth and Reality of ſuch Sayings, by not 
Refuſing to worſhip God, and ſay your Pray- 


ers with us; and by not making a dangerous 


Separation and Rent in your .own Country, 
without Cauſe 2 For if New Popery is not ſo 
abſurd as the Old ; and iN woes Rational Men 
are not ſo groſs in their Notions, as your Bi- 


gots; and if you, and other Engliſh. Papiſts, 


are amongſt thoſe more ſenſible Perſons ; in 
ſhort, if mou are ſo near us in your Opinions, 
as many 


Sin of Schiſm, only for the Pope's Power? 


And even with reſpect to that, I have heard 
a Sober Papiſt declare, That if Popery was re- 
ſettled in England, and the Pope, {hou'd make 


the 


y ; why ſhou'd you deſert your 
Country and Neighbours, and venture the great 
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the ſame: Exa&ionsathat he did before; He 
would Ride againſt Him, in Defence of his own 
Country, and in Oppoſition to, His Pretenſi-. 


ons: .::; "1 
What is it then, that ſuch a one can think 
of ſufficient Weight to bear him out, in Divi- 
ding ſuch a Noble Part of God's Church; in 
Forſaking his Prince in his juſt Claim of Right, 
and Sacrificing his own Intereſt to a Foreigner? 
A wiſe Man would not do thoſe Things for 
the Sake of a little Holy-Water,, or for any, 
Thing elſe, which he may have without ſuch 
a Separation; or for fear of any cauſeleſs 
Curſe, that will not hurt-him: 
And therefote,-Dear. Sir, conſider very well, 
what it is you muſt make the Ground of your 
Separation; and if you find no Hereſy in us 
ſufficient to bear ſo great a Weight, be recon- 
cil'd to the Country that protects you, and 
Neighbours amongſt which God hath plac'd. 
you; and act like a Gentleman, who ought to 
be at the Head of us, defending the Nation's 
Right, againſt its Enemies of all Sorts. 


How often have I. ſeen your Father with 


Fine a Gentleman (and other Popiſh Gentle- 
men alſo) ſhould not be in out. Parliaments, 
in our Courts of Juſtice, or at the Head of 
our Troops, Defending our Country in all its 
e 
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Veneration ; and thought what Pity. it was, ſo 
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Your Neighbours wou'd now follow You, 
and your Children, with the fame Pleaſare 
that they follow other True liſh Gentle- 
men, that lead us in our Elections, and are 
the Strength of our Government, and Mini- 
ſters of our Juſtice. 

Lou have married a Lady, who hath a Right 
to have her Children Nas their Share in the 
Honours and Privileges of the Nation, 


You have a Hopeful Child, that already dif. 


covers Strong Parts, and a Noble Genius, that 
will not let him be unactive in the Cauſe He 
eſpouſes. Send him not to Rhemes or Doway, 
where He will be train'd up for the Pope's 
— —— But as 2 Country hath a Right to 

He a Right to all Engliſ Pri- 
—— — Properties; bring him up in his 
Country's Service, and in the Knowledge of its 
Hiſtory, Rights, and Laws. 

If You are jealous of our Proteſt ant Hiſtory 
fince the Reformation ; Read the Hiſtories of 
our Aings, and Wars before it. As We Pro- 
teſtants Honour our W3 lliems, and Henries, and 
Richards, and Edwards ; and have Statues in 
Memory of them in our publick Places, and 
glory in their Conqueſts and Bravery ; Do 
You read their Laws, and Wars, and t 'Gal- 
lant Oppoſitions they made ag unſt the Pope's 
Encroachments : And then lay your * up- 
on your Heart, and think, Whether, if they 

were 
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were to riſe out of their Graves, and ſee your 


Behaviour and ours, they wou'd not greatly 
commend us, and as greatly blame you ? | 


What I have here laid before you, I verily 
believe is your bounden Duty towards God, as 
well as the plain Intereſt both of your ſelf and 
Family : And therefore do not throw it by, as 
an Heretical Paper that ought not to be read, as 
3 only from a Church. f England Par- 
on. 
Tho' we do not boaſt of any Portions of In- 
fallibility, for ſpeaking the Words of an Infal- 
lible Pope: Tho we dare not preſume to lay 
Claim to ſuch wonderful Powers, 'as your own 
Priefts have found Means to perſuade you that 
they are poſſeſs d of; We may have perhaps 
as much Truth. God ddes not always give 
his Gifts and Bleſſings, according to the Height 
of Mens Pretenfions. 1 

Some of our own Sefs claim as much Inſþi, 
ration, and Infallibility, as yours; and are 4. 
moſt as raſh, in damning all bur themſelves, 
But ſure they are not in a more fafe, but much 
more dangerous State, for that. But be their 
Pretenſions, Threatnings and Excommunicati- 
ons, what they will; we trouble not our ſelves 
about them. We only claim a Right of being 
Heard, if we Speak Truth; and being Be- 


liew'd, if we Prove it. And the Point in Di- 


5 
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ſpute betwixt us being a National Right, I 
cannot be wrong, in adviſing you to read and 
conſider well the Hiſtory and Ancient Laws 
of the Nation ; and particularly thoſe Laws, 
that were made by Kings, and-Parliaments, and 
Biſhops in thoſe Times, when you your ſelf 
own they were Catholick, and which you call 
upon us to follow, when you tell us of our 
Forefathers. op . 
Thoſe Laws will plainly let you ſee, That 
the Pope's Power hath been ſo far from being 
a good Means of Unity, and Peace, and Pro- 
ſperity to our Nation, that it hath always been 
its Burden, and Bone of Contention. And 
therefore never live in Hope: Do not imagine, 
that we ſhall ever take up that Yoke again, now 
we have ſo long had the happy Experience of 
living free from it. Tho' we know ver) 
well, that in Popiſo Countries they have Fi 
ner Churches, and more Curious Carvings, and 
Richer Copes for their Clergy ; Here in Eng- 
land, our Clergy are ſo Honeſt, and our Laity 
ſo Wiſe, as not to be caught by them ; but 
join together in Defending the Solid Subſtantial 
Advantages the whole Nation hath gain'd, 
fince we have found the Profit and Pleaſure 
of examining Things to the Bottom, and ſee- 


ing how we were abus d while we were kept in 


Ignorance. 
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Since we have the Privilege of Living in a 
Free Church , as well as under an Imperial and 
Free Crown, that is not in Subjection to any 
Foreign Power; and ſince we have the great 
Bleſſing of God's Word, with Liberty to en- 
quire and ſee, in what manner your Prieſts ex- 
plain'd it : Do not think a few Rich Carvings, 
and Fine Capes, will make us change this for a 
Latin Service, and the Cruelty of the Inquifiti- 
on, and ſuch a Diſhonourable State of Servi- 
tude; that neither our Kings, nor Biſhops, nor 
Judges, either ſeverally, or all together, may fo 
much as judge of the Meaning and Extent of, 
Thou art Peter. #75 
And yet we are not ſo angry, nor have ta- 
ken up any ſuch Averſion to the Pope himſelf, 
but that if He can teach us any Point of Wi 
dom, or Truth, or Virtue, and give us Reaſon 


for what He ſaith, we will hear and receive it 


with great Readineſs. As God hath made us 
all of one Blood, ſo as to have need of one a- 


nother : And as Truth, and Virtue, and good 


Learning, are the Nobleſt Things in which we 
can improve one another: And as beſides it is 
a Maxim in our Church, That every Biſhop 
and Paſtor, is Paſtor and Biſhop of the whole 
Church: If the Biſhop of Rome ſhall fo far 
humble himſelf, as to treat us, not as Vaſſals 
or Criminals, but Chriſtian Brethren ; and ſhall 
Winiſter to us any Helps of Information, in a 

| G 3 fair 
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fax way; We ſhould receive it wich due Ac- 


— of his Piety. 
As He hath great Ad — of Libraries, 
and Intelligence, and Men round about him 
that are no Fools; if He can clear up any dark 
Text of Scripture, or make any wile Canon 
for his own Flock; there are none in our Na- 
tion ſo angry with him, but they wou'd hear, 
and learn from him, as well as from others. 
And perhaps no Pope ſince the Reformation 
hath put out any material Decree, but our 
Learned Men have had their Eye upon it, and 
confider'd carefully, whether there was any 
Thing in it that would mend our Condition. 
Tho' in Requital of his vain Curſes, our 
People do ſometimes make themſelves merry 
with Burning his Picture; and our Governors 
connive at it, as a ſmall Return for the real 
Fires, that He lights of the Bodies of our Pro- 
teſtant Brethren : Yet we have ſo much Re- 
gard to the Truth of God, and Good Govern- 
ment of the Church, that we wou'd learn In- 
ſtruction even from Him. Tho of all Biſhops 
in the whole Catholick Church, He bath leaſt 
Reaſon to be regarded ; becauſe He obtrudes 
his Doctrines, without Leave for a fair Exami- 
nation; Yet if we find Truth even with Him, 
we ſhall readily learn and receive it. But for 
having His Holineſs bring us back to that State 
of Servility, that we muſt be 9 to Re- 
ceive 


hope you wi 
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Ceive and Swear to the Truth of his 
tho we think them Nonſenſe, and impoſſible; 
I dare anſwer for England, That it will never 
Willingly take up that © ence again. And I hope, 
her Mivevawy tives will never have a Plot 
ſo — M ucceſsful, as to force upon us 
that hard State, whether we will or no. If 
ever we do prove fo unhappy, we ſhall ſoon 
find what Sort of Doctrines and Decrees we ſhall 
have to follow it, after a little at firſt that He 
hath indulg'd our Weakneſs. 


And thus, Sir, according to my Promiſe, I 
have given you my Thoughts freely; and | 

n er the Caſe as fairly. You 
are now come to that Age, and Ripeneſs of 
123 when you ought to examine your 
Religion, that it may not be owing only to E- 


ducation. Even the Author of The True Church 


of Chrift, p. 45. tells you, That all Mankind 
are under a ſtrict Obligation to examine their 
Religion, & c. and the Reaſonableneſs of the 


4 * to the Faith and Religion which 


* they profeſs”. This is ſpoken like a true 
Protefiant + ; and I hope he means honeſtly, 
as he faith, without any Jeſwrical Reſerve, 


ca (hall deſtroy the Benefit of his Concel- | 
ON. 
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But however, take him at his Word, in the 
natural plain Senſe; and for a little while for- 
get you are a Papiſt, and prove, and judge im- 
partially. Lou have the ſame Means of Know- 
ledge that your Prieſts have, and the ſame Pro- 


miſe of God's Grace to aſſiſt you. And as 


Human Weakneſs is the ſame in them as it is in 
you; let not their fallacious preſſing the Argu- 
ment of it, hinder you from Judging as well as 
you can, and as freely as they themſelves tell 
you you ought. + | 


'Tho' the Caſe before you, be a Quarrel be- 


twirt your own Country, that protects you, 
and an Lſurper, who never did you Kindneſs; 
yet your Country asks no Partiality, but only 
à ſingle Eye, and unbiaſs'd Mind. But then, 
when your own private Reaſon hath gone as 
fat as it can, and you come to Points in which 
you ſhall want the Teſtimony, or Witneſs, or 
Opinion of others ; Your Country demands 


then, and inſiſts upon it in her Laws: She de- 


mands, 1 fay, That you do nat refer the Mat- 
ter of Her Right to the Pope Himſelf, or to his 
Penſioners, that are {worn to His Intereſts; but 
to Impartial Perſons, that know their Country's 
_ and Wrongs, and are the proper Judges 
Ot it. Tis! „ | 
And if, inſtead of this, any Engliſhman ſhall 
be obſt inately reſoly'd to make the Pope Himſelf 


Judge 


| Rand 
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Judge of his own Uſurpations, and in any 
Point of Authority ſhall urge the Canons of 
thoſe that have no Power over our Imperial 
Crown , and believe Fugitives before both 
our ancient and later Kings in the midſt of 
their Parliaments and Convocations: And if, 
beſides, they ſhall ſet up unprov'd pretended 
Traditions againſt the Holy Scriptures, and 
Modern Writers againſt the ancient Fathers of 
the Church ; ſuch Men are born to be Pope- 
lings in ſpight of all the Light and Means of 
Inſtruction, that God hath given to have made 
them Wiſer. | 


I am, 


Dear Sir, 
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LETTER III. 


To the foremention d Lady, who had been 
perverted by the Fopiſh Prieſts. 


MaDpan, 


T was with a great deal of Concern that I 
firſt heard of your forſaking that excellent 
Church, in which God's Providence had mer- 
cifully given you your Birth and Education, 
and in which, in the Unity of Chriſt's s Holy 
Cathglick Church truly ſo called, you had be- 
bee God's Truth, and the true Means of 
vation, in as much Purity, I verily per- 

ſuade my ſelf, as in any Nation upon 
You are now in a Church where, inſtead of 
Scripture, Reaſon and your own Senſes, you 
ak hear of little beſides the great Danger of 
Judging, Infallibility, Hereſy, the Pope, Tra- 
dition, Succeſſion of Mini ers and Councils. 
And tho' the Author of the Caſe Re- ſtated, in 
* worn Page, quotes vt. * telling 8 
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and that very truly, That there ſbou d be 
greater Diſputes about the Church than about 
Chriſt vet for all that, if you will be a true 
Papiſt, you mult, every Day believe the leſs 
and worſe part of the Church, tho' your own 
Eyes and all your Senſes tell you the contrary. 
As this Change happen'd in a Pariſh in which 
it is my Duty to do my Endeavour to prevent 
ſuch Misfortunes : And as I always had, and 
have ſtill a very true Reſpect and Honour, both 
for your Perſon and Family, I waited upon 
you, in hopes you might not be ſo far re- 
ſolv'd, but that I might clear your Doubts, 
and anſwer any Arguments by which thoſe 
that lie in wait, had perverted you. I hope 
Mr. let you know, that I told him, 
that that was the Reaſon of my coming, and 
not to begin a Diſpute with him in his n 
Houſe, If 1 had been permitted to fee you, 
very likely neither Mr. nor you had 
receiv'd this Trouble in Writing; but not be- 
ing allowed that Favour, | was confirm'd in 
my Fears, that you had had fome falſe and 
unfair Repreſentations of Things laid before 
vou; or otherwiſe, that one of your good 
Senſe cou'd never have been ade to 
leave ſo good a Church for one fo bad. 

By my Letter to Mr. „Which I 
defire you to read before you deliver, you 
ill fee the Reaſons why I think both * 
| Cr jor iro a 
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all People in England ought to continue in the 
Communion of our own Church, under thoſe 
Governors and Teachers, under which God's 
Providence hath plac'd us, and not rend and 
tear it into Sets and Parties. In this I have 
only reſolv'd the Chief Arguments into plain 
Queſtions, eaſy to be apprehended and re- 
membred. If I ſhou'd not be ſo happy as to 
convince you of your preſent Error ; yet keep 
theſe by you, and put them to your Prieſts as 
Opportunity happens; and if they ſhuffle, and 
cannot anſwer the Points clearly, I hope you 
will let Truth have its due Effet, and one 
Lime or other I do not deſpair but you will 
find the Benefit of it. N 26 


I. If they carp at, or contradi& any ſmall 

Mager in my Letter; ask them, Whether that 
be Material, or leſſens the Force of the Argu- 
ment. For tho' I do not know of any Mi- 
ſtake, ſome ſmall ones may be: Ask them, 
whether the Subſtance of the Argument be not 


good, notwithſtanding ? | 


2. When they boaſt of St. Peter's great 
Power, ask them; If that was true, How St. 
Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 11. cou'd ſay, For in nothing 
2 I behind the very Chiefeſt of the Apo- 
es E as HTS 
H 3. If they object againſt the Tranſlation ; 
ask them whether there are not more _ 1 
. an 
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and Chriſtians that tranſlate it our way, than 
there are that tranſlate it theirs ? | 
4. Ask them, whether the Greek Churches, 
rican, Ruſſian, and all the Proteſtant 
Churches together, are not many more than 
the P opiſh e | 63. 2 = Tr 
J. Ask them, whether in Prudence it be 
not ſafer for you both in this and other Mat- 
ters to take the Judgment of your own Nation, 
and thoſe Churches that are in Communion 
with it, rather than make the Pope himſelf 
{ Judge about his own Power and Intereſt ? 
6. When they ask, where our Religion was 
before Henry VIII. ask them, If our Engliſh 
Kings did not always oppoſe the Pope's En- 
croachments? Fe | 
7. Ask, Whether the Law of Premunire 
that Henry VIII. executed, was not made e- 
fore he was Born? A 
8. Ask them, if it was not made in the 29th 
of Edward III. and renew'd in the 16th of 
Richard II.; and whether that Law was not 
call'd by this Title, The Crown of England 
Subject to none ? | 1 
9. When they ſay our Religion is new; 


ask them, How they can call it either new or 


ſinful, and yet ſay it is in their Maſs- Books? 

10. If our Doctrines and Creeds be ancien 

as they are moſt certainly; ask them, Whether 

the bare Name of Proteſtant, makes our 1 
y_. | 8 
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gion New, any more than the Name Janſe. 
niſt, Molinif, Jeſuit, or Papift, makes their 
Religion be no older than thoſe Names? 
11. Ask them, Whether reforming ſome 
Things in a Church, makes a new Church, any 
more than mending cr ſweeping a Houſe, makes 
a new Houſe? gh e 
132. H all Reformers be Hereticks, as the t 
Author of the Caſe Re. ſtated is not aſhan'd to I ( 
fay ; ask them, How Things can ever be men- i 
ded when they are amiſs? * 


© Theſe are plain and eaſy Queſtions; and as 1 © 
God hath given you Parts that are able to f 
judge of darker Caſes than theſe ; and as by 
is Providence you are caſt into a State in 
which you are under greater Obligations than 
others, to enquire into the bottom of 
them, you have great Reaſon to hope for God's 
— Afliftance in judging rightly ; and therefore 
do not be afraid both of examining and judg- - 
ing freely. And do not be put off wirh Eya- 
fions, but hold them to plain Anſwers. And, 
therefore, | en | 


13. Ask them farther, Whether theſe Liber- 
ties they allow Papiſts here in England of 
having fibles and reading out Books, be true 
Popery as requir'd by their Canons, and as 
Practis d in Popiſh Countries? as 


I 4. Let 
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14. Let them tell you plainly, and without 
ſhuffling, Whether in Spain, or Portugal they 
wou'd not have burnt Mr. for keeping 
and reading ſuch an Heretical Book as the Caſe 
Stated, being it was not licens'd by the Go- 
vernors of their Church? ö 
thers that are learned Men of their own Per- 
ſuaſion; ask them; Whether thoſe Men did not 
live under the Pope's Juriſdiction? And if they 
did; ask them, Whether they . muſt not have 
been burnt, if they had ſpoken otherwiſe > 
and ask them, How it is poſſible to know when 
ſuch Men ſpeak their Thoughts fincerely > + 

16. Ask them, whether John Huſc and Fe- 
rom of Prague, and many others had not been 

burnt for oppoſing the Popiſh Doctrines "x 

Luther was Born? r rf 4 % 

17. Ask them whether the Council of Con- 
flance did not burn them; tho* they had the 

Emperor's Safe- Conduct for their Security? 


Tam fure your Proteſtant Notions and Hu- 
manity cannot as yet be ſo far but 
you muſt abhor ſuch Facts; and therefore 
make them Anſwer that point fairly. Eſpeci- 
ally when they tell you, that none were of our 
Mind till Lither, - me nn 


19 Ask 
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and Separation; as 
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18. Ask them, Whether Truth and good 
Learning be not more likely to be found under 
thoſe gentle Governments, where learned Men 


may be ſuffer d to ſpeak their Thoughts with- 


out ſo much Danger? 
19. If they quote a Council, ask, Whether 
they themſelves receive all Councils 2 If ou 


are not to receive al,, ask how you muſt diſtin- 


ben 


ories. And if you cannot be able to judge 


ſn them without Knowing their ſeveral Hi- 


of all, ask them, Whether it be not moſt Pru- 
dent for Engliſhmen to receive the Councils of 
their own Country, rather than thoſe they 
knew nothing of ? 

20. When Moſes bad the Iſeelites ak their 
Fathers and Elders; let them tell you, whe- 
th —— Fathers of their own 
Non? And when we are to ask our Fathers 
let them tell us, whether we muſt not ask our 
own ?- Or whether we muſt ask Italian to 
tell us, whether the Pope hath wrong d us? 

21. When they talk Ik of the Sin of Schiſm 

Frm If it be-not as great a 
Fault to ſeparate and divide their own Country, 
as to be divided from Strangers Fifteen Hun- 
dred Miles from us? 

21. Bid them name one real Virtue or 
Work that you may not practiſe in our Church: 
* if * cannot name one, ask them, 1 
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ther they are your Friends, that deſire to make 


you a Sufferer, only for the Pope's Sake? 


23. Ask them, Whether Lombard-ſireet was 
not call'd ſo from the Lombard, or Italian 
Bankers that return'd our Money into 1caly; 
and deſire them to tell ygu which way it came 
back again. * ch wia 

24. When they ſay, that they Literally Eat 


the Natural Body of Chriſt in the Sacrament; 


ask them, Whether what they Eat is Alive or 
Dead. If they ſay Dead; ask them how it 
is the true Body of him that is now Alive: 
If they ſay, it is Alive; Deſire them to tell 
you hom you can chew and {ſwallow him, and 
not kill him? But how Inhuman and Abſurd 
is the Imagination of ſuch a Thing ! | 
25. Ask them, Whether they are agreed 
amongſt themſelves, about the Doctrine of 1. 
libility. And if the Pope is indeed infallible; 
let them tell, what need there is of any Coun- 
cil. Our Saviour, who was infallible in reali- 
ty, never call'd a Council. 

26. Ask them, Whether their own Rhemiſb 
Tranſlation of the iſt of Corinthians, Chap. 14. 
ver. 11. be not thus; If I know not the Virtue 


| of the Voice, I ſball be to bim to whom I ſpeak 


Barbarous: And he that ſpeaketh Barbarous 
ti me: Ask them, Whether that be not a di- 
rect poſitive Condemnation of their own con- 
ſtant Practice of reading Latin Prayers and 

G Chap- 
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Chapters to our Ignorant People that cannot 
read Engliſh £2 ; 

27. When any Prieſt wou'd perſuade you, 
that the moſt Pious and Charitable People a- 
mongſt us cannot be ſav'd, becauſe they are 
not Subject to the Pope; Ask him, If he was 
not brought up in one of the Pope's Colleges; 
and in Requital, be not ſworn to conceal his 
Secrets, and promote his Cauſe. And after 
that, ask your ſelf, Whether it be Wiſe and 
Safe for you to believe ſuch a Guide, without 
hearing both ſides and judging. | 
28. When they tell you of the Council of 
Trent, ask them, Whether the Italiana in that 
Council did not out- number all the other Bi- 
thops by a Hundred and Four? And ask 
them, Whether they think the Rights and Li- 
b Ries of our Imperial Crown are to be decided 
by ſuch Judges? [e244 
29. When they boaſt of their Miſſionaries 
ſent-out for converting Heathen Nations, ask 
them, Whether the Pope ever ſent out one 
Man to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, without 
tacking his own Juriſdi&ion to it ? 
30. Ask them, Whether St. Athanaſius and 
St. Auguſtine do not teach, That God only 
is to be worſhipped; and let them tell you, 
Whether the Council of Trent, by the Index 
Erpurgatorius, did not order the expunging the 
Direction that ſhew'd People in what _ 
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Fathers? | SSH 3 38 
31. Ask them, Whether Tk Mary in her 
ſhort Reign did not burn above Three em 
Poor Proteſtants here in England? 
32. When they tell you, That we havo 
hang'd ſome of x iter ask them, Whether our 


Goverdiiignt did not hang them for Plots and 
Treaſons; as they have been forced to hang 


ſome now, under the preſent Reign of King 
GEORGE, whoſe Gentle Government can 
e be * with nen _ nen 


gion? 


Tam ſendble; Far That this due Conk- 
4 of theſe Queſtions, and the ot you 
the long Letter to Mr., will coſt 
ſome Trouble; but one of your Parts 
good Senſe wou'd be very faulty, if ow 
left the Religion of your ni and 
cation, without conſidèring well the — 
of your Change. And therefore pray to God 
ſincerely for his Direction, and do not be un- 
willing to take a little Pains in tinding where 
the Truth lies. The Conſequences are 
Material and Important that follow your De- 
termination of your ſelf. If God ſend you 
Queen Elizabeth's Spirit, you may be ſuch a 


fort of a Bleſling, —_— your own Poſterity 


- and 
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and that worthy Family you are match'd into, 
as Queen Elizeberh —_ Nation. What 
a long and happy Pleaſure will it be to you 


to ſes your Poſterity an Honourable Family, 
and under God by your Means, ſerving their 
Country in its Parliaments and Courts of 
2 and enjoying a Share in its Rights and 

rivileges ; and at the ſame Time, having the 
Means of Salvation in as great Purity as in 
any Church upon Earth? Is not this better 
than living like Strangers in their own Coun- 
try, and always under 2 and deſerved Suf- 
ferings, for trying to bring a Foreign Yoke 
upon their own Nation? I know, in this 
Caſe you will be afraid, left you ſhou'd have 
—— Regard to your Temporal Intereſt: 

it; conſider, Good Madam, That God Al- 
mighty is ſo merciful ; that he uſually joins 
our and our Happineſs together. More 
than half of the / Calamities that lie upon 
Mankind, are from their own, Fooliſhneſs that 
perverts their Way. And ſure, if ever any 
Sufferings for Religion were without good 
Qauſe, that is the Caſe of our Engliſh Papiſts, 

that make themſelves a little Se& divided from 
their on Nation, that they may keep up a 
fanciful Union with Italiant; and that deſert 
and oppoſe their Governors, that they may 
ſide with an Alien Fifteen Hundred Miles from 


What- 


as will make them 
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Whatever Sufferings ſuch bear, they are 
for their own Follies — not for ſuch a Cauſe 
The Pope 
indeed, in Gratitude —— well Wo leſs than 
put them into his Almanacks, but I fancy you 


cannot yet be ſo far g e take hig Alma- 
nacks for the Book of F 
5 3 Am, | Nn 8 "XN + mark 11800 
aan al dne, bes 

| 7 


With 3 | 
Tour fincere Friend ©. 
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Concerning the Dodirine of Miracles, 
and particularly thoſe of the, Romiſh 
Church. ; bs 
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HE Caſe of Miracles, I did not mention 
a amongſt thoſe few Points, that I touch'd 
upon in the preceeding Letters. The Reaſon 

of my paſling it over there, was, that I might 

give 1t a Chapter by it ſelf, with a little more 

Enlargement than I beſtow'd upon the other 

Caſes. For the Power of Miracles is the Point 
that Papiſts delight to dwell upon. © Bellarmin 

makes the Glory of Miracles his Eleventh Mark 

of the True Church: And they reproach us 

greatly for want of them. The Rhemiſb Tran- 

ſlators of the New Teſtament, in their Notes 

upon St. Mark 13. 22. ſay, © Falſe Chrifts, 

e and falſe Prophets be Seducers, who in the 
* later Day, by the Power of the Devil, ſhall 

« ſeem 
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pM ſeem to work Wonders, and yet Men muſt 


“ not believe them: Much leſs theſe; which 
« for their falſe Faith cannot ſhew ſo much as 
one falſe Miracle. 825 ann 
Our Reformers had hard Luck, that they 
cou'd not make ſhew of one 8 5 Miracle, 
when even the Tranſlators of the Popiſh Bible 


 wou'd have had fo much better an Opinion of 


them if they had. Sure the Devil had no 
Kindneſs for our Northern Hereſy : Or their 
cunning Men had not their Wits about them, 
or otherwiſe they might have hatch'd up one 
Lying Wonder, if they had turn'd their Minds 
that Way. But as they knew their Cauſe was 
right, and did not want it, they never catch'd 
at ſuch Appearances; tho' they ſaw very well, 
that Papiſts caught the Vulgar more by ſuch 
Arts, than by all their other Arguments put 
together. 

But let this reſt upon the Proofs that ſhall 
be made of it. At preſent I ſhall only fay, 
that the Caſe of Miracles 1s always to be trea- 
ted with great Reverence; becauſe, where 
they are true, they are the Works of God ; 
and both the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religion are 
founded upon them: But for all that, Men 


have never more need to be upon their Guard 


than when they are attack'd by the pretence 
of Modern Miracles. And for the forming to 


our ſelves ſome Rules for diſtinguiſhing betwixt 


G 4 the 
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the common Providence of God, and true 
Miracles, and only odd unaccount able Appear- 
ances, and the Craft of Men and Devils, I 
will offer to the Reader theſe Four Points, as 
I hope, not much erring from the Truth. 


And iſt, I think I may venture to lay it down 
as true; That Reaſon, and a ſtanding ſettled Reve- 
lation, and the Courſe of Nature, and the Helps 
of Government, and an Order of Teachers, be- 
ing eaſier to be underſtood, are fitter than Mi- 
racles for the general daily Inſtruction of Man- 
kind. When God hath ſeen particular Reaſon 
for them; when Times and Seaſons have been 


to be changſd, and new Religions to be planted; | 


as nothing fooner conquers the Slow an 
Worldly Minds of Men, than Miracles, God 
hath ſhaken the Heavens and the Earth by 
them, and convinc'd Men that way. In the 
Time of Moſes and our Saviour, he was pleas'd 
to do this in a high and happy Manner; For 
he made their Miracles like a Light coming 
from the Eaſt, and ſhining to the Weſt. If 
ever ſuch great Occaſions be. again, he will 
make his Works as viſible : And when he re- 
quires that we ſhou'd learn by them, he will 
make them as plain and eaſy tobe diſtinguiſn'd: 
But for the conſtant Inſtruction , of Mankind, 
cool Reaſon, and a ſettled Revelation, and the 
Courſe of Nature, and the Advantages of his 
Church, 


„ 1220; Þ 5.4 


” 
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Church, are the Means he hath provided, and 
by his Bleſſing he will make them ſufficient 
for our Inſtruction. 

Miracles, where true, tale Man off — 
his common Biaſs, and; put him into a Sur- 
prize; and the Effect too often vaniſhes, as 
the 0 t wears off: But Scripture and Rea- 

NU a: ſettled Courſe of Inſtruction, (that 


prov'd as well as inculcated,) they 
a bim by the Cords of Man; let him at 


in cool Blood, by laſting Principles, according 
as he is convinc'd ; and the Virtues, or good 


| Works, produc'd by that way, are True Reli- 


gion, that proceeds from the Heart of the 


Man, and are proper Subjects on the. Re- 
wards of God. | 


1t hath very often therefore. been a Sin, for 
Men to —.— after New Signs, and Wonders, 
and Meſſengers from the Dead: And our Sa- 
viour referr'd us to the Law, and to the Teſti- 
mony ; to Moſes, and the Prophets; and aſſur'd 
us, That if Men wou'd not be wrought upon 
by Them, Neit her would they be perſuaded, the 
one roſe from the Dead. 

When God ſpake to the Iſraelites from 
Mount Sinai, in Thunder and Lightning; all 


| — r together, even the mix d Multitude, 


is d, that chey would bear and do what- 
— =D ſaid to them: But Ob that there was 


ſuch a Heart in them ! ſaith God, in Deut. 3. 
| 29. 
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— God faw' their Heart and their Fright to 
N different Things; and ſo the Effect 
ew'd: For when the Fear was a little 
— and forgot, they were the ſame ſtiff. 
neck'd and ſtubborn "FR that N had al- 
3 raed 8 1 8 | 
adh, "As an who believe God 8 Proview 
conſider the Courſe of Things as the Hand of 
God, tho* working by Second Cauſes; We of 
this Nation have as much Reaſon to own the 
good Hand of God, in the Protection and De- 
iverances both of Church and State, as any 
People upon Earth hath. 

Signs and Wonders y be che Feats of E- 
vil Spirits, that have often been permitted to 
delude thoſe, who are not content to depend 
upon God's Providence, but ſeek after Signs: 
But the Courſe of the World we are ſure is 
God's Government: And tho' we do not fay, 
that the Bleſſings we have receiv'd by that, are 

a ſufficient Proof of the Truth of our Nati. 
aka Religion ; yet we have juſt Reaſon to 
have a thankful Regard to it, and count it a 
ſtronger Sign of God's Approbation, than all 
their pretended Miracles put together. 
And as this, for Subſtance, was the Anſwer 
that the Learned Dr. Fulle gave to that — 
quoted Place, of the r3th of St. Mark, 
* repeat his . , in his own Worth 


He 


A 
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He was an Eminent Divine in Queen Eliga- 
beth's Reign ; and when the Papiſts at Rhemes 
had at that Time publiſh'd an unfair Tranſlati- 
on of the New Teſtament, which they had 
contriv'd apparently partial to their own Idola- 
try and Superſtition ; He was pitch'd upon, as 
a fit Perſon to detect, and anſwer their Falla- 
cies. And the Anſwer he gave to their Re- 
proach of us, far not having our Reformation 
confirm d by Miracles, Was as follows. | 


As for our Doctrine, that having manifeſt 
if * Teſtimony of the Holy Scripture, needeth 
„no Confirmation of Miraclen: Altho' God 
« himſelf, for the Preſervation of his Church, 
4 worketh great Things; which being done 
% by him, ought to be wonderf L in our Eyes. 
Y Amongſt which, the Marvelous Preſervation 
4 of Our Sovereign Lady, nt ſo many 
« Conſpiracies, Treaſons, Rebellions, Mur- 
1 weng Poiſonings, Conjurings, Invaſions, 
and other Deviliſh Practices, (devis'd by 
« Antichriſt, and his Limbs) Ds her Per- 
© fon, her Realm and Kingdom, now theſe 
F Thirty Years continuing; is as Glorious a 
4 Work of his merciful Prote&ion, as ever 


.*.was feen in any Age, or is recorded | in any 


Story, holy or . Yea, I know not, 
« whether the like (all Circumſtances conſi- 
# der'd ) was ever known before. 
PS That 


108 
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That Thirtieth Tear that he mentions, was 


that famous Year of the Spaniſh Invaſion; „ in 
1588 ; when all the large Treaſure, and good 


Help that former Popes had receiv'd out of the | 


Nation, could not hinder the Bloody Pope then 
reigning, from ſending the King of Spain, and 
all the Military Men He cou'd encourage thro? 

all Europe, to come together againſt us, either 
for our Converſion, or Deſtruction. 

Such were the Means by. which former Popes 
had eſtabliſh'd their Juriſdiction, and by ſuch 
He tried to reinſtate it at that Time. And as 
God's Providence at that Time defeated him 
in ſuch a remarkable minner, that even the 
King of Spain himſelf cou'd not forbear con- 


feſſing the Divine Power that was in it; That 


Good Providence, which hath been continued 
to us ever ſince, (and as wonderfully of late 
as ever) is better to us than a Thou 1d ſuch 
Miracles as Papiſts boaſt of. 

Before I leave this Head, 1 will add farthee, 

That as our Government hath receiv'd as great 
Protection; ſo Pious Men, and Families, have 
particularly receivd as many Special Provi- 
dences Bleſſings, and ſeen as much of 
God's Hand in his Judgments upon bad Men, 

perhaps , as. any Church or Nation what: 

ever. 
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Thoſe of our Church that have made Col- 
lections, (as ſeveral of ours have) have found 
and printed large Accounts, with Particulars 
very wonderful. If we thought it proper to 


call thoſe Miracles, and argue from them, we 


might make as fair a Shew as any whatever: 
But we think it honeſter, to leave that Argu- 
ment, and make uſe of better. For what Fa- 
vours and Bleſſings God ſends to particular 
ood Men, in Reward of their Piety, are not 
ure Proofs of the Truth of the Religions eſta- 
bliſh'd in thoſe Countries. | th, 
The more corrupt a National Religion may 
be, the more need have good Men of particu- 
lar Supports, to uphold their Faith and Vir- 
tue. | Eads | 

When the Ten Tribes of Iſrael were fall'n 
both into a Schiſm and Idolatry, God's Good- 
neſs was not. withdrawn. from Pious Men in 
thoſe Tribes. And therefore, tho* we think 
We are not a whit behind our Neighbours in 
this reſpect; yet both We, and I think all 
Proteſtant Churches, let the uncertain Sound 
of theſe Arguments pals by us, and prove both 
our Doctrines and Worſhip by the more ſure 


and ſafe Word of Scripture, and common 


Senſe, and Experience, with a due Regard to 
the, Authority of thoſe that God's Providence 
hath ſet over us. | 1 
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Papiſts, that have the New Doctrines of Puy. 
gatory , Tranſubſtantiation, and Worſhip of 
aints and Images, and the Pope's Power to 
prove, they want New Miracles for a New 
Foundation: But We that are contented with 
the Ancient Creeds, We are contented with 
their Ancient Foundation, and ſeek not to lay 
another. How Papiſis have ſucceeded, that 
have ventur'd upon that, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, when I give a Specimen of their Miracles, 
more particularly : But before I come to that, | 
I will add, | s 


34ly, That as the Generality of Men, out 
of Levity of Mind, are too apt to forſake 
God, and turn away their Eyes from his com- 
mon Providence, and hanker after Signs and 
Wonders; We may ſafely ſay, That all Sects 
and Perſuaſions ether have, or may have an 
Appearance of them, if they ſeek for them, 
and venture the 'Trials. | 
We do not know what Spirits of Deluſion 
there are in the Air, nor how far they are 
permitted to deceive thoſe who ſinfully ſeek 
after Signs : But we are ſure, that the Won- 
ders of Nature are many and ſtrange, and the 
Sleight of Deceivers is great: And if Men are 
fo weak, as to allow little and odd Appearan- 
ces, either for Proof. or Diſproof of the Reli- 
gions of thoſe Countries; they are in the 


High- 
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High- way to Error. For all Religions, that 
| have coveted it, have had ſuch Kinds of Ar- 


guments. 


The Magnificence of Diana's Temple was 


ſupported by: the Belief, that her e fell 
down from Jupiter. 


The Colleges of the Heathen * were 


founded, and ſtood upon the Credit of that 
Romantick Story, of Tages riſing out of the 
Ground before a Countryman's Plow, and 
teaching them the Art of Soothſaying. 


The Worſhippers of Bell ſupported his Cre- 
dit, by an Appearance of Eating up the Provi- 
lions that were daily made for him. 

The World doated upon the Heathen Ora- 
cles for many Ages together, and by their Pro- 
phecies was Paganiſm kept in Credit. 3" 

Tho' the Sword is the concluding Argument 
of the Mahometans, yet they both began up- 
on the Pretence of Miracles, and abound with: 
them in all Countries to this Da 


Our Engliſh Quakers, in the Ren had 
Extatick — Emotions, which wiſe Men 


then judg'd to be Diabolical. 


The German Anabaptiſts thought verily; 
that they were led in their way by 
Light of Miracles : And that Man wow 
have a hard Task, who ſhou'd: undertake to 
n "ep their Trances by Nature. 


. The 
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The late French Prophets have put forth 
Books more than one, that are ſtuff d with 
ſtrange Stories to this Purpoſe. 

Mr. Cotton Mather, in New-England, hath 
put forth ſeveral Books of ſuch Relations; and 

h ſhewn, how the Virtue of his Father's 
and Grandfather's Books, and the Weakneſs of 
Our Common-Prayer-Book „were prov'd , by 
3 of their Virtue upon bewirch d Peo- 

e. 

g If the Gveral Wonders that Mr. Banter tells 
of himſelf, in his ſeveral Books, were collect- 
ed and put together, they would not fall ſhort 
of ſome of the Popiſh Saints, 

When Twelve Popiſo Prieſts had made ſach 
an Appearance of Caſting out Devils, as per- 
ſuaded their People that they had cured Six 
Perſons; as will be ſeen by and by: Mr. Dar- 
rell, a young and bold Puritan, about Notting- 
ham, taking it for granted, that his Religion 
was as good as theirs, in a ſhort Time made as 
probable an Appearance of Curing Eleven; and 

ted and publiſh'd the Time, and Place, and 

nner of Se Diſpöſſeſſions. But the watch- 
ful Governors that we had in the Church at 
that Time, ſoon detected the diſhoneſt Ways 
that both made uſe of. 

To make ſhort of this Head. As the Holy 
Scriptures aſſure us, That ev'n Amichrift 
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come with a great Shew of Miracles, all Seas 
have ſomething of them; and the more defe- 
&ive they are in real Arguments from Scri- 
pture, Nature, and the real Benefit of Man- 
kind, the more they covet, and collect, and 
er'n counterfeit Miracles. And as Papiſts 
have exceeded all others in bold and falle Cor- 
ruptions of, and Additions to, the Chriſfian 
Faith; ſo they have exceeded all others in 
the Number of lying Wonders to ſupport. 


them: And even thoſe that we mult call their 


ſober Men, though they wou'd not counter- 
feit a Miracle, and though in private Places 
they will laugh at wany of the Miracles pub- 
liſhed with the Authority of their own Popes, 
yet they keep and hold faſt the ridiculous but 
gainful Doctrines that are built upon them. 


e igen er e 
4thly , Of all Sorts of Miracles, that of 


Caſting out Devils is what bold People have 
ofteneſt pretended, and made Shew of per- 


forming with moſt Succeſs. Where that Divine 


Miracle is wrought in Reality, as it was moſt 
ſurely by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, who 
without any. prepar'd Scene, by a Word of 
Power, caſt out both Devil and Diſeaſe toge- 
ther, there is no Sort of Miracle that makes 
more for God's Honour, and the good of Men. 
But where the Perſon. that caſts him out muſt 
make a long Work of it, and have Time to 

=— find 
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find out and manage the Party's Humour , and 
cures them by Prayers and Potions together ; 
there the caſting out of Devils is the eaſieſt of 
all Miracles, and hath been ofteneſt ventur'd 
upon by bold and diſhoneſt People. 

We find therefore, that after the glorious 
Miracles of the Primitive Age were ceas'd, In- 
poſtors found out a Way to continue a Shew of 

theſe; and ſome well-meaning pious Chriſtians 
were deceiv'd by them, and thought Miracles 
continu'd, after St. Chryſoſtom declar'd they 
had been long ceas'd. Theſe bad Practices and 
Miſtakes were ſo numerous, and made way for ſo 
many pretended Artificial Demoniacs , that the 
Sixth General Council at Conſtantinople, com- 
monly call'd the Council in Trullo, made the 
Sixtieth Canon to prevent and puniſh ſuch 


Counterfeits. The Popiſh Nations ſtill pre- 


tending to Miracles, and finding their beſt 
Harveſt out of this Field, keep up an Office 
for caſting out of Devils ; and the Prieſts that 
are appointed for that Work are called Exor- 
eiſte, which in Engliſh is Conjurers. And it is no 
wonder that rhe Experience of the World hath 
join'd our wandring Cheats and them under 
the ſame Name: For ev'n Mengus, one of 
their own Writers, was not afraid to ſay, That 
if there were Fifty Exorcifts before him, he 
durſt venture to ſay, that Nine and forty of 
them were Knaves. | 

TY When 
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d When the Author of the Caſt truly Stated, 
page 88, charges Papiſts with counterfeit Mi- 
ot W racles, that are ſtill pretended to be wronght 
d on their ſolemn Feſtivals , and even by the 
Prieſts themſelves, in the publick Churches, 
US and in the Face of numerous Congregations, I 
„doubt not but he had their Exorciſtis and coun- 
of terfeit Demoniacs in his Mind. 
s For Anbretes whe he faith, the Author of 
© WW The true Church of Chrift ſhew'd by concurrent 
BB Teſtimony of Scripture and Primitive Tradition, 
takes a ſhort Way, and gives him the Lye ; and 
lo WW that he may do it more empharicatly, he puts 
he W it into Verſe. This, faith he, is directly to the 


- Tune of, 

i 

ch The Truth 7-4 my Story, if any Man doubt, 
- | Te bave ineſſes ready 40 ſwear it all out.* 
a 598 


CE The other Anfverer, (viz) the Author of 
ut W the Caſe Reftated, durſt not venture to main- 
7. tain all their Miracles, when he knows how 
no comical and ridicutous many of them are; 
th and therefore, faith he, Page 62. 1 own that 
ler fome wicked Members of” the Church of Rome 
of have forg*d falſe Miratles, which have been 
nnorioufly detected. But, faith he, did any of 
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yours ever detect them? Why, Yes, ours have 
detected many, or elſe I doubt Dete&ions would 
have been great Rarities. They were not the 
Popes Partizang, but ours, that detected the 
Nun of Kent, and hang'd up the Prieſt that 
manag'd her, in the Time of Henry the 
Eighth. . | 
They were Proteſtants that brought Eliza- 
beth Orton of Orton Madock in Flintſhire to 
publick Confeſſion, in the Cathedral Church at 
Cheſter, for counterfeiting Trances, in which 
ſhe pretended, That ſhe ſaw our Bleſſed Savi- 
our and the Virgin Mary, and ſuffer'd the Pains 
of Purgatory ;, and ſeem'd to the By-Standers 
to be in mighty Agonies. And this was detect- 
ed after ſome Papiſts had printed a Relation 
of her Viſions, with the Atteſtation of Twelve 
of their Witneſſes, on the 4th of March, 
1582. See the Printed Relation. 

He was a Proteſtant that detected and wrote 
an Account of the Nuns of Loudun, and their 
counterfeit Miracles, pretended to be done at 
the High Altar, before numerous Congregati- 
ons. See the Hiſtoire de Diables de Loudun. 

They were Proteſtants. that detected the Boy 
of Bilſon, after the Popiſh Prieſts had taught 
him to counterfeit Fits, and had printed the 
Relation of their diſpoſſeſſing the Devil. 


a Tho' 
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| Tho'.we cannot detect them in their dark 
Corners, nor in Italy, where we may not come 
behind the Scene to ſee their Management, yet 
when they venture at their Miracles here in 
England, we {oon find them out, And that 
by their Frauds here, where we may ſee them, 
we may learn their knaviſh Ways where we 
may not ſee them, I have publiſhed theſe 
following Examinations, went our . watchful] 
Government, at that Time, thought fit to take 
with great Care, and publiſh for Information 
of the World. 


Popiſh Impoſtures , in their Attempts 
to caſt out Devils. 


The Hiſtorical Paſſuges that follow, are ſhort 
Extracts out of a large Book, call d, A Decla- 
ration of Popiſh Impoſtures , in caſting out 
Devils. That Book conſiſts chieffy of Depoſiti- 
ons taken before the Hi Cones Court, in 
the Tear —_ being th? 4cth of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, and augmented in Si Tear 1602. be- 
ing the firſt of King James the Iſt. The Pious 
and Learned. Biſhop Andrews, at that Time 
Dean of Weſtminſter, was one of thoſe that 
took the Examinations : ; and Dr. Samuel Harſ- 
net, afterward Biſhop of Norwich, and after 
that Archbiſnop of York, publiſhed them by Au- 

3 . tbority 
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thority two Tears after. As it is 4 Piece now 
aut of Print, and yet which ought not to be | 
forgotten, as long as Rome brags of Miracles, 

and upbraids other Churches for want of them, 
IT bove collefied ſome Fragments out of it, and 
printed them in the very Words of the Witneſſes, 
as follow : 


The Examination of Sarah Williams, 4. 
ken upon her Oath the 24th of April 
1602. before the Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
don, Maſter Dr. Andrews Dean of 
Weſtminſter, Maſter Dr. Stanhope, 
and Maſter Dr. Mountfor d. 


The Beginning of the Hiſtory taken with 
B irnes , being read unto this Examinate, how 
the began firſt to be poſle(s'd, being about the 
Age of 15 or 16 Years ; viz. How ſhe had 
been divers Times {cared with ugly Viſions : 
How fitting one Night late by the Fire, Three 
terrible Cats, ſprawled about this Examinare ; 
How one leap'd over her Head, another creep'd 
between her Legs: How a ſtrange huge Cat, 
as big as a Maſtiff, ſtared upon her, with Eyes 
as big as a Saucer: And how afterward , the 
fame wicked Spirit met her in the Likeneſs of 

PW a Car, 
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za Cat, coming out of a hollow Tree, as ſhe 
was ſecking for Eggs. 

She faith, That all theſe Things thus writ- 
ten of her are moſt falſe : And that ſhe great- 
ly wondreth that any Man ſhould fo write; 
Galy ſhe ſaith, That from a Child ſhe could 


never endure the Sight of a Cat: And that 
| when ſhe dwelt with Mr. Maynie at Denham, 


ſhe walking one Day in a Wood by the Houle, 
and looking for ſome Hens, ſhe ſpied a Cat 
coming out of the Hedge , which did fear her 
greatly, and made her to tremble and ſhake, 

. 
She further ſaith, That the Tale read unto 
her out of the ſaid Book, concerning her lea- 


ving her Supper the 12th of October, 1585, is 
| moſt falſe. As, that ſhe perceived being at Sup- 


a Puff of Wind coming in at the Door : 
hat ſhe ſaw a Dog of Two Colours, black 


and green : That therewith a Spaniel of the 


Houſe bayed once; That ſhe, this Examinate, © 
was then pulled by the Eyes ; 'That the Thing 
that pull'd her by the Eyes, went into her 
Mouth, and reſted at her Heart , burnt her in- 
tolerably : And that thereupon ſhe caſt away 
her Knife, and would eat no more Meat for 
that Time. At the hearing thoſe Words 
read unto her, ſhe uſed theſe Words: O, Feſtus, 
that any Body ſhould report ſo of me That 
which upponch at that Time was as follows : 
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She ſaith, That being at Supper there was great 
Thunder and Lightning ; and that there hap- 
pened one great Flaih of Lightning, and a 
great Clap of Thunder; the Dogs therewith 
ran out of the Hall barking : And herewith 
ſhe confeſſeth ſhe was greatly afraid, left off 
oor Supper, and grew to be ſickly after it, 
c. 
And concerning her Dumbneſs and Coldneſs, 
that ſhe could not ſpeak till they had ſigned 
her Throat with the Sign of the Croſs, and 
applied holy Relicks unto it: She ſaith, That 
ſhe doth not remember any ſuch Thing, but 
thinketh it is altogether untrue. At the leaſt, 
if at any time ſhe were paſt the Uſe of her 
Senſes, it was by reaſon of ſuch Waters and 
Drinks as they compelled her to take: And 
that if ſhe were at any time ſilent, and did af- 
terward ſpeak, it was not becauſe they had 
ſigned her Throat with the Sign of the Crols, 
or apply'd holy Relicks to it. Albeit ſhe con- 
feſſeth, That whatſoever ſhe did or ſpake, they 
would ever expound it as they liſt themſelves, 
and ſay it was done or ſpoken by Vertue of 
* Water, and other conſecrated Things, 
"Xx 
She further ſaith, As concerning the Bird 
mentioned in the Book, ſhe confeſſeth, That a 
Bird came ſuddenly flying in, whereby ſhe 
was ſcared, and ſtruck it with her Beads: ne 
get : $4 
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that the Bird did afterwards, (being a Robin- 
Red-Breaſt) eſcape out, being on the Floor, at 
3 Hole in the Boards, there being Light to be 
ſeen, and wide Lathes underneath unmortar'd ; 
But for the reſt ſhe faith it is moſt falſe. As 
that a black Man ſhould perſuade her to break 
her Neck down a Pair of Stairs; and another 
Time to cut her own Throat, Gc. 

She ſaith, that through their evil Uſage of 
her, ſhe grew to be troubled with the Paſſion 
of the Heart, becauſe ſhe conceived very great 
Grief by their bad uſing of her; and that 
through the ſaid Paſſion ſhe hath divers Times 
ſwounded. At which Times upon her Reco» 
very they would uſually ſay , That ſhe recei- 


ved her Sight, and Hearing, and other Senſes 


again , by the Vertue of their Relicks, and 
touching of her. And at that Time ſhe partly 
believed them. But having been divers Times 
troubled in that Sort fince the was married, 
ſhe hath. by God's Goodneſs recovered her 
Health again, without any of the Prieſts help, 
whereby ſhe now perſuadeth her (elf in her 
Heart, that ſhe was then greatly deluded by 


| them, Ge. 


Thus much alſo of Hobberdidaunce : As it 
is in the Book ſhe well. remembreth and faith, 
That her Miſtreſs, as they were at Work, had 
told them a merry Tale of Hobberdidaunce, 
that uſed his Cunning to make a Lady laugh : 

| Whick 
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Which Tale ſhe this Examinate doth very | 


well yet remember ; and therefore is fully per- 
ſuaded, that when the Prieſts did pretend that 
the Spirit was gone out of her, and urged her 
to tell what Name it had, ſhe affirmed it to be 
called Hobberdidannce. 

When the Prieſts were purpoſed to make the 
wicked Spirit ſhew himſelf, they would cauſe 
her to be bound faſt in a Chair, and then give 
unto her a certain Drink of Oil, Sack, Rue, 
and ſome other Things that are out of her 
Mind. | 

At ſome Times alſo they would burn Brim- 
fone under her Noſe ; at another Time Fea- 
thers, which they {aid were hallowed. Then 
they would, with main Strength, though ſhe 
ſtruggled very much, bend her Face juſt over 
the Smoke. The very Pain ſhe felt cauſed her 
to cry, and ſkrieck, and ſtruggle till her 
Strength failed her. At one Time ſhe was fo 
extremely afflicted with the faid Drinks and 
Smoke, as that her Senſes went from her, and 
ſhe remained in a Swoon, as afterwards it was 
told her. Upon her Recovery, ſhe remembreth 
the Prieſt ſaid, That the Devil did then go 
down into the lower Part of her Body: And 
commonly when her Strength failed her, that 
ſhe could ſtruggle no longer, they would fay, 
The Devil grew quiet. 45 


And 


„„ K „ „ Pow AS moi. 


* acl tuaml cams As AM A to, pd 


to the PAPISTS. 123 


And ſhe well remembers, that divers Times; 
tho' ſhe was loth to diſpleaſe them, yet when 
they handled her ſo extremely, ſhe did ſome- 
times uſe ſome hard Words towards them, and 
threatned to complain of them: And then 
their common Saying was, That it was the 
Devil, and not ſhe that ſpake, becauſe he could 
not endure any Catholick Prieſt, ©, | 

At one Time ſhe was ſo vexed, as indeed 
ſhe ran away towards a little Brook, meaning 
to have run through it ; but they catched her 
before ſhe came to the Brook, for they watched 
her diligently ; and their Pretence was, leſt 
he ſhould have made away her ſelf. One of 
them gave it out, that ſhe was carried above- 


ground ; and affirmed that the Devil did mean 


at that Time to have drowned her. And it is 
not unlikely this Examinate faith, That ſhe 
her (elf, to pleaſe them, did confeſs as much. 
She faith, it was the ordinary Cuſtom of the 
Prieſts, to be talking of ſuch as had been poſ- 
ſeſs'd beyond the Seas, and totell the manner 
of their Fits, and what they ſpake in them, 
what ugly Sights, and how when Relicks were 
apply'd to them, the Parties would roar : Ho 
they would greatly commend Hereticks ; and 
how the Devils would complain, that when the 
Prieſts touched the Parties, that they burnt 
them, and put them into extreme Heat: And 


| how ſometimes they could {mell the Prieſts, 


Se, 


124 A Compaſſionate Addreſs 


fc. And ſhe confeſſeth, that by the faid 
Tales ſhe well perceived how ſhe might pleaſe 
them. And did frame her ſelf accordingly at 
ſuch Times as ſhe well perceived it was their 
Intent ſhe ſhould do ſo. 

And touching her ſoiling and Weeping, 
they would ſay, it was nõt ſhe, but the Devil, 
Goc. One Time walking in the Garden with 
one of the Pricſts, the began to complain 
to him of her hard Ufage, and told 
him, She verily believed ſhe was not troubled 
with any evil Spirit. Whereupon he caſt his 
Head afide, and looking fully in her Face, 
under her Hat, What, quoth he, is this Sa- 
* rah, or the Devil that ſpeaketh theſe Words? 
* No, no, it is not Sarah, but the Devil“. 
Upon which, ſhe Weeping, he ſaid, that 
Weeping was the Devil. | 

This Examinate farther faith , She never 
dream'd in the Night but ſhe told it the Prieſts 
next Morning ; for it was their Command- 
ment, that ſhe ſhould ; and ſuch her Dreams 
ſhe hath learned, by their Speeches, to call Vi- 
ſions: Of thoſe Viſions they would make 
what they thought good. Whereas this Exa- 
minate confeſſeth, That divers of them were 
ſuch Toyes as came into her Head being a- 
wake ; and that ſhe marvelled how they could 
make ſuch Matters of them. 


She 
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She farther ſaith, That if Mr. Dibdale had 
lived a Month longer, he purpoſed to have 
ſent her beyond the Seas, that ſhe might have 
been a Nun, Gc. 5 is 

They warned her to be carcful what ſhe 
ſaid, and in no Wiſe to confeſs any Thing 
that might touch any Prieſt, ſaying, That if 
ſhe did, the Devil would ſurely poſſeſs her 
again. And they told her an Example of a 


Woman, that after a Prieſt had diſpoſſeſs'd her, 


ſhe dealt amiſs ; and thereupon the Devil 
came into her again, and continued in her as 
long as ſhe lived. But notwithſtanding, ſhe 
now : faith, ſhe is very glad ſhe hath unbur- 
dened her Mind, and. diſcharged her Conſci- 
ence, by telling the Truth. _ 


V. ö 
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Second REtLATION. 


The Examination of Friſwood , alias 
Frances Williams, taken «for Oath, 
March 2, 1698 "but angmenteti and 

repeated, May 17. 1602. befire the 
Lord Bijbop of London, Mr. Dr. Au- 

dtrews Dean of Weſtminſter, Mb, 
= Dr. Stanhope, und Mr. Dr. Swall. 


Ter Rreriy, 1 chat pass ovef ſoch Me 


"Things in the following Exunni nation, 
as have been memiotf d in the firſt. } 


This Examinate was Siſter to Sarah ; and 
as ſhe was waſhing, and lifting a Tub of Wa 
ter, her Foot ſlipt that ſhe had a Fall, and hurt 
her Hip. 

Hereupon Mr. Dibdale told her, It was 2 
wicked Spirit that gave her that Fall: And 
that the Reaſon was, Becauſe ſhe had waſhed 
his Shift, who was a Catholick Prieſt, Gc. 
And ſhe confeſſing, that ſometimes ſhe had 1 


Pain in one of her Sides; Ah, quoth he, I 


thought even ſo : Out of queſtion you are 
poſſeſs'd, and ſo have been for a good while; 
the Pain you Peak of, proceeding from the 

ſame 
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ſame Spirit, &. — Other Arguments fol- 
low, Cc. — till at laſt this Examinate began 
(eſpecially after ſhe was a Catholick) to thmk 
they ſaid truly, and that ſhe was indeed poſ- 
ſeſs'd. W 
Within a while after, the Prieſts told her, 
That according to their Promiſe, they would 
try to rid her from the wicked Spirit. The 
Manner whereof was as folleweth: ; 
When ſhe was ſet down in the Chair, they 
began to bind her with Towels : Whereat ſhe 
was caſt into a great Fear. Then they read 
their Exorciſms ; and after urged her to drink 


| above a Pint of Sack, and Saflad-Oyt, being 


hallowed, and mingled with 'fome kind of 


| Spices. She loathing it, they ſaid, That came 


from the Devil: And being fore'd to drink it, 
ſhe grew fick and giddy, and began to full in- 
to à cold Sweat”; verily then believing it was 
a wicked Spirit: Whereas afterward, the eaſily 
perceiv'd, that the Drink they gave her was 
fuch, as might make a Horſe fick. 

© Then follows the Fumigations, and Stories 
* that the Prieſts told them, of the Behaviour 
* of Perſons poſſeſs d beyond Seas; whereby 


they put into their Heads, what they might 
| © db and fav. | . 
This Examinate further ſaith, That one 


time Mr. Sherwood told her, that one Mr. Bridge: 
had gotten one of his Mother's Maids with 
os _ Child, 


* 


128 A Cempaſſionate Addreſs 


Child, and bad her tell him of it. According. 
ly, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the ſaid Mr. Bridges; 
Go to, quoth ſhe, Mr. Bridges, You have got- 
ten your Mother's Chamber-Maid with Child, 
and make no Conſcience of it. Which Words 
were no ſooner utter'd by her, but Mr. Sher- 
wood took hold of them, ſaying, Yea Sirrah, 
can'ſt thou tell that 2 Thou ſhalt be conſtrain- 
ed to tell more anon. Herewith Mr. Bridges 
was greatly amazed ; and much Speech was of 
it, as if it had been ſome great Miracle. 
Again, ſhe ſaith, That in one of her Fits, 
by their holy Potion and Brimſtone, there were 
wo Needles thruſt into her Leg by ſome of 
the Prieſts, as ſhe is now perſuaded in her 
Conſcience : And upon her coming to her 
Senſes, finding a Pain in the Place, ſhe would 
have put down her Hoſe, to have ſeen what 
her Leg ailed ; but the Prieſts would not ſuffer 
her, but ty'd holy Relicks about her Leg, and 
watch'd her, that ſhe ſhould not unty them : 
And when ſhe offer'd to touch them, they 
ſaid, It was the Devil tempted her to touch 
Alfter the {aid Needles had been in her Leg, 
from the Forenoon one Day, to Eleven of the 
Clock the next; ſhe was brought up into the 
Gallery, a great Number being there ; and the 
Prieſts bad her be of good Cheer, and ſaid, 
they would ſee if they could help her. Where- 
| | upon 
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upon when her Hoſe was put down, Mr. Stamp 
(a Prieſt) came unto lier very reverently, and 
with divers Ceremonies unty'd the Relicks ; 
and call'd unto him thoſe that were preſent, 
and faid unto them, See what the Devil bath 
done; and ſo pull'd them out. | 

At another Time, this Examinate well re- i 
membreth, that the Prieſts filling her Mouth 
with Relicks, they convey'd in with them a 
ruſty Nail, as ſhe is verily - perſuaded, in her 
Conſcience ; ſo as when they pulled out the 
Relicks, ſhe was-almoſt choaked with the Nail: 
And much ads they had to get it out; they 
made her Mouth therewith to bleed; and af- 
firm'd to the People, that it came out of her 
Stomach, by virtue of the Relickæ. 

This Examinate further faith, That one 4. 
lexander, an Apothecary, having brought with 
him from London to Denham , a new Halter, 
and two Blades of Knives, did leave the fame 
upon the Gallery-Floor. The next Morning, 
he took occaſion to go with this Examinate 
into the ſaid Gallery; where ſhe ſpying the 
Halter and Blades, ask d Mr. „ what 


they did there? He making the Matter ſtrange, 
— that he ſaw them not; tho' he look- 
ed fully upon them, ſhe her ſelf pointing with 
bar N whets e on fs within a Yard of 


them. 
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them. No, quoth this Examinate ; do 2 
id, 


not ſee them ? And taking them up, 
Look you here! Ah, neva: & he, now I ſe 
them indeed ; but before I could not ſee them. 
And therefore, faith he, I perceive, that the 
Devil hath laid them there, to work ſome Mif- 
chief upon you that are poſſeſs d. 

Now this Examinate further ſaith, That ſhe 
her ſelf did eſpy the end of the Halter in 
Mr. Alexander's Pocket the Night before ſhe 
ſaw it with the Blades in the Gallery; and 
that ſhe told Mr. Dibdale as much : Whereat 
Mr. Dibdale being much moved, ſaid, that it 
was not ſhe but the Devil that ſpake ſo to him; 
and for this ſhe felt ſome Smart afterwards, for 
within a Day or Two they had her again to 
the Chair, and whipped hos with St. Peter's 
Girdle ; and when ſhe cried out, they ſaid it 
was not ſhe, but the Devil that fo cry'd, be- 


cauſe he was not able to endure the Vertue of 


that Holy Girdle. | 
Furthermore ſhe faith, That percei iving many 
Things were falſe that the Priefts told to 
thoſe ah came unto them, for the better con- 
firming her Judgment therein, ſhe deviſed this 
Tale. She told them, that being in Bed, there 
came a Morrice Dance into her — ha- 
ving theſe Perſons in it, a Man with a Tabor 
and Pipe, the Earl of Bedford that ns oat 
rc 
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before (but one that the Prieſts did greatl 
hate) and fome other Noblemen alſo ſhe nam” 2 
All thefe, the told them, after they had 
danced about the Table 1 in che Chamber, went 
out again as they came in. This the Prieſts 
made a Vito, and told it the Cat holicłt for a 
17 Anz whereat this Examinate laugh'd 
er Mina but durſt not gainſay it, and 

i it went amongſt them for a Current Vi- 
fon. 7 

This Examinate faith further, That after ſhe 
perceiv'd: the Deceit which the Prieſts uſed, 
ſhe would rather than her Life have got from 
them, but ſhe was ſo watched, that ſhe could 
not eſcape : their Pretence was, leſt the Devil 
ſhould cauſe them to drown or kill themſelves, 
FTA This Examinate and her Siſter did not 
fee eithet Father or Mother, being in the ſame 
Town, all the while they were in their 
Hands. pd 

After ſhe ſaith, That there w was A notable 
Device amongſt the Prieſts to have it thought, 
that the Wicked Spirits came into this Exami- 
nate and her Siſter. by Witchery. Mr, Richard 


Manie in one of his Fits, ſaid, hat one Goody 
White of Buſhy had bewitch'd this Examinate 
and her Siſter. This Goody White was com- 
monly talked of in the Country to be a Witch : 
The faid Manie alſo told the Occafion how 

they were bewitched. 3 were (as it was 


— 
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pretended) certain Cattle bewitch'd in Denham, 
which could not be eaſed, except the Two 
Spirits which troubled them, were fent into 
Two Chriſtian Bodies : And thereupon, quoth 
he, to deliver the Cattle, ſhe ſent theſe Two 
Spirits into this Examinate and her Siſter, 
When the Prieſts heard theſe Words, they 
ſeem'd to conjure the Devil in Mr. Manie to 
bring the Witch's Spirit whereby ſhe wrought, 
thither to Denham : and the Night following, 
this Prank was os by the Prieſts. They 
had gotten in the Night a Cat amongſt them, 
which they ſaid was the Witch's Spirit. A- 
bout the whipping of this Cat they pretended 
great Pains, till at the laſt ſhe vaniſh'd away 
out of their Sight. Afterwards they gave it 


out, that the Witch, whilſt they were whip- - 


ping of the Cat, was greatly vexed, and ſent a 
Meſſenger to Buſhy to ſee in what State the 
Witch was, who at his return, reported, that 
he found the, Witch in Labour, and that the 
Child was Dead. That they ſaid was from the 


[whipping of her Spirit in the likeneſs of the 
Cat, Cc. 


Alco ſhe faith, That the Prieſts in talking of 
Proteſtants have affirmed, that the greateſt 


ſhare. of them were poſleſs'd, and that when 
England ſhould be again as it had been, the 
Devils would then ſhew themſelves in them, 
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and they ſhould have their Hands full of 
Chair-Work, meaning their Exorciſing to call 
them out, &c. 

Afterwards there began to be great Speeches 
in the Country about the Prieſts doings at Den- 
ham : Infomuch as divers Ancient Catholicks 
did utterly diſlike them, and the Prieſts them- 
ſelves grew afraid ; Howbeit they would not 
ſuffer her ro go home to her Friends, but car- 
ried her up to London, and placed her there 
with a ſure Friend of theirs, one Mrs. White, 
and after ſome time married her, 

She further ſaith, That ſince ſhe was firſt 
examined before the Lord Biſhop of London, 
divers Prieſts have urged her greatly, that ſhe 
ſhould ſay nothing againſt the poſſeſſing or 
diſpoſſeſſing uſed at Denham; threatning of her, 
that if ſhe confeſſed any Thing againſt the 
Holy Prieſthood, or the Power of the Church 
in caſting out Devils, ſhe ſhould be burnt for 
a Heretick if ever the World changed. | 

It happened her Husband afterward killed a 
Man, and they told her, her falling from the 
Catholick Church was the Cauſe that the Devil 
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had made her Hushand kill him. 

tot late alſo the faith, one Perry challenging 
J her for that ſhe had revealed where her Siſter 
arab dwelt, ſaid, that ſhe ſought many Mens 
Lives, that it was pity ſhe lived, and that it 
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were a good deed to ſhoot her through with 
a Piſtol, as ſhe went in the Streets. 


Third RELATION. 


The Confeſſion of Mr. Anthony Tyrrel, 
Clerk, Written with his own Hand, 
and avouched upon his Oath, the 1 5th 

of June, 1602. 


In the Year 1584. I and John Ballard, Prieſt, 
(fince executed with Mr. Babington and the 
reſt) coming together from Rome through 
Burgundy, found a great Preſs of Soldiers, 
which we underſtood were defigned againſt 
England. 

Not long. after my coming into England, 
1585. Mr. Martin Aray, a Prieſt, meeting 
with me at the End of Cheapfide, took me by 
the Hand, and whiſpering me in the Ear, bad 
me be of good Chear, for all Things went 
very well forward. The King of Spain, quoth 
he, is almoſt ready with his Forces to come 
into England, wherefore it ſtandeth us now 
in Hand that be Prieſts, to further the Caths- 
lick Cauſe as much as poſſibly in us lieth. 
About the Time that Mr. Aray had this 
Communication with me, Mr. Edmunds, alias 
VMeſton had lately (as it was reported) caſt out 
a Devil out of one Marwood. Other * 
e t 
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took upon them to caſt Devils out of divers 
Perſons, vig. Sarah and Friſwood Williams, 
William Trayford, Anne Smith, Richard Manie, 
and Elizabeth Calthrop, whoſe Neck was found 
broken at the bottom of a pair of Stairs, (as 


the Brait went then amongſt ns) I liked it 


well, and was my ſelf an Actor in it, and did 
well perceive that it was the Matter whereof 
Mr. Aray had aimed : And indeed our Pro- 
ceedings for a Time had wonderful Succeſs, I 
cannot eſteem the Number, that in Half a 
Year were reconciled to the Church of Rome, 
fewer than Five Hundred. Some have ſaid 
Three or Four Thouſand, &c. So as it was 
no Marvail if ſome Young Gentlemen, as Mr. 
Babington and the reſt, were allured to thoſe 
ſtrange Attempts which they took in Hand by 
Mr. Ballard, who was an Agent amongſt us: 
It would have been a very ſtrange Thing that 
we cou'd not have wrought Men to at that 
Time to attempt. Which was prudently fore- 
ſeen by Father Edmunds, of purpoſe (as I am 
relolved in my Conſcience ) to prepare the 


Hearts of Catbolicks, that when ſuch Forces 


ſhould. come into England, they might have 
been more readily drawn to join their Forces 
with them, Gc. but divers ancient Prieſts 
hearing of the Courſe we held, did ſhake their 
Heads, and ſhewed great Signs of diſlike, 
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Fourth RzLAT10ON. 


Th- Confeſſion of Richard Manie, Gen- 
,, Ueman, Written by bimſelf, and a- 
dDouched upon his Oath the 6th of 
June, 1602. a 


When I was about 13 Years Old, I was ſent 
to Rhemes in France (I think) in order to be a 
Prieſt, c. About Iwo Years after I enter'd 
into the Order of the Bonhommes , but ſoon 
grew weary of their ſtrict Rules. When | 
came home to London, there was nothing in 
the Mouths of Catholicks but caſting out of 
Devils, ec. and the Prieſts underſtanding that 
I took no courſe to be a Prieſt, and how I had 
left the Bonbommes, and how 1 had been 
troubled with my former Diſeaſe at Paris, and 
how I had behave! my ſelf youthfully amongſt 
other Gentlemen ; they gave it out, that I was 
furely poſſeſſed, and upon this Report, I could 
do nothing but they ſaid the Devil did direct 
me in it, &c. I came to Denham, had there 
my old Diſeaſe, which was a Spice of the 
Mot ber, or Vertigo Capitis, it riſeth of a Wind 
in the bottom of my Belly, and proceeding 
with a great ſwelling, cauſeth a very painful 
Cholick in the Stomach, and an extraordinary 
Giddinels in the Head. They told me, they 
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knew it was a Spirit by the great Strength I 


ſhewed in one of my. Pangs, and they over- 
perſuaded me to ſubmit to a Tryal, becauſe 
that could do no harm if there was no 
Spirit, Oc. I | 

All Things being in readineſs, they bound 
me faſt in a Chair, and fell to their Exorciſms 
with great Solemnity. Then they urged me to 
drink a very. unpleaſant Potion, which troubled 
me greatly, infomuch as I defired them to 


unty me, that I might lye down upon my Bed 


but they regarded not my ' carneſt Intreaty, 
ſaying, it was the Devil and not my ſelf that 
deſired ſuch Reſt. What 1 did and ſpake at 
thoſe Times, I do not now remember: It is not 
unlike, but that when ] found my ſelf ſo en- 
tangled with them, I did and ſpake many 
Things which I ſhould be aſhamed of: For 
after J had learn'd their Humour, and percei- 
ved, as well by the reſt, as by my own Expe- 
rience, what would content them, | framed my 
ſelf accordingly, G WG. | 

« After this, he was well for ſometime, and 


| © ſaid, it was only the Mather he had been trou- 


<« bled with. The Prieſts ask'd the Devil in ano- 
< ther of the poſſeſſed Perſons, whether it was 
e the Mot her, or a Spirit The Devil ſaid, itw 
* not the Mother but a Spirit, 3nd tho? they 
** out one, there remained in him one that was 
the Prince of all other Devils, and was call'd 

E 
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% Modu. Therefore Mr. Edmunds, the Chief of 
« the Prieſts, was to take him in Hand, whoſe 
<« rigorous Dealings Mr. Manie thus declares. 
When he had me bound, if I did not frame 
my ſelf in every Thing to his Contentment, 
he would fay, the Devil was obſtinate in me, 
In which Cafe I was conſtrain'd to drink moſt 
toathſome Draughts, and fometimes they burnt 
ſuch abominable ſtinking Things, holding my 
Noſe by force over the Smoak, as I think 
wou'd make a Horſe Mad. Being thus dealt 
with, I became very weak and ſickly. Little 
Meat that I took wou'd endure above an Hour 
or Two, that I was at my Wits End what [ 
ſhould do. The beſt means that I cou'd think 
of for my own Eaſe, was to frame my ſelf in 
fach ſort as might be moſt agreeable to Mr. Ed. 
munds liking, which then I began to do with 
extraordinary Care. I omitted no occaſion to 
go to Confeſſion. None ſhew'd more Zeal than 
1 at Maſs. At the Elevation I pretended to fee 
extraordinary Lights, as if they had been the 
Sun-Beams; and the ſame did fo aſtoniſh me, 
as ſometimes I wou'd fall backwards when [ 
was kneeling: Whereas I proteſt before God, | 
never ſaw indeed any ſuch Light: But therein 
I did as [had heard the Prieſts report, that 
both Frances and Sarab Williams had done be- 
fore me : and I do verily think they told che 
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the ſame for no other end, but that I my 1 


ſhou'd put the ſame in practiſe. 


Now let any one judge of the Glory « of the | 
Church of Rome in its Miracles, of which it 
makes ſuch” proud Boaſting, The Glory of Mi- 

racles is one of Bellarmin's Marks of the True 
Church ; read over this Narrative, and 
how their Glory ſhines, and what Reaſon we 
have to believe them when they tel us of the 
Chappel of Loretto flying through the Air, or 
any other Legends of their Saints. They are 
ſo far from being Glorious, that they are Ridt- 
culous ro Wiſe Men, and have great 
Scandal to the Enemies of Chriſtianity ; who 
from theſe Counterfeits and Lies take occafion 
to refle& upon the firſt Miracles of our Holy 
Religion, as if they were ſuch as theſe. 
I know they will reply, That all the Sober 
and Rational Perſons of their Church condemn 
ſuch Practices as well as we. And there is no 
doubt but they do; and therefore I did not 
paſs over or conceal that part of the Narrative 
where it is (aid, That divers ancient Catbolicks 
diſliked them : But why then do their Ancient 
Catholicks make their Advantage and argue 
from them? Why do's Bellarmin and other Wri- 
ters of their Church boaſt of them, as a Proof 
1 * 1 gs _ Coin cham, 
nd the Pope Suck vantage, Their 
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Atheiſts counterfeit, and their Writers pro- 
claun the Glory, and make them Marks of the 
Truth of their Church. 

And therefore it is to be obſerv'd, That 
tho' they do pretend to detect Counterfeits , 
and tho? their Scholars, where Learning hath 
prevail'd, do themſelves Laugh at the impru- 
dent Lies of their old Legends, yet they hold 
Faſt and maintain every one of the profitable 
Doctrines that were built upon them. Tho? 
their Belief of the Corporal Preſence was ground- 
ed upon the Stories of the Bleeding of the 
Bread, they hold it faſt, and reſolve to keep it. 
Tho? Purgatory hath no better Foundation than 
the. Stories of Apparitions, and the Spirits of 
Perſons that return'd to give Thanks for their 


Delivery ; they keep up the Trade, and cheat 


the People. Tho' the Idolatry in Worſhipping 
Images was upheld by Stories of the Tears 
they ſhed, and the Nods they gave ; they con- 
tinue their Worſhip in ſpite of the Second 
Commandment ; and tho? the Worſhip of them 
lies under the firſt of all the Curſes, which in 
the 27th of Deutromony were to be pronounc'd 
upon Mount Ebal, Curſed be the Man that 
maketh any Grauen or Molten Image, and put- 
zetb it in a ſecret Place. Tho we have no Rea- 
ſon to believe, that their Worſhip of Relicks is 
grounded upon better Miracles, than or Cures 
of Aguec that are pretended to be wrought- by 
PSS; Charms; 
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Charms; hy they carry on a ſcandalous Trade, 


and abuſe the Superſtitious Rabble. And 
therefore, tho' their Men of real Learning do 
in proper Places laugh at Multitudes of their, 
own Legends; yet ſince their Bigots believe 
them, and ſince they all keep up the profitable 
but diſhoneſt Doctrines that were brought in 
by them; and ſince they even ſtill keep on 
the ſame Trade of Exorciſins in Italy and other 
Popiſh Countries, where Proteſtants may not, 
come near to detect their Frauds and ſhew their 
Management; I think we have good Reaſon to 
preſerve theſe Authentick Diſcoveries, which 
the vigilant Governors of our Church thought 
fit to make and tranſinit to us. They will al- 
ways give us an Anſwer to their Boaſt of Mi- 
4 and they will teach our Travellers what 
Judgment to make of them when they ſee ſuch 
Things Abroad. „„ 3 
And here I ſhou'd not be juſt to that excel- 
lent Church which we have the Happineſs to 
be of, if I did not take Notice of the great 
Wiſdom of its 72d Canon, which forbids 
© to all Miniſters, without the Licenſe and 
* Direction of the Biſhop of the Dioceſe firſt 
* obtain'd, and had under his Hand and Seal, 
eto attempt upon any pretence whatſoever, 


either of Poſſeſſion. or Gbſeſſion, by Faſting 


« and Prayers to caſt out any Devil or Devils, 
ORE | _ — = under 
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* under pain of Imputation of Impoſture, ot 
# Cozenage and Depoſition” from the Mini. 
ſtry. That excellent Canon was made im- 
mediately after the famous Detection of the 
foregoing Impoſtors, and hath been a great 
Means to clear the Nation of Counterfeits, and 

revent the Miſtakes and raſh Attempts and Scan- 

Is that have happened in other Places. Fot 


I never knew above one Licenſe ſince that 


on was made. That Licenſe, or rather 
Part of it, as it was granted by the Biſhop of 
Cheſter that then was, may be feen in Mr. 
Clark's Life of Mr. Bruin: But I call it only a 
Part; becauſe he unfairly left out one re: 
markable Clauſe, wherein the Wiſe Biſhop put 
the Perſons entruſted upon their Guard, and 


intimated, that it did not plainly appear tha 


there was an Evil Spirit in that Caſe, but rather 
the contrary, 'The whole Licenſe may be ſeen 
in the Book put out by John Deacon and Wat 
ler, in that large Diſcourſe that they put out 
upon the Subject of Poſſeſſion at that Time. 


thus, Sir, you ſee what Pains I have 
taken in this Subject. You know very well 


that as one part of Religion is to teach and 
inftru& Men in the Truth, another very ne- 
cellary one is to keep them from ſuch Super 
ſtitions and Follies as Human Nature is very 
r 
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and honeſt our Church hath been in prevent- 
ing thoſe Miſtakes of which yours makes a 
gainfal Trade, 1 hope its Honeſty will recom» 
mend it to your good liking ; and happy 
ſhou'd 1 think my ſelf, if I ſhou'd live to fee 
you a ſincere Member of it. 


I am, 
With great Reſped, 1, 
wer unſigned B 
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LETTER v. 


| To the Authors of, The Caſe Re-ſtated ; 

and, The True Church of Chriſt, 
ſbewd by Concurrent Teſtimonies of 
Scriptuse, and Primitive Tradition. 


the former Parts of this Tract, in way 
ters to real, or ſuppos d Perſons : Tho 
You are unknown to me, | farther than your 
Books deſcribe you 5 it will not be improper 
to put this laſt Part into the ſame Form. And as 
you have given us very juſt Cauſe for Expoſtula- 
tion, rather than Anſwers ; I will take leave 
to apply my ſelf to You Two. And as you 
always boaſt of the cloſe Unity , there is a- 
mongſt you in your Church ; without much 
Care in diſtinguiſhing, I will ſuppoſe, that you 
will both own what I find in either of your 


Heim offer'd to the World what is in 
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It js too certain; that tho' Modeſt and Hum- 
ble Enquiries after Truth, are the Nobleſt 
Work of a Rational Mind; and tho' candid 
and fair Writers may debate any Caſe civilly, 
without any dangerous Breach of Chriſtian U- 
nity; ev'n tho they do not happen to con- 
vince one another; Yet of all Men in the 


| World, one hath leaſt Reaſon to enter into a 
Debate with one of you: Becauſe; tho' you 


are forward enough to print, and have pub- 
liſh'd ſeveral Pieces, fince our Clergy have writ- 
ten any thing (that I know of) againſt you; 
” you declare before-hand, That you do 

diſpute in a careleſs way , for Argument 
ſake ; and are refolv'd to hold your own, 
whatever Reaſons may be offer'd to the con- 


tra FS 6 F | 
When The Caſe Stated (a very Rational and 
Learned Book, which you have been far from 
Anſwering). was put into one of your Hand 
you receiv'd the firft Sight of it with a * 45 


dainful Smile. And ſpeaking of your Infalli- 
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come to the Diſcuſſion of ſome particular Points, 
"tis but mere Condeſcenſion, and to ſhew you, 
that we can encounter and defeat you, ev'n in 
your own' way. 

Now who can be ſo over-fond of Contro. 
verſy, as to argue ſeriouſly with thoſe who de- 
clare they diſpute ſo much in jeſt; and begin 
their Argument with a diſdainful Smile; and 
before they ſet out, are reſolv'd where to end 
For that is all the Conqueſt you are ſo ſure of 
gaining, as you ſay you are. For whit other 
Victory are you ſure of? Victory is over Ene- 
mies, not Friends. Are you ſure of Convin- 
cing us Hereticks by the Strength of your Ar- 
guments, and bringing us to confeſs your Tri 
umph ? No, you are no more ſure of Victery 
this way, than you were ſure of Victory at 
Preſion. You are ſo far from Convincing us 
by your Arguments, that the more we fee 
your Way of Diſputation, the more we are 
convinc'd, that your Cauſe is ſupported here 
in England by mere Banter and Shuffle. 

Where is it then that your ſure Victory, and 
mighty Triumph is to be met with? Why in 
your own Boſoms ; in your' own Behaviour, 
and over your own blind Followers. The 
Pope is ſure to declare on your Side; for you 
are his Champions, brought up on purpoſe to 
juſtify his Uſurpations. Your blind Follow- 
ers never- doubt your Conqueſt ; for they 

are 
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| are not allow'd to ſee what is ſaid againſt you. 
And you your {elves are reſolv'd to hold your 


own, whatever Arguments are offer'd to the 
contrary. This is a Noble Victory, fit for 
thoſe that enter the Battel with diſdainful 
Smiles. It pretends to carry all by the Help 
of Infallibility ; and as you manage it, it loſes 
al at one ee ts 2 nn ges 

For, pray conſider your oY of © proving 
Truth. You reſt all upon the Pope's Infulli- 
bility. That you may make your Readers 
think that to be wanted, you deſignedly puz- 
zle and weaken all other Arguments, and de- 
dare they are not ſufficient Proofs. You throw 
what Diſgrace you can upon Human Reaſon. 
You take all Odbortutnities of weakning the 
Authority of Holy Scriptures : Good night 
Scripture, faith the Author of The True Church 
ſoew?d;* if this be true. Ev'n the Canons of 
General Councils, ſhall have no Power farther 
than the Pope receives them. You undermine 
every Pillar we have, that you may put Infal- 
libilicy in its place. This Infallibility, when it 
comes to the Teſt, proves to be nothing but 


an imaginary Chimera of your own Brains, of 


which the ve#y Name is not found in Scripture, 
and about which you your ſelves could ne- 
ver agree. Your very Foundation therefore 
fails you; and that finking, down muſt tum- 
ble the whole Babel you had built upon it. 
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But the Pillars of the World do not reſt 
upon fo tottering a Foundation as the Pope's 
Shoulders. God hath ſupported the Truth, 
both Natural and Reveal'd, with the Evidence 
of ſufficient Proofs ; tho' you have por'd ſo 
long upon your Patron's Power, that you are 
not able to ſee them. With the Help of that 
Evidence, and God's Bleſſing, and thoſe Aſſi- 
ſtances which we have from the Witneſs and 
2. both of our own, and all other 
True Churches ; we doubt not, but that both 
We, and all other good Men, ſhall find Light 
ſufficient to guide us ſafe to Heaven, when the 
— Crown will be made a Jeſt, and a 

-word. 
= however, to keep a little longer to this 
diſdainful Humour, with which you treat not 
only your Adverſaries, but thoſe Sacred Argu- 
ments which they bring both from Reaſon, 
and Scripture, and all Sorts of Topicks, by 
which all other Kinds of Truth are prov'd. It is 
manifeſt, from your very Arguments them- 
ſelves, that as you begin with Smiles, ſo you 
diſpute in Fe — that for all your Boaſling, 
vou do but 3 —— (you know 
very well) you are not able to anſwer. | 
I will not go thorough your incoherent, im- 


zling, not clearing. Matters, A few 7 
Tha ſerve for Specimens, to convince our Peo- 


ple, 


methodical Books, that are contriv'd for puz- - 
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ple, That tho' you had not told us ſo, yet they 


might plainly ſee, that that is the true Spirit 
with widdh you oppole your Adverſaries. 


The Author of The Caſe Stated, to ſhew 
that the Fathers were ſo far from believing 
Tranſubſtantiation, that they declar'd the di- 
re& contrary ; quotes Theaderes, in his Dia- 
logue call'd the Immutable, teaching that Truth 
in theſe obvious and plain Words; which, to 
avoid Cavils, I will quote as you your ſelves 
read them, in pag. 206, of The 1rue Chureb 
fbew'd, &e. Miva 7d tm Tis merriggs Goias, 
z, r qu, x, md iz As both agree, 
that Theodoret's Deſign was to tell what the 
Sacramental Bread was after Conſecration ; 
Words cannot make it plainer, than theſe do : 
That after Conſecration, it remains in the ſame 

Shape, and in the ſame 
Appearance. But as this is a flat Contradiftion 
to Tranſubftantigtion, you boldly tranſlate, or 
rather (being conſcious that no Art can wrelt 
them into any fuch Senſe) you craftily de- 
cline uſing your own Name, and ſay, Somę 
tranſlate them, For they remain in the Figuze 


and Shape of their former Subſtance : And that 


indeed makes as 3 for you, as the be 

Senſe is againſt-you. But wha doth net ſpe 

that this is Baztering, inſtead of ry 7 
with 
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with the Names of Fathers and Councils > For 
When they ſpeak one Thing, you can conſtrue 
them into a Senſe directly contrary to what they 
fay. But your Doctrines do not reſt upon the 
Arguments ou ule for them, but upon the 
Pope's Infullibility; and therefore the firſt 
Rule in your Syntax is, That all Places muſt 
be conftru'd. into the Pope s Senſe : And Con- 
ſtruing Fathers as you have conſtru'd this, is 
® ſure a way for you as Forging. 
But to give an Inſtance, that even our Eng- 
10 Readers themſelves may judge of. 
In the firft Council, Als 15. tho” St. Peter 
Was: preſent, and gave his Opinion in it; it is 
"manifeſt; that the Apoſtles acted upon an equal 
Foot of Power; and that if any had the Pre- 
eminence, it wa St. James, who clos'd the 
Debate with this Word of Authority; 5 "Av 
T xh, Wherefore my Sentence is, &c. 
And yet the! Author of The Caſe Re-ſtared, 
P. 18. boldly makes St. Peter, as Frefident, to 
1 — 4 definitive Sentence in that Council. 


But who, after this, wou'd mind one Word 


of What you ſay of the Biſhops of Nome pre- 
ending in all Councils following? If you are 
not aſham'd to make him Head and Preſident in 
this, where the contrary is manifeſt; what 
Wonder, if you do it in after, obſcure Times 
and Places, where Things are more forgotten ? 
But as it is certain, that if He had ſuch a 

Power, 
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Power, and it was really defign'd, that his Au- 
thority ſhou'd be the Coney and Means of the 
Churches Unity; it would have been infinite- 
ly neceſlary, that in this firſt. great Example, 
his Power ſhou'd have been made manifeſt, for 
an eternal Rule to all Ages after: You ſtand by 
it therefore, that He did preſide; tho We a 
of us, with our own Eyes, ſee plainly 255 
contra. 

In the 18cb of St. Matthew, ver. 18. our 
Saviour ſpeaks to all his Apoſtles i in common 3 
Vat ſucver Te ſball bind on Earth, ſpall be 
bound in Heaven ;, and whatſnever Te ſhall 
looſe on Earth, ſpall be looſed in Heaven. 
Such a high Text, without any Diſtinction of 
St. Peter in it, being perfe&ly.inconfiſtent with 
the Pope's Claim ; in the old Breviaries and 
Miſſals , upon the Tueſday in the Third Week 
of Lent, the Popes of thoſe Times boldly in- 
ſerted, (Three Verſes before it,) Then . 
looking upon his Diſciples ; ſaid to Simon Peter. 
Since the Time indeed that Proteſtant Eyes 
have been * wy EAN are Pu ont 


As you ha re ſtor'd the Grain Canna 
ment to its Place amongſt the Ten, fo you have 
put out ſuch a bold Inſeriion : But as it is ne- 
oeſſary for us to let the World ſee, how: the 
Corruptions of your Church came in; becauſe 
you ſtill hold faſt the Power that was grafted up- 
9111 Me - _— 
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on them; the Learned Dr. Patrick, in his Iu- 
curable Scepticiſm of the Romiſh Church, quotes 
this as a ſhameful Inſtance of your Forgeries; 
and one would have thought it had been ſuch 
2 one as would at leaſt have wanted fome Ex- 
cuſe to be made for it: But the Author of the 
Church of Chriſt Aue &c. p. 486. makes it 
a mere Guat, and banters the Doctor for ſtrain- 
ing at it. And if ſuch bold Inſertions are but 
Gnats with you, what Aſſurance can we have 
of-any tare oa of tak _ have 2 
ta us through your Hands; efpecually. | 
Baxhornius, ers your Divinity Profeſſors 
at Lovain, declares ; * That he had been em- 
e ploy'd by the Inquiſition to ſtrike out Six 
hundred Places of the Ancients, which 
** {cem'd to make againſt the Roman Doctrines, 
and was fo troubled for it, that he turn'd 
* Proteſtant ; becauſe: he would not continue 
in that Religion, which cou'd not defend it 
* ſelf, without {ſuch manifeſt Impoſtures ” ? 
See. Seaſonable. Advice to the Roman Catholic la 
F England, p. 65. | 
But pray, under this Topick of the Suprema- 
cy, give me leave to aſk you one fair Queſti- 
on: What makes you modern Prieſts of the 
hurch of Rome, ſo fond of the Pope's. Su- 
remacy, above what the ancient Clergy. of 
the Nation were, which. you boaſt to be your 
Predeceſfors 2 F or the Clergy then. join'd. "_ 
| e 
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the reſt of the Nation, in aflexting our com- 
won Right againſt the Pope : They join'd in 
_ the Statute of Premunire, which fairly 
executed, wow'd alone drive all modern Pa- 
| piſts out of the Nation. When in Hemy the 
Vun Time, the Pope 8 Power Was extin-· 
guiſhed, and the Oath. of Supremaqy was ex- 
preſs d in rather higher Terms than it is now; 
yet all took it, excepting the Biſhop of Roche- 


ſten, and Sir Thomas Moor: And again, in Fd- 
wand the VIth's Time: And when thoſe few 
ho ſtood out refus d it in Queen Elzabetb's 
"ume, a plain Reaſon for it is given in the Hr 
Rory of the Reformation; how comes it ta 
_ that you, are * ſo devoted to the Popes 
that you all of, you oppoſe your Country 

in that, Right which the ancient Clexgy: belp'd d 
1 2 it is too viſihle, 1 doubs, What 
| ventur d to hint in the other: Letters; that 
- Education in the Popes Colleges — ſole 
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ndance.upon, him, hath taken. out of your 
ds; all, true Senſe. of the: Nation's Right. 
old, Clergy, though in thoſe; my Ages 
2 not Learning enough to ſee ugh: 
ther. Superſtitions: of thoſe, Times, {1 
upon the (ane Fot with the 
ne the, ation, and felt the Weight of 
Pope +. Kacroachments: 3 ; you. feeb-nothing; 
oh; 6, not regard your; Cp 
0 


ngs, any more than if you 
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drawn Breath in it. But that Engliſh Princes, 


and Men of Figure, ſhould have as little Senſe | 
of it as you, and let their Eſtates, and even 


Crowns and Blood be the Sacrifices that you 
offer up to the Pope's: Greatneſs ; that is an 
amazing Thing, and ſhews us how far Super- 
ſition can miſlead Men, when they give up 
their Eyes, and let others lead them blind- 
fold. een * f een 1s 
I will give but one Inſtance more, and it 
ſhall be a Point of your Morality : For as you 
delight to mingle Slanders and Reproaches with 
our Diſputations, that you may repreſent our 
— ev'n our Holy Martyrs, as vicious, 
impure Men; you not only take occaſion to 
compare their Marriages with Adultery, but 
make their Martiages far worſe, ev'n as much 
worſe than Adultery, as the Sin of a Devil is 
worſe than the Sin of a Man. According to 
your Way of applying to one Thing, that 
which the Author ſpeaks of another; you 
quote a Father, as if he had faid in'a Caſe like 
ours, Give'it a thouſand Times, if you pleaſe, 
the Name of Marriage, I ſay it is as mich 
worſe. than Adultery, as God is greater and bet- 
ter than Nomankind. To nail their Guilt up- 
on them the ſurer, you add this Reaſon; Be- 
cauſe Marriage breaks the Vo of a ſingle Life 
made to God; but Adultery and — | 


ces for Conciubines, that one of the Centum Gra- 
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do not break that, but only contains other ſort 
EO 6 _— 


| of Guilt. | | | 


And fince you wou'd bring up this Caſe, 


that muſt turn ſo much to your own Shame, 
you muſt be contented to hear ſuch Anſwer as 


it deſerves, though it forces us to bring to light 


{ſuch Things as; for the common Credit of 


* 
— 


Religion, I ſhould rather have ſuffer'd to reſt 


in Oblivion: Nor ſhould we ever greatly con- 


cern our ſelves with the State of other Nati- 
ons, that are free to live by their on Laws, 
if we could be left quiet to live by ours, with- 
out your continual Inſults and Ræproaches. 
But to come to the Vindication of our Re- 
formers and Martyrs in this Point of Marriage, 
with Reſpect to which, our Reformation 1s not 

atly 


only very eaſily defended, but def 
to be eommenſſedſ ..... 

Our Reformers then found our Nation in 
that very bad State to which it had fall'n, af- 
ter the Pope, for advancing Secular Ends, had 
chang'd the Apoſtles Recommendation of a ſin- 
gle Life, into a neceſſary and univerſal Law 
for Cælibacy in all Clergymen, whether the 

were willing or no. They knew, that as ſuch 
unjuſt Reſtraints had been foretold, as one of 
the Signs of the Apoſtacy of the latter Times, 
1 Tim. 4. 3. ſo it had occafion'd fo many 
ſcandalous Liberties, Indulgencies, and Licen- 


Phe 
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vamina complain'd of in Germany, was, That 
ſome had been oblig'd to take Licenſes for Con. 
cubines when they did not deſire it: And tho 
the Council of Trent did make a light Prohibi- 
tion of Concubines in poſterum; that ſhews 
that ſuch Practices had been us'd before. Now 
gur wiſe and excellent Reformers reſolv'd, that 
by that Power with which God had intruſted 
them, they would bring back the Law of our 
Nztion to that right State, in which our Blef. 
{ed Saviour and his Apoſtles left it, and take 
off all Penalties from thoſe who had been en- 
tangled, or yu Id rather to raſh Vows in 
the Times of ite and Oppreſſion. They 
only recomme T therefore the 1 Life as 1 
more perfect State, to thoſe that could be 
happy in it: But as the Holy Scriptures did, 
fo did they leave Men without Reftraint : And 
if ſome us d that juſt Liberty, which the Le- 
r „upon _— den, * 
m; can you, without Bluſhing, upbraid 
them, and defend in Print in a Proteſtant Na- 
tion, That what they did was ſo bad, that it 
had been more advi „ and better for them, 
te have lain ſometimes with their Neighbours 
Wies? Far that is the Enplifb' of it, if their 
Marriage was ſo very much worſe than Adul- 
tery. It is always moſt adviſable to avoid the 
and a Confeſſbr muſt diſcou- 
Sin more than che leſs. Do 
you 
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ou indeed act according to this Principle, and 
your Prieſts N beſt of it 2 Or did 
ou only let it paſs from you in your bantring, 
— Way ; becauſe — think every Argu- 
ment is good againſt us Hereticks, but hath no- 
thing in it, when turn'd back upon yout 
ſelves? 5 5 : 
But pray explain to us a little farther, hen 
you write next, the Reaſon why Fornication 
and Adultery, amongſt your Caſuiſts, come to 
be accounted ſo much leſs Sins than Marriage: 
Or if Fornicat ion be venial amongſt you, yet 
3 

$ 


why is Adultery ſoften d to ſo great a De 
and how can Marriage, if according to 
be made ſo very criminal? Why, you ſay, be- 
cauſe Marriage ain the J 1 _ Clers 
but Adultery not. pray, do 
— your Clergy vow to keep from iVboring a9 
well as from Marriage? Do they not renouhce 
the lying with other Men's Wives, as well as 
having lawful Wives of their own ? 1815 
I pretend not to be much ſkill'd in the Depth 
of your Myſteries, nor how far you wou'd 
have ſuch Intimations extended: But fines 


your own Argument turns upon the Suppoliti 


ths 
on of this being their Caſe ; and that Whoring 
does not break their Vow , and for that Reaſon 

B a leſs Fault in your Church, I could wiſh all 
your deluded Followers, that take you into 
their Houſes, were to know this Piece of youn 


bo 
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QAluſuiſtical Divinity, that they might take care 
. And in the mean Time, I ſhall 
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only adviſe you not to ſtrain the Holy Seri. 


pture in Favour of ſuch choice Notions. Let 


the 1ſt of Cor. the gth Chap. and 8th ver. 
ſtand right tranſlated as our Reformers have 
put it; and do not corrupt it to, encourage a 
Cuſtom, which tho' it was lawfif, ſoon turn'd 
to a great Scandal. Your making Adultery 4 
leſs Sin than a lawful Marriage, is ſtretch e- 
nough in Reaſon, you need not force the 
Text, to intimate to them, That if they muſt 
carry a Siſter about with them, they may take 
another Woman rather than a lawful Wife, 
The Reaſon for your Fondneſs for that Tranſla. 
tion is very viſible : But as our Learned Re- 
formers tranſlated it right, let it ſtand as it 
But I will not trouble my ſelf, nor weary 
Reader, with anſwering more of your 
Slanders, or ripping up more of your Faults 
with which to recriminate. lt is ten thouſand 
Pities; that you, who pretend to be zealous | 
Patrons of Unity, Humility, and Submiſſion 
to Authority, cannot let a quiet and induſtri 
ous: People reſt peaceably under their on 
Laws and Rulers, but muſt make it your whole 
Work to raiſe the private Spirit, make Diviſi- 
on, gather Conventicles, trumpet Rebellion, 
and rake fo far backward for Perſonal Slandery, 
as 
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re as forces us in our Defence to bring to light 
111 ſach Things as make Sport for Atheiſts and 
5. looſe People, who are too ready to reproach 
e both you and us, and ev'n the ſobereſt Clergy, 
er. where they have no ſuch Handles given them. 
ve Where Defects are only natural, or our Acti- 
ons the common Right of Mankind, their 
d Þ Tongues are too ready to make Mirth with us 
all; one would think we ſhould not need to 
e-. take Pains to ſupply them with more Matter, 
ze nor ever bring into publick Diſputation any 
Subject, which the Difficulty of Truth, or 
rs the Regularity of Diſcipline, or the Beauty of 
e. God's Worſhip, doth not make very neceſ- 
. Þ fary to be carefully look'd afte. 
e. As for my ſelf therefore, Iwill ſhut up your 
it Books here without anſwering more of them ; 
and I much queſtion, whether any one. elſe 
will have Patience to go thorough and unravel 
all. Your bantring Way of Diſputation hath: 
wearied ſober Men, who fee, that you do but di- 
ſpute like Barreters, andalways have your Eyes 
upon ſomething elſe beſides your Arguments: 
And for ought I know, you have'tired the Pa- 
tience of the mildeſt Government in Europe, 
and which ev'n now is loath to be otherwiſe, 
after all the Provocations they have had. But 
how can you blame them, if they do now at 
laſt exert that Power, that God and Nature y 
hath intruſted them with for the Nation's Safe- 


ty. 
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They ſee by every new Book you write, 
bow — a Truth 1 S which Archbiſhop T. 

lot ſon, in his Learned Preface to Dr. Barroto's 
noble Book of the Pope's Supremacy, declar'd 
long fince : That whatever it may be in other 
Nations, which voluntarily receive the Pops 
yet in ours which rejects his Power as impra- 
Ricable; His Supremacy is not only an indefen- 
fable but an impudent Cauſe. They find that 
no Kindneſs or Forbearance can ſoſten that 
-Rancour which your Religion works into your 
Diſpoſitions. They fee how in the very Books 
laſt publiſh's, you treat us but as a Crete of 
Hereticks, that the Pope never tamper'd with. 
See, Caſe Re. ſtated, p. 39. and the Church of 
Chriſt ſhew'd, &c. p. 330. You intimate, 
That we were to be dealt with by wiſer Heads 
and ſtronger Hands. And in another Place, 
we are to be convinc'd by Arguments and ſame- 
thing elſe. What thoſe other ſtronger unknow 
Things were that you had in your Hearts, 
God Almighty only knows ; but whatever 
they were, our Government ſeems fo juſtly 
ſenfible of your cruel Minds towards us, that 
tho they will be far from doing to you as you 
wou'd have done to us ; yet they ſeem to think 
it high time to take care of our own Safety, 
and remove thoſe Engines of our Converſion 
farther from us. And if they do now exert 
that Authority, which God hath given * 
, or 
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for the effectual leſſening your Power of hurt- 
ing us, of all Men in the World a 5 Prieſt 
muſt never open his Mouth in complaining of 
Severity. You mult both ju/tify and commend 
their Meaſures from your own Maxims of Go- 
vernment : And you will be the worſt Men 
that ever breath'd, if you do not allo deal 
truly with your deluded Followers; and let 
them know, that tho' perhaps you Prieſts may 
think your ſelves under ſuch Difficulties, that 
you cannot ſubſcribe to our Articles, yet they 
themſelves may hold Lay-Communion without. 
Sin or Danger; and that having already ſuf- 
fer d what they have gone thorough for the 
Pope's Claims, they are not bound to ſuffer 
more. 16 
When the Government ſome Years ſince bore 
hard upon the Diſſenters, many of their Tea» 
chers were ſo honeſt to them as to diſcharge 
that kind Part: If you will be juſt, you can 
do the ſame fincere Office for yours ; And if 
you do but uſe half the Art for their Sakes, 
that you do for the Pope's Intereſt , you will 
find it an eaſy Matter, even without going out 
of the Bounds of your own Books for Argu- 
To inſtance in ſome few Caſes. From ſeve- 
ral Places of them you can ſhew them, that 
the Latin Service, the Communion in both 
Kinds, and the 5 of the Clergy, * 
only 
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only Matters of Diſcipline ; and therefore may 
be us'd our Way as well as yours. From the 
Preface to the Appendix to the Third Part of 
The Church ſhew'd, &c. You can let them 
know , that there was little or no Uſe of Ima- 
ger in the Chriſtian Oratories, till the Middle 
of the Fourth Age or after it, till Heathen Ido- 
latry was baniſh'd the World : You can ſhew 
them alſo, that 'That, and the Reverence for 
Relicks, are Matters of Diſcipline ; and as our 
Way of Worſhip, in that Reſpect, is nearer to 
the Example of the Primitive Church, the leaſt 
that can be ſaid, is, That it is ſafe and law. 
ful. From the 191ſt Page of the ſame Book, 
you can ſhew them, that Tranſubſtantiation, 
as now detin'd, was only a Conſequence, not 8 
defined ſettled Doctrine, till the Eleventh Cen- 
tury ; and that if truly pious Men receive the 
Bread and Wine now without knowing the 
Manner of the Preſence, it will certainly be 
to them whatever it was that Chriſt intended 
to make it. As you have often for other Ends 
told them-, That our Liturgy, and Ceremo- 
nies, and Habits, were taken from your Church, 
uſe the fame Argument now to convince them, 
that therefore they cannot be New, Modern 
Things, but muſt be Catholick, Ancient, Or- 
thodox, and may ſafely be complied with. 
With reſpe& to the Faith, you can aſſure 
them, that to a Tittle, we have the _ 
ree 
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Creeds that you have; and if they queſtion 
whether they be ſufficient, you can thew them 


from your own Books, that the Council of 


Trent added nothing at all that was new to 

them, but only made ſome Explications. 
With reſpect to the Pope's Supremacy, from 
7th and gth Pages of the True Church of 
Chriſt, & c. you can take Hints, which you 
can ſpeak out more honeſtly and plainly, and 
ſhew, That the real Power which St. Peter 
had, was not the ſime which Popes have gain'd 
by latter Canons, or which exorbitant Popes 
have claim'd, but a gentle harmleſs Thing; 
and that ſince Popes have advanc'd their Epiſ- 
copal Office into a Triple Crown, National 
Churches may contend with, oppoſe, and re- 
fiſt them. From Page 251, of the firſt Part 
of the Church of Chriſt ſhew'd, &c. you can 
ſnew the Day and Year when our Church in a 
Provincial Synod exerted this Power long be- 
fore the Reformation : And. if at the Time of 
the Reformation any former Burdens, and Abu- 
ſes, and Perverſeneſs of the Pope, made the 
Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal Legiſlatures of our 
Nation, carry the Matter a little farther than 
you wiſh'd, yet ſince what was done, was by 
the lawful Authority of both Church and State 
in a regular Way, you can ſhew them, that 
the Duty of a pious humble Layman is not to 
advance his own private Judgment above _ 
L 2 Sen- 
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Sentence, but to acquieſce and be eaſy under 


it: For in ſuch-doubtful difficult Points, the 
natural Order of Subordination is, for People 
to be inſtructed by their Clergy, the Clergy 
by their Biſhop, the Biſhops to keep Union 
with their Archbiſhop, and the Archbiſhop 
with a Provincial Synod, which 1s to take 
care of the Eccleſiaſtical Right of that Juriſ- 
dition, And fince the Difference betwixt the 
Biſhop of Rome, and our Government and Bi- 
ſhops, happen'd by what a Provincial Synod 
did, in Conjunction with the Civil Power, in 
Defence of the Nation's Right, which you 
your ſelves cannot deny to have been greatly 
abus'd, you can clearly convince them, that if 
any Irregularity happen'd, the Fault of it will 
not be unputed to private Perſons in our Age: 
And that therefore in Humility they may be 
eaſy and obedient, without ſetting up their pri- 
vate Judgment above their Superiors. Beſides 
this, you can add, that real Piety and Virtue 
remain the ſame amongſt all good People in our 
Church as in yours. You can make a noble 
Demonſtration of this, from the many large 
Charities and good Works done by pious Men 
amongſt us; and particularly you can ſhew 
it by that frequent Uſe that our good People 
make of pious Books, that are written by de- 
vout Men in your Communion. , You can 
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votions for a Week, Gerſon, and many others, 
whoſe Works are ſo common in our Hands, 
that it is plain, we are not afraid of letting our 
People ſee any Thing that is good in you; and 
ſhould be ſtill leſs upon our Guard, if by a di- 
viding Principle you did not. go into Corners, 
and make a Separation without Cauſe, and add 
to your Errors that inſufferable one of ſubjeck- 
ing our Kingdom to a Foreign Loke. With 
reſpect to our Communion with the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church, you can ſhew, that we never 
excommunicated any; that we openly declare 
our ſelves to be in Communion with all true 
Churches, whereever diſperſed over the Face of 
the whole Earth. You can ſhew, that we 


receive the Four firſt General Councils; and 


that the Canons of latter Councils are pleaded 
and practiſed in our Courts. Lou can ſhew, 
that we allow. your Baptiſm, Confirmation, 

Orders, and can join with you in any Offi- 
ces, by which we do not make our ſelves 
Idolaters or Sinners: And that as you can 
join in every one of ours, without an 

Suſpicion either of Idolatry or Danger, al 
Engliſh Lay-Men way ſafely hold Commu- 
nion with us, and by that are in actual 
Communion with the Ns een n 
5 Chriſt. Ii ain 


L 3 If 


166 A Com paſſionate Adare(s 

If any Objection hes againſt any Part of this 
way of arguing; as what is there ſo plain that 
à Controverſial Head cannot diſpute againſt; 
do but employ one half of thoſe Arts in ſol- 
ving it, that you have us'd in theſe Books for 
defending the Pope's Claims, and my Life for 
yours you won't be Three Minutes without an 
Anſwer. When the Pope's Power 1s objected 
againſt, - you can remove Mountains. You are 
ſure of Victory before you begin the Diſpute, 
and can Anſwer Arguments before you know 
them. Neither Fathers nor Councils are of 
any weight againſt him; and if ev'n a plain 
Inſtitution of Chriſt be of our fide, yet you 
can teach Obedience to him, Non obſtante in- 
ftitutione Chriſti. When a Convert is to be 
made, you can be content with an implicit 
Faith, take up the largeſt ſofteſt Notions in the 
Biſhop of Condom's Expolition, and where any 
Point is too groſs for them to believe, you can 
let them ſuſpend their Judgment. Shew a little 
of this Zeal and Chriſtian Liberty on behalf 
of your Followers now in Danger: and as they 
are not ſmall Inconveniences thit many Sober 
Men amongſt them may chance to meet with, 
if you continue to hold them rigidly to the 
Pope's Intereſt, ſhew a little of your Skill and 
Freedom, in ſlackening the ſtraitneſs of thoſe 


2c." "PO N 7h 133 «at .o- l af ©o & — 


u 


J- 
Je 
It 


c 


rr 


—_— 
— 


le 


their own Country and its 


to the PAPISTS. 167 
Cords, with which you have hitherto bound 
them down. | "bh | 6 
For you may aſſure your ſelves, there are 
Eyes upon you both at Home and Abroad, to 
obferve what Tenderneſs you have for them; 


and as letting them ſuffer when you need not, 


will ſnew you as falſe ev'n to them as to your 
own Nation, perhaps they may not find, ev'n 
in Popiſh Countries (except from the Pope 
himſelf) thoſe Applauſes and Encouragements 
you make them believe they ſhall have Abroad. 


When your Predeceſlors in Queen Elizabeth's 


Reign, out of Zeal to them Region, | 1 
aus, took 


themſelves to the Protection and Service of 


| Spain, which was the Nation's Rival then; tho 


they were promis'd Renown upon Earth, as 
well as Glory in Heaven, and tho' the King of 
Spain invited and built Seminartes for them; 
yet when they were there, it ſoon appear'd, 
what Opinion both he and his Miniſters, and 
all Foreigners had of them. You may ſee the 
Treatment they met with in a very Ingenious 
and Serious Book, publiſh'd in the Year 1595. 
call'd, The State of the Englith Fugitives un- 
der the King of Spain and his Miniſters. | 
It was written by one that had liv'd long 


amongſt them, and he own'd he was one of 
thoſe very Few that had made their Fortune 


Ws: there ; 
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there: But ſeeing with Pity the miſerable State 


of the Generality of thoſe that went thither; 
he wrote this Diſcourſe, and ſent it to a Popiſh 
Gentleman his Friend in England, that he 
might communicate it to others, and prevent 
their Ruin. It will deſerve your Peruſal better 


than ſome others you read with more Pleaſure; 


and its Preface begins thus : 
To the READER. 


- © Being ſome Five or Six Years ſince in 
*- thoſe Parts of Flanders which are Subject to 
the Spaniſh King, and ſeeing a miſerable 
* Troop of my unhappy Countrymen (ſome 
of which were Gentlemen of good Houſes in 
-* England) wandring in poor Habits, and af- 
fficted Geſtures, heavily groaning under the 
** Burden of an extreme and calamitous Neceſ- 
* (ity, Cc. daily over-look'd with the Proud 
Eyes of diſdainful Spaniards, & c. and knowing 


ſome of my good Friends in England poſſeſsd 


with the like Humour, Oc. I thought good 
eto advertiſe them of that which my poor Ex- 
e perience had gather'd, touching the ſmall 
** Regard, Diſtreſs, Poverty, Scorn, Calamity, 
* and Affliction befallen to ſuch as had already 
 *enter'd that Courſe, which to their unexpe- 
* rjcnc'd Judgment yielded ſuch ſhew of Con- 
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< tentment : Thereby if it were poſſible to 
diſſuade them from Wy, like; the 


« ſame being in regard of the Offence to their 
Sovereign ſo Treacherous, of the Reproach 


to their F _— and Parentage ſo infamous, 
0 


% and laſtly in ſo deep a Degree to themſelves 
« dangerous, that being once enter'd there- 
„ unto, it ſhou'd not be in their Power thence 
« to withdraw themſelves upon their after 
„Change of Humour, the Error being ſuch 
* as admitted not any Repentance or Ex. 
„ cuſe, & c. 5 


In his Book he ſhews in Fact, and names 


Time and Place where they were neglected by 


the King, and more by his Miniſters, and made 
a Jeſt, They wou'd keep them without Pay, 
and then Hang them for Pillaging the Country. 
Four and Twenty were. hang'd. at. CIT 
Thirty at Poppering : A. far greater Number at 
Graveling. They who had betray'd Towns 
to them were ſerv'd worſt: Tho they were 
Papiſts, and had been Catechiz d by your Pre- 
deceſſors, and were taught the Lawfulneſs, of 
doing it, the Queen, as they ſaid, being a He- 
retick, that did not ſave them; but in a Lear 
or two's Time they periſhd, ſame by God's 
Jadgments,; and moſt by the Spaniards Ulage. 
They wou'd never, truſt them in à Gariſer 
n OWN 


| 
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Town, but kept them in the Field not half 
Paid. They, wou'd ſet them like Uriah in 
Dangerous Poſts, and leave them to be cut off 
What ſinall Penſions they had were Paid in 
Paper, of which they made very little: And 
in Page H. 4. having named a great Num. 
ber of Particulars, ſaith he, © Take them al 
in general, C Paget only excepted, who came 
* well furnifh'd out of England, & c. and ex- 
te amine them one from another, from my Lord 
of Weftmorland, down ev'n to the very loweſt; 
* and if there be in the whole World a more 
„ miſerable and diſcontented Troop of Gentle- 
men, let me never be credited in any Thing 
= eſſe that I ſhall tell you. For all their Boaſts 
of Unity, he faith, they were miſerably divi- 
ded amongſt themſelves, He gives the general 
Characters of them, which fell into Four Sorts, 
One were the —_— that were dangerous to 
be converſed with ; a Second Sort were call'd 
Patriots, and he hop'd many of them did wiſh 


well to their Country. Another Sort were true 


Bigots, Ideots,and Dunces. He tells of one- of 
theſe that he knew, who Sold all he had, and 
Taiſed Two Hundred Pounds, and went on Foot 
to Feruſalem to buy Wax-Candles which he 
brought home upon his Back, and withal as 
much Earth of Mount Oliver as he was able 
to carry; and, faith he, he is ſs confident, that 

* England 
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Eng land ſhall be converted and become Ca- 


tholick, that he will not part with a Mite of 
thoſe Holy Things to his beſt Friends, but re- 
ſerves them to furniſh the Churches of England, 
and hath already appointed what Churches 
ſhou d enjoy that high Benefit. The 4th ſort, 
which indeed he nam'd tirſt, are their Politi- 
cians, that inſtead of Divinity are chiefly vers'd 
in Machiavel and fuch like Authors. To the 
Intrigues and Plots of thoſe he imputes the Sa- 
crifice of ſo much | Engliſh Galtant Blood, 
which, he ſaith, - they ſee ſhed without Pity, 
Remorſe, or Repentance. To contirm this Cha- 
racter of them, he quotes the Book of a French 
Jeſuit written concerning the Queen of 
Scots Death, which was owing to their In- 
trigues, That Jeſuit warns all Princes and 
++ States to beware of them, and calls them a 
* Viperous Brood that ought to be exterminated 
« out of the utmoſt Bounds of the World. | 
ſuppoſe that Feſuit's Book is not eaſily to be 
met with now; but we have no Reaſon to 
doubt the Truth of it; becauſe our own Hi- 
ſtory, and particularly Biſhop Carlton's Hiſtory 
of the 16 Popiſh Plots, gives us Account, 
that they had been ſo falſe as to ſet up the 
King of Spain's Title againſt both Queen Eli- 
zabeth and the Queen of Scots alſo, and a 
French Author, tho a Papiſt, wou'd be ſure 
| \ to 
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to deſcribe that Piece of Villany in its true 
Colours. s 
Lou have now carried, by your Books and 
Arts, a great Number of deluded Gentlemen 
into Foreign Parts, after an unfortunate Man, 
whoſe pretended Father ſuffer d himſelf to be 
made as arrant a Sacrifice to their Intereſts, as 
any that ever fell in their Cauſe; and what 
Renown they will find Abroad, a little Time 
will ſnew. No doubt but ſuch Bigots as the 
Engliſb Pilgrim will think them Living Mar- 
tyrs. If any Prince hath a Mind to fall out 
with us, he will uſe them while he wants 
them. The Pope will be ſo true to his own 
Intereſt, as let all that Sacrifice their Eſtates 
to his Service, kiſs his Toe: But if they be not 
ſecretly deſerted by all Wiſe Men amongſt Fo- 
reign Papiſts, they have better Luck than their 
Forefathers, who were treated as a Company 
of Witleſs Bigots, that deſerted their Country 
without Reaſon. a en ogg 
And can they wonder at it, if they conſider 
the Caſe impartially 2 For tho' Agreement in 
Religion be a great Reaſon of Kindneſs amongſt 
all Mankind; yet the Religion of Foreign Pa- 
piſts, and the Religion of Engliſh Papiſts, are 
as different from one another, as the Religion 
of Foreign Presbyterians is different from the 
Caſe of our Engliſh Diſſenters: And as Fo- 
Ts reigu 


AA SGEGDSRNEFF TT EaACGSBSTIS TS *S8 


— 


332 


* 


— 7 ( — c 


tothe PAPIS TS. 173 


reign Proteſtants of all ſorts have blam'd and 
condemn'd our Diſſenters here in England; 1 
make no doubt but that all Wife Men amongſt 
the Papiſts Abroad, do at leaſt in ſecret con- 
demn our Papiſts here in England : And as 
they ſhew'd their diſlike when Time was, in 
ſuch ways as this laſt cited Book teaches, our 
Fugitives may chance to find the ſame Uſage 
now. 


For Wiſe Men know, That the Fear of God, 
or Faith of Feſus, and True Religion, are not 
concern'd in this Diſpute : But Extent of Turiſ- 
dition, and Power of Provincial Councils, 
and doubtful Additions to the Ancient Creeds: 
And in leaving thoſe to the Determination of 
Authority, Foreign Papiſts act upon Princi- 
ples directly contrary to thoſe upon which 
our Engliſh Papiſts ground themſelves. As for 
inſtan ce: 5 


Foreign Papiſts, if they diſlike, and are reals 
ly wrong in ſome Caſes, they have the Laws 
of their ſeveral Countries to excuſe them ; 
ours have the Weight of the Laws in the other 
Scale, and doubling upon them the Blame of 
any Miſtake they are under. 


. 19 \ 
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Foreign Papiſts are ſuch, to prevent Schiſy 
and preſerve Unity in Church and State ; ours 
tear both Church and State into Pieces, and be- 
gan the firſt Conventicles we had in England, 
Foreign Papiſts go to the open vitible Af. 
ſemblies of Chriſtians in the ſeveral Places 
where Providence hath given them their Birth 
or Settlement; ours creep into Corners, and 
contrary to ancient Canons, ſet up private Al. 
tars againſt the Publick. 
Foreign Papiſts follow their own Prince 
that Prote& them ; and when their Princes 
have had Diſputes with the Pope, like good 
Subjets they have ſtood with their Princes, 
in defending both their own and Countries 
Rights: Ours, tho' they are protected by 
their Princes, Deſert, Oppoſe, and Embrol 
their Affairs. | | 
Foreign Papiſts have their Provincial Synods 
of their Biſhops going before them : Ours have 
the Provincial Synods, of the Country for a 
_ and Fifty Years continually againſt 
them. | | 


Then Laſtly, for the Point of Prudence 
and common 9 „Foreign Papiſts enjoy the 
Bleſſings God hath given them in Peace and 
Quietneſs, which is the uſual * 4 
| um 
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n humble Submiſſion of private Judgment to 
rs publick Wiſdom ; Ours from their own pri- 
> | vate Spirit run themſelves into needleſs Suf- 
fering and Trouble, by making themſelves 
wiſer than thoſe, whom they are fure God's 
Providence hath ſet over them. | 
If Foreign Princes and Stateſmen, therefore 
do receive our Fugitives with Honour and Ad- 
miration of their Wiſdom ; they will have 
great Reaſon to think themſelves lucky in the 
Favours they find : But if Princes think them 
dangerous Examples, that teach their Subjects 
to ſide with the Pope againſt themſelves: And 
if Wiſe Men count them a Company of de- 
& luded Bigots that run themſelves into Suffer- 
y ing when they need not ; then they muſk 
thank themſelves, who wou'd neither uſe 
their Eyes in judging of Truth, or in chu» 
4 ſing Guides that were likely to be honeſt to 
ve them. 


il I know not, Gentlemen, how you will take 
this Letter; But I aſſure you it is written 
with a very Charitable Intention. I do not 

ce much fear, but the main Parts, both of this 

he and the other Letters will be found Juſt and 
1d Right; and for any Leſſer Defe&s or Miſtakes, 

2 | you mult impute them to their coming from a 

le private Clergyman not us'd to 3 

ut 
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but only fencing againſt an Accident that hap. 
pen'd in his Pariſh by the Deluſions of you 
Prieſts, that creep into Corners, and lead Cap- 
tives thoſe that are leſs able to ſee . 
your Arts of Deluſion. 


I am, 
Gentlemen, 


Tour Humble Seruant, 


